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Valentine’s Day & Black History Celebration
My Favorite Moments by
Coolest Moments at the Valentine’s
Alicia Ford, 3rd Grade
Day & Black History Celebration by
My favorite part of the Valentine’s
Paige Hall, 3rd Grade
Day and Black History celebration
One of the coolest moments at the
was when we danced . All the
celebration is when we performed
grades danced together . We also
the African dance. We had a dance
had a contest and made a conga
contest for each grade to show off
line. I also like when we ate cookies,
our awesome dance moves. After we pizza and candy. The dancing was
danced we ate pizza, drank juice and really fun. We danced to the song
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tory month trivia game, the
dance. Even though there
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were specific dances. I was
Overall, I had an amazing
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time.
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Black History Song
By Aaliyah King,
2nd Grade

and sat down.
A person came on
the bus and said get
up,
and Rosa said no, no,
no, and she got
locked up.
Black Americans
learned from that
and started a boycott.
They walked
to many places and started carpooling.

Life is Beautiful By
Faith Grinion and
Jasmine Mayers, 5th Grade
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tional Association
5. The first Afriand he had a
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So now that you know
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Community
a- Mr.Grade
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about our black heroes
-Madison
Degrasse,
Ms. McDaniel passed away in Woodland
Youth Care Services b- Barack Obama
we have to continue treating
Hills, California on October 26, 1952.
Inc.
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Her accomplishments
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“ When
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nice to cheer for them when they win a coolsidered
game.”the
-Ciara
Stevens,
GradeAnswers:
1
Mother
and respect—
The Correct
helped create opportunities for
of the civil rights
not zero.
African-Americans in film today.
movement.
1.A, 2.A, 3.A, 4.B, 5.C

V a u g h n C oW
lle
17
og
mee nV’ si s iHt iss tPo.rSy. M
o n6t hA f t e r s c h o o l
Women’s History Poem by Alicia Ford, 3rd Grade
and Ariel Lessey, 1st Grade
Women’s history is the best. Better than all the rest.
It’s an amazing celebration. All around the nation.
Madame C.J. Walker was a big talker.
She sold hair products. Business went off like a rocket.
Marian Anderson, day and night she sung.
Sing or sell, women's history rings with a bell.
Meta Warrick Fuller was born on June
Alice Coachman was the first
On Friday,
May and
25, died
2012on
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-Madison Pierre, 1st Grade
pared to Jackie Robinson for her achievements as
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get
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–Ariel Lessey, 1st Grade

VaughnPeele,
College:
are located at Flushing New York.
-Tahir
5thWe
Grade
Madison Degrasse: How did you become so good at making robots?

Spring Birthday Celebrations!

Vaughn College: We get a lot of our ideas from a lot of different things. For example, the character from Trans-

“When
I grow up, I want to be a fashion designer be- “When I grow up, I want to be a wrestler and
formers gave us a lot of ideas and inspiration on how we would like our robots to move.

cause I like making new cloths with different patterns

work for the WWE.” -Olivia Counts, Grade 2

Omory Rowe: Why do your robots look and move a certain way?

in them.” -Serenity Ogelsby, Grade K

Vaughn College: These robots were made for a competition.

“When I grow up, I want to be an artist because it is very fun to draw. I also want to be a fashion designer because if Disney needs new dresses for their princesses, I could help them make new ones.”
-Madison Degrasse, Grade 3
“ When I grow up, I want to be a cheerleader that cheers for football and basketball teams. It will be
nice to cheer for them when they win a cool game.” -Ciara Stevens, Grade 1

Community Service Learning/Interning At CYCSI
In the 2014/2015 school year 25 new students signed up to participate in the CYCSI Community Service Learning Program joining us from high schools and community colleges. Sixty percent of the students, while managing their busy
school schedules, accumulated 50 service hours and most of them attended the Department of Health Mandatory
School Age Care Training. Their contributions included working with students to accurately complete their home work
assignments and supporting clubs such as sports, music, arts and crafts and cooking. Additionally, six students returned
from the 2013/14 school year. Four of the six students teamed up with us over the summer as participants of the Department of Youth and Community Development Summer Youth Program (SYEP). The students’ reward for their volunteer/internship experience range from personal satisfaction, confirmation that working with children is a career option, high school credit and stipends, and part time employment at CYCSI program.
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A.C.T. Book Reviews
When Marian
Sang By Pam
Munoz Ryan

