
Journa l i sm Club  Learns                  

Pr int ing  Fundamenta ls  

  

On Friday, May 25th the Journalism Club took a trip to St. Albans 

Digital Printing. There they learned the process of how documents are 

printed. Here are some reactions from  members of our club who 

attended the trip. 

  

 I feel that the ST. Albans Printing Center was very interesting. 

The place had a lot of different machines and printers. The journalism 

club saw how newsletters and other documents are printed. It was 

exciting to see our newsletter being printed out for the first time. 

                By Beatrice Agbi 

  

 I had a lot of fun at the printing center. I had the chance to 

see how a lot of people get to go to the printing center to get their 

work printed. Customers have the opportunity to give feedback on the  

things they want to print. We had the chance to give our suggestions to 

the newsletter we created. What I liked best about this trip was when 

we had a chance to see our newsletter come out of the printer. It was a 

very exciting moment. 

     By Brandi Guy 

Continue to page 2 
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Meet The Zeta Phi Psi Sorority Club! 

Zeta Phi Psi is a the sorority club at CYCSI Afterschool Program. The club was established 

in February 2015 by CYCSI activity specialist Jeanna Buchannan and facilitated by        

DeAndra Barnes and Jasmine Warren. Students from the A.C.T. club met with the Big Sis-

ters to discuss the purpose of starting the sorority. 

“Why did you start the sorority club?” - Aaliyah King 

“I started the sorority club to offer leadership opportunities to children in the community. 

The goal is to join one of the Divine Nine sororities in the future. The Divine Nine sororities 

are the top non-Paleolithic sororities. Out of the Divine Nine I would like to join the Delta's. 

I decided to create a sorority 

similar to the sororities that 

have set precedents to help 

young ladies in the community 

reach their full academic poten-

tial and participate in serving 

the community.” - Ms. Jeanna  

 

 

Congrats to      

Loretta Lynch, the 

first African-

American Female                 

Attorney General. 

Valentine’s Day & Black History Celebration 

  
At this year’s Valen-

tine's Day and Black 

History celebration 

students participated in 

black history trivia 

games, read poems, 

danced, sang and more!          

Continued on page 2. 



“ When I grow up, I want to be a cheerleader that cheers for football and basketball teams. It will be 

nice to cheer for them when they win a cool game.” -Ciara Stevens, Grade 1 

“When I grow up, I want to be an artist because it is very fun to draw. I also want to be a fashion design-

er because if Disney needs new dresses for their princesses, I could help them make new ones.”  

                              -Madison Degrasse, Grade 3 

  “When I grow up, I want to be a fashion designer be-

cause I like making new cloths with different patterns 

in them.” -Serenity Ogelsby, Grade K 

“When I grow up, I want to be a   wrestler and 

work for the WWE.” -Olivia Counts, Grade 2 

 

 
Valentine’s Day & Black History Celebration 

 

 

Remembering Hattie 

McDaniel By Cameron 

Mells-Jackson, 5th Grade  

Hattie McDaniel was the 

first African-American to 

win an Academy Award. She 

was born on June 10, 1895 

in Wichita, Kansas. Her friends called 

her “Hi-Hat Hattie.” She was her par-

ents 13th child. Her father was a Baptist 

minister and her mother was a gospel 

singer. She went to a school with only 

two black kids in her class. Hattie and 

her family moved many times.  Ms. 

McDaniel’s first acting role was in a small 

film as an extra in Hollywood. This gave 

her acting career a great jump start . 

After starring in many films she finally 

won an Academy Award for the 1939 film 

Gone With the Wind, making her the 

first African-American to win the award. 

Ms. McDaniel passed away in Woodland 

Hills, California on October 26, 1952. 

Her accomplishments and 

achievements paved the way and 

helped create opportunities for 

African-Americans in film today.  

 

Coolest Moments at the Valentine’s 
Day & Black History Celebration by 

Paige Hall, 3rd Grade 

One of the coolest moments at the 
celebration is when we performed 
the African dance. We had a dance 
contest for each grade to show off 
our awesome dance moves. After we 
danced we ate pizza, drank juice and 
water.  We also played the Black His-
tory month trivia game, the 
winners won small prizes. 
Overall, I had an amazing 
time.  

My Favorite Moments by        
Alicia Ford, 3rd Grade 

My favorite part of the Valentine’s 
Day and Black History celebration 
was when we danced . All the 
grades danced together . We also 
had a contest and made a conga 
line. I also like when we ate cookies, 
pizza and candy. The dancing was 
really fun. We danced to the song 
Happy and did the DJ little man 
dance. Even though there 
were specific dances. I was 
able to create my own 
dance. 

