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1.0 Definition of Play In Architecture 

1. 1 A Quick History of Three Ages

The container has been accredited as the object that gave rise to civilization and the city. As 
the instigator of the Agrarian Age, not only did the container create the possibility of storing 
surplus grains, but the city as container managed to create an environment that captured 
humanity's spiritual and social qualities in one location. In the city people were capable of 
taking on various roles that were not possible before. Lewis Mumford points out that the hunt­
er-gatherer became the leader of the city due to their inherent aggressive and adventurous 
nature1. These leaders quickly coupled their powers with the social and spiritual qualities of 
the city giving rise to a power of nearly infinite magnitude. With this infinite magnitude of 
power came monumental architecture. In the Agrarian Age monumental architecture repre­
sented all that was sacred and powerful. As the Agrarian Age city grew in size, so did the mul­
titudes of roles taken on by individuals living in the city. The multitude of roles spawned more 
roles and eventually a new age emerged: the Industrial Age. The age of physical labor, capi­
tal, and the working class shifted the social and spiritual values of the city, yet monumental ar­
chitecture remained the same up until the last half century of the Industrial age. 
In 1955 according to Alvin Toffler 
the Industrial Age crested in the 
United States and a new age 
began: the Information Age2. Five 
years before this Ludwig Mies van 
der Rohe addressed the Illinois In­
stitute of Technology with the follow­
ing statement: "Whenever technol­
ogy reaches its fulfillment it tran­
scends into architecture. ua Al­
though, Peter Behren's A.E.G. 
building, Adolf Loos's book "Orna­
ment and Crime", and steel's use in 
building construction all date back 
to the early 1900's, architecture's 
reflection of the age in monumental 
fashion did not really take full effect 
until a few decades before the end 
of the Industrial Age. 
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