10 Fun facts about Marian Anderson from When Marian Sang by Pam Munoz Ryan:

Sometimes Marian Anderson had an accompanist when
she traveled by train.
When Marian Sang
2. She sang loudly.
is a biographical
3. When she was little she would sing with her sisters,
picture book about
sometimes all afternoon.
the life of legend4. She often sang with her eyes closed.
ary African5. Marian Anderson’s dream came true because she was
American singer
able to perform at the Metropolitan Opera.
Marian Anderson. The book was written by Pam Munoz
Oghosa Aigbogun, 2nd Grade
Ryan and it was illustrated by Brian Selznik. The book details the trouble Anderson had because of her race. She
6. Marian had two younger sisters named Ethel and Alyse.
couldn’t sing in many places because she was colored, but
7. She was one of the youngest members singing on the
she kept on trying. She traveled and sang in many differpeoples chorus at church.
ent languages. Eventually Anderson had the opportunity to 8. In 1915 she couldn’t go to the music school because she
sing at the Metropolitan Opera. One of the important
was colored.
events in the story is when Marian Anderson’s father died 9. Other churches wanted her to sing.
from an injury while at the Reading Terminal.
10. She received medals and awards for her
Another important event is when she pervoice.
formed in France.
Kennedy Jacobs, 2nd Grade
-Alicia Ford, 3rd Grade
Book Report By Jayda Philips, 1st Grade
The book is about the famous opera singer Marian Ander- Title: Henry’s Freedom Box
son. Marian use to sing with her sister all afternoon when Characters: Henry, Dr. Smith, brothers and sisters,
James, Master, Nancy, Master's son, and Henry’s friend.
she was eight. As a professional she sang over seas, but
Setting: Plantation, a factory, a ship, and Philadelphia.
she had trouble singing in America because of racism and
segregation. Finally with President Roosevelt’s approval
the Department of the Interior of the United States government invited Marian to sing on the steps of
the Lincoln Memorial on Easter Sunday. Find
out more about Marian Anderson in the book.
-Dilan Guthrie, 2nd Grade

1.

Brief Summary: A boy named Henry was a slave. Henry
and his brothers and sisters worked in a big house where
his master lived. One morning the master called
Henry and his mother. The master was very ill
and Henry hoped that he would set him free
before he dies.

Congratulations To Our Circus Ticket Winners!
On Friday May 8th, five lucky students were chosen to receive
complimentary tickets to the Universoul Circus, sponsored by Senator Leroy Comrie. The process of selecting only five student recipients was challenging because we would love to see all of our
students go on the trip. To narrow down the options, staff members nominated a student from each grade to win the tickets.
Students were nominated based on good behavior,
quality homework performance and volunteering. We
congratulate Antonelle Coley, 3rd Grade, Faith Grinion, 5th Grade, Olanna Iwu,
2nd Grade, Haley Nedderman, Kindergarten, and Dominique Jerome, 1st Grade,
for being star students and exhibiting good behavior. We look forward to selecting more star students to receive prizes and awards.

Winter and Spring Break 2015!

C.Y.C.S.I. Staff Spotlight
Arts and Crafts

to make motors and geometry
through bubbles. -Ms. Collette
Why did you choose Arts and
Crafts as a club? -Anaya Campbell
I like to draw and be creative Bianca Jones

Ms. Collette

Why do you
like Arts and
Crafts? Antonelle
Coley

Collette Lee, a student of
Queensborough College, was
hired as a part time employee
after participating the in the
Internship Program early this
year.
Why did you choose to work with
CYCSI? - Anaya Cambell
I chose to work with CYCSI because it seemed like a great organization. - Ms. Collette

Robotics
Mr. Mark and Ms. Gabriella from Thomas Edison Career and Technical High school headed
up the Robotics Club this school year.
What do you expect to gain
through working
with the Robotics
club? -Mr. Eric
I expect to gain the opportunity to enhance
my work experience. - Mr. Mark
What have you done at Thomas Edison high
school pertaining to robotics? -Mr. Eric

I like Arts
and Crafts
because I like
expressing my
creativity Olanna Adentunji

I've competed at several robotics competitions, study electronic theory, built robots,
and practiced following verbal directions. –
Mr. Mark

What kind of
projects have
you done? Alecia Ford

Why do you want to teach arts
and crafts? - Antonelle Coley
I want to teach arts and craft
because I enjoy doing arts and
crafts. -Ms. Collette

We've worked on marble drawing
and we made ball-in-a-cup toys.

What projects are you planning
to do? -Mr.Eric

Do you feel like Arts and Craft is
the right club for you? Why?

I plan to teach the students how

Yes because I want to pursue

Farewell Ms. Shadra
Shadra Sampson has contributed her talent, skills and warm spirit to the development of programs at CYCSI. During her employment with CYCSI she worked with
kindergarten and grades 1st and 2nd, led the Arts & Crafts club and served as the
programs administrative assistant. She will be greatly missed by the students and
staff members.
What will you miss most about Ms. Shadra?
“I will miss Shadra’s affable personality when interacting with the staff and students, her pristine ability to decorate for events and most of all her kind words of
encouragement.”-Ms. Brandie
“She’s always so nice and kind and I can say funny things to her” -Mr. Brian
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