Black History Song 
By Aaliyah King, 
2nd Grade 
 
Black History is the 
best.  
Its a special cele-
bration. 
Martin Luther King 
is a king and we be-
lieve in him. 
Oh yeah, we believe 
in him. 
There was a women 
named Rosa Parks. 
She went on a bus      

and sat down. 
A person came on 
the bus and said get 
up, 
and Rosa said no, no, 
no, and she got 
locked up. 
Black Americans 
learned from that 
and started a boy-
cott. 
They walked 
to many plac-
es and start-
ed carpool-
ing. 

Life is Beautiful By     
Faith Grinion and        
Jasmine Mayers, 5th Grade 
 
Life is so beautiful now. 
With everyone together,  
but we all wonder how 
it became like this forever. 
 
Our country used to be  
full of hatred and death,  
and no one thought 
that it would end. 
  
The unnoticed became pro-
testers  
sharing throughout the coun-
try. 
Sharing how we could come 
together  
to live as one, happily. 
 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
always kept his dream 
and Rosa Parks  
kept the buses free. 
 
Althea Gibson 
broke the barriers in tennis, 
and Jackie Robinson  
was our black baseball leg-
end. 
 
Barack Obama  
was the first black president  
and he had a 
successful consecutive elec-
tion.  
 
So now that you know  
about our black heroes 
we have to continue treating 
people with  
one hundred 
percent love 
and respect—
not zero. 

Black History   
Trivia Game! 

 
1.The 15th 

amendment 
granted Afri-
can-Americans 
the right to… 

 
A- vote 
b-drive 
c-cook 
 
2. Civil Rights Ac-
tivist W.E.B. Du-
Bois founded… 
 
a- NAACP the Na-
tional Association 
for the Advance-
ment of Colored 
People 
b- McDonalds 
c-CYCSI Community 
Youth Care Services 
Inc. 
 
3. ______ is con-
sidered the Mother   
of the civil rights   
movement. 

 
a- Rosa Parks 
b- Ms. Jeanna 
c- Michelle Obama  
 
4. This was an 
important event 
during the civil 
rights movement 
that occurred in 
1964. 
 
a- P.S. 176 opens 
b- Congress passed 
the Civil Rights Act 
c- Slavery is abol-
ished  
 
5. The first Afri-
can-American to 
run for presidential 
candidacy was… 
 
a- Mr. Brian 
b- Barack Obama  
c- Shirley Chisholm    

Flip Upside Down For 

The Correct Answers: 

1.A, 2.A, 3.A, 4.B, 5.C 



Vaughn Co l lege Vis its P.S. 176 Afterschoo l  

 On Friday, May 25, 2012 P.S. 176 Afterschool had a special visit form representatives of Vaughn College. 

These visitors were, Michael Wroblewski, President of the Robotics Club at Vaughn College, Mike Osiris of the Robot-

ics Club and Philip Meade, Director of Vaughn College Career Services. Some of the robots shown to P.S. 176 stu-

dents, will compete in the 2012 Vex College Robotics Competition in Anaheim, California. These representatives spoke 

of their various robotics programs and projects. In addition, they were able to demonstrate how different commands 

are used to make robots perform different actions.  The Journalism Club was on the scene ready to get the latest 

scoop on robotics and Vaughn College.  

Beatrice Agbi: What does physics have to do with robots? 

Vaughn College: The gear that moves includes physics because if the pedal of a bicycle moves once the small wheel 

will move twice. 

Pharrah Gatteau: Why do you like robots? 

Vaughn College: Because we get to use our creativity when creating robots and new ways to make them move. 

Shaniece Bradley: Where is Vaughn College? 

Vaughn College: We are located at Flushing New York. 

Madison Degrasse: How did you become so good at making robots? 

Vaughn College: We get a lot of our ideas from a lot of different things. For example, the character from Trans-

formers gave us a lot of ideas and inspiration on how we would like our robots to move. 

Omory Rowe: Why do your robots look and move a certain way? 

Vaughn College: These robots were made for a competition.  

 

“ When I grow up, I want to be a cheerleader that cheers for football and basketball teams. It will be 

nice to cheer for them when they win a cool game.” -Ciara Stevens, Grade 1 

“When I grow up, I want to be an artist because it is very fun to draw. I also want to be a fashion design-

er because if Disney needs new dresses for their princesses, I could help them make new ones.”  

                              -Madison Degrasse, Grade 3 

  “When I grow up, I want to be a fashion designer be-

cause I like making new cloths with different patterns 

in them.” -Serenity Ogelsby, Grade K 

“When I grow up, I want to be a   wrestler and 

work for the WWE.” -Olivia Counts, Grade 2 

 

 
Women ’s History Month 

 

Meta Warrick Fuller was born on June 

9,1877 and died on March 18, 1968. Meta 

was an African-American artist, 

notable for her fine art. 

-Mackenzie L. Breg, 1st Grade 

Alice Coachman was the first 

African-American woman to win 

the Olympic high jump. 

