Destined for Victory (sjm 8-31-2025)

Understand the Environment 
1 Peter 5:8  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:  
                        Sober – on guard, keep watch & stay awake (appears Satan can tell who has their guard down) 
                        Vigilant – keenly watchful to detect danger; careful attention, alertness. 
MSG = The Devil is poised to pounce & would like nothing better than to catch you napping. Keep your guard up. (many athletes take plays off – they have tremendous ability, but many times not used!
                 			As Christians many seem to take days even weeks off) 
				(he is fiercely hungry) looking for someone to possess

      Prov 27:23 Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds;
                            [There are health issues, job issues, financial issues, relationship issues, anxiety & fear issues]
  
      2 Tim 3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
                                2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,    unthankful, unholy,
        3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,
        4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;
        5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof:

Matt 24:43  But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into.
                        Understand – a very strong knowing:  Almost like a husband/wife relationship 
                        Coming – arrives (not an if, but a when) 
