God’s View of Humility (Sjm 9-27-2023)
Eph 5:1   Be ye therefore imitators of Christ  (Sets the standard for character and power)


Rom 12:2   And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

Great Example from Jesus:

Luke 18:9 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, & despised (NIV “looked down” – I am better) than others:
10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.
Pharisee  (separated one)  members of a Jewish sect that believed in resurrection and in following legal traditions that often were ascribed from the traditions of the fathers (considered others religiously unclean) 
Publican – Were Jews also but generally worked for the Romans as tax collector of tolls for  transporting goods (land taxes collected by the Romans) 

11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself,  “God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican”.
12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.

13 And the publican, standing afar off, (Had to) would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. (true repentance)
14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.
                  Abased - Downgraded       To humble = upgraded  
      Matt 21:31 That the publicans (lower Jews ) and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you
Humble= Webster:  Having or expressing a sense of selflessness; modesty; meekness, unpretentiousness:

Lowly in condition or rank; 

 (Opposite) =Arrogance - Exaggerating one’s own worth or importance in an overbearing manner

Nelson = Humility  “A freedom from arrogance, that grows out of the recognition that all we have and are, comes from God.”  The Greek philosophers despised humility because it implied inadequacy, lack of dignity, and worthlessness to them. 

Charles Sturgeon’s Definition:

*
True humility does not produce pride but gratitude

*   The truly humble are, first of all, submissive to God's will. (Whatever God wills, they will)

Spirit-Soul-Body (we determine what percentages dominate us)

 KKullman (more of you & less of me)

   Dress styles today different (wild) = really trying to bring attention to yourself

     Meekness is a fruit of the spirit!

       Unpretentiousness is like JESUS!



Yogi Berra “it ain’t braggin if you done it”







Christians shouldn’t just be a mirror of society!

Jesus’s Example:
Phil 2:8
And being found in the fashion of man, he humbled himself & became obedient unto death

* Conformed to a lower form for the good of others * Gave up his will, and followed the Father’s will

Matt 11:29
Take my yoke upon you, & learn of me, for I am meek (humble) & lowly of heart & ye shall find rest unto your souls.

  *John 13:4-15   Read   Jesus washing feet

Mark 10:45
For the son of man came not be ministered unto but to minister...

John’s example:  John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease (John was pretty famous) 
General Scriptures:
Phil 2:3
Let each esteem others better than ourselves (key to true Christianity)  
Prov 27:2  Let someone else praise you, & not your own mouth; an outsider, & not your own lips.
Duet 8:2
And thou shall remember all the way which the Lord thy God lead thee these 40 years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thy heart whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no

          3
And he humbled thee & suffered thee to hunger & fed thee with manna . That he might make thee know that man does not live by bread alone but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God   (Israel resisted relying on God)

2 Chron 7:14
If my people which are called by name shall humble thyself and pray & seek my face & turn from there wicked ways then will I hear from heaven & will forgive their sin and will heal their land

Prov 29:23
A man’s pride shall bring him low, but honour shall uphold the humble in Spirit

Matt 18:4
Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. (Child does not have wealth, position, political power, physical strength)

1 Pet 5:5

Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another & be clothed with humility for God resisteth the proud & giveth grace to the humble
*James 4:10
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.  

*1 Pet 5:6
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:   

  Prov 18:12
Before destruction the heart of man is haughty (prideful) , and before honour is humility
*
The meek do not quarrel with God. They do not talk, as some foolish people do, of having been born under a wrong planet, and placed in circumstances unfavorable to their development. 

*
They are also flexible to God's Word; if they are really meek, they are always willing to bend. They do not imagine what the truth ought to be & then come to the Bible for texts to prove what they think should be there

*
They leave difficult explanations to the great Interpreter who alone can make all plain. When they meet with doctrines that are contrary to their own notions, and hard for flesh and blood to receive, they yield up themselves to the Divine Spirit, and pray, 

*
When the humble in spirit find, in the Word of God, any precept, they seek to obey it at once. 

*
He will often give up what he thinks to be lawful, because he does not think it is expedient for the good of others. He seeks to be a true brother among his brethren, thinks himself most honored when he can be the doorkeeper of the house of the Lord, or perform any menial service for the household of faith.

*
Lowers himself to the level of the lowest for the general good of all. He imitates his Master, who, though he was equal with God, "made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant" <Phil 2:7> 

*
Retaliation & revenges are not Christian words or practices of the humble