She was a very ener-

getic child. 

 

When people think of tennis, 

they think about Serena 

Williams, but the best ten-

nis player in my opinion is 

Althea Gibson. Gibson was 

born August 25, 1927. She won the French open, 

Australian open, and the Wimbledon. She was com-

pared to Jackie Robinson for her achievements as 

an African-American athlete. Before she died she 

coached great athletes such as Serena and Venus 

Williams. Gibson was one of the first in-

ductees in the international women’s 

sports hall of fame. 

-Tahir Peele, 5th Grade 

 

Elizabeth Blackwell was born February 3, 1821. 

She was the first woman to get a medical de-

gree in the United States. She was also the 

first woman to graduate from medical school. 

In 1874, Blackwell established a woman’s medi-

cal school in London with Sophia Jex-Blake. 

-Madison Pierre, 1st Grade 

 

Madame C. J. Walker is known as the first self-

made female millionaire. She made her own line 

of haircare products.  

–Ariel Lessey, 1st Grade 

 
Women’s History Poem by Alicia Ford, 3rd Grade 

and Ariel Lessey, 1st Grade 

Women’s history is the best. Better than all the rest.  

It’s an amazing celebration. All around the nation. 

Madame C.J. Walker was a big talker. 

She sold hair products. Business went off like a rocket. 

Marian Anderson, day and night she sung.  

Sing or sell, women's history rings with a bell. 

Spr ing B irthday Celebrat ions !  



Commun ity Serv ice Learn ing/Intern ing At CYCSI  
 

In the 2014/2015  school year 25 new students signed up to participate in the CYCSI Community Service Learning Pro-

gram joining us from high schools and community colleges. Sixty  percent of the students, while managing their busy 

school schedules, accumulated 50 service hours and most of them attended the Department of Health Mandatory 

School Age Care Training. Their contributions included working with students to accurately complete their home work 

assignments and supporting clubs such as sports, music, arts and crafts and cooking. Additionally, six students returned 

from the 2013/14 school year.  Four of the six students teamed up with us over the summer as participants of the De-

partment of Youth and Community Development Summer Youth Program (SYEP). The students’ reward for their volun-

teer/internship experience range from personal satisfaction, confirmation that working with children is a career op-

tion, high school credit and stipends, and part time employment at CYCSI program.  

                 Institute For Health Professions At Cambria Heights 

Queensborough                 

Community College 

Queens High School of       

Teaching Liberal Arts &            

The Sciences 

         Hillcrest High School 

 Queens Preparatory Academy 

Preparatory Academy               

For Writers 

Thomas A. Edison Career & Technical  HS 

PS/IS 208  

Medgar Evers Preparatory School Hillcrest High School 

The Mary Louis Academy 

         Medgar Evers Preparatory School 

PS/IS 208 
Thomas A. Edison Career  

& Technical  HS 

Preparatory Academy          

For Writers 



 

When Marian 

Sang By Pam 

Munoz Ryan  

 

When Marian Sang 

is a biographical 

picture book about 

the life of legend-

ary African-

American singer 

Marian Anderson. The book was written by Pam Munoz 

Ryan and it was illustrated by Brian Selznik. The book de-

tails the trouble Anderson had because of her race. She 

couldn’t sing in many places because she was colored, but 

she kept on trying. She traveled and sang in many differ-

ent languages. Eventually Anderson had the opportunity to 

sing at the Metropolitan Opera. One of the important 

events in the story is when Marian Anderson’s father died 

from an injury while at the Reading Terminal. 

Another important event is when she per-

formed in France. 

-Alicia Ford, 3rd Grade 

 

The book is about the famous opera singer Marian Ander-

son. Marian use to sing with her sister all afternoon when 

she was eight. As a professional she sang over seas, but 

she had trouble singing in America because of racism and 

segregation. Finally with President Roosevelt’s approval 

the Department of the Interior of the United States gov-

ernment invited Marian to sing on the steps of 

the Lincoln Memorial on Easter Sunday. Find 

out more about Marian Anderson in the book. 

-Dilan Guthrie, 2nd Grade 

10 Fun facts about Marian Anderson from When Mari-
an Sang by Pam Munoz Ryan: 
 

1. Sometimes Marian Anderson had an accompanist when 

she traveled by train. 

2. She sang loudly. 

3. When she was little she would sing with her sisters, 

sometimes all afternoon. 

4. She often sang with her eyes closed. 

5. Marian Anderson’s dream came true because she was 

able to perform at the Metropolitan Opera. 

Oghosa Aigbogun, 2nd Grade 
 
6. Marian had two younger sisters named Ethel and Alyse. 

7. She was one of the youngest members singing on the 

peoples chorus at church. 

8. In 1915 she couldn’t go to the music school because she 

was colored. 

9. Other churches wanted her to sing. 

10. She received medals and awards for her 

voice. 

Kennedy Jacobs, 2nd Grade 

A.C.T. Book Rev iews 

Book Report By Jayda Philips, 1st Grade  

Title: Henry’s Freedom Box 

Characters: Henry, Dr. Smith, brothers and sisters, 

James, Master, Nancy, Master's son, and Henry’s friend. 

Setting: Plantation, a factory, a ship, and Philadelphia. 
 
Brief Summary: A boy named Henry was a slave. Henry 

and his brothers and sisters worked in a big house where 

his master lived. One morning the master called 

Henry and his mother. The master was very ill 

and Henry hoped that he would set him free 

before  he dies. 

Congratu lat ions To Our Circus T icket Winners !  

 

On Friday May 8th, five lucky students were chosen to receive 

complimentary tickets to the Universoul Circus, sponsored by Sen-

ator Leroy Comrie. The process of selecting only five student re-

cipients was challenging because we would love to see all of our 

students go on the trip. To narrow down the options, staff mem-

bers nominated a student from each grade to win the tickets. 

Students were nominated based on good behavior, 

quality homework performance and volunteering. We 

congratulate Antonelle Coley, 3rd Grade, Faith Grinion, 5th Grade, Olanna Iwu, 

2nd Grade, Haley Nedderman, Kindergarten, and Dominique Jerome, 1st Grade, 

for being star students and exhibiting good behavior. We look forward to select-

ing more star students to receive prizes and awards. 



Winter  and Spr i ng  Break 2015 !  



 

 

 

C.Y.C.S.I.  Staff Spot l i ght  

 Arts and Crafts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Collette Lee, a student of 

Queensborough College, was 

hired as a part time employee 

after participating the in the 

Internship Program early this 

year. 
 

Why did you choose to work with 

CYCSI? - Anaya Cambell 
 
I chose to work with CYCSI be-

cause it seemed like a great or-

ganization. - Ms. Collette 
 
Why do you want to teach arts 

and crafts? - Antonelle Coley 
 
I want to teach arts and craft 

because I enjoy doing arts and 

crafts. -Ms. Collette 
 
What projects are you planning 

to do? -Mr.Eric 
 
I plan to teach the students how 

to make motors and geometry 
 
through bubbles. -Ms. Collette 
 
Why did you choose Arts and 

Crafts as a club? -Anaya Camp-

bell  
 
I like to draw and be creative - 

Bianca Jones 
 
Why do you 

like Arts and 

Crafts? -

Antonelle 

Coley 
 
I like Arts 

and Crafts 

because I like 

expressing my 

creativity -

Olanna Aden-

tunji  
 
What kind of 

projects have 

you done? -

Alecia Ford 
 
We've worked on marble drawing 

and we made ball-in-a-cup toys. 
 
Do you feel like Arts and Craft is 

the right club for you? Why? 
 
Yes because I want to pursue 

 
 

Robotics 
 

Mr. Mark and Ms. Gabriella from Thomas Edi-
son Career and Technical High school headed 
up the Robotics Club this school year. 

 
What do you ex-

pect to gain 

through working 

with the Robotics 

club? -Mr. Eric 
 
I expect to gain the opportunity to enhance 

my work experience. - Mr. Mark 
 
What have you done at Thomas Edison high 

school pertaining to robotics? -Mr. Eric 
 
I've competed at several robotics competi-

tions, study electronic theory, built robots, 

and practiced following verbal directions. –

Mr. Mark 

Ms. Collette  

Farewell Ms. Shadra  

Shadra Sampson has contributed her talent, skills and  warm spirit to the develop-

ment of programs at CYCSI. During her employment with CYCSI she worked with 

kindergarten and grades 1st and 2nd, led the Arts & Crafts club and served as the 

programs administrative assistant. She will be greatly missed by the students and 

staff members.   

What will you miss most about Ms. Shadra? 

“I will miss Shadra’s affable personality when interacting with the staff and stu-

dents, her pristine ability to decorate for events and most of all her kind words of 

encouragement.”-Ms. Brandie 

“She’s always so nice and kind and I can say funny things to her” -Mr. Brian 



Community Youth Care Services, Inc. 

120-45 235th Street 

Cambria Heights, NY 11411 

Phone: 718-525-4057, Ext. 1282 

Linette Townsley, Program Manager 

Bus: 718-525-4057, Ext. 1282 

Email: ltownsley@cycsi.org 

Cheryl Caddle, Executive Director 

Bus: 718-525-4057, Ext. 1282 

Email: ccaddle@cycsi.org 

                                             

                                         C o m m u n i t y  Y o u t h  C a r e  S e r v i c e s    

                                                               Q u a l i t y  O u t  o f  S c h o o l  P r o g r a m s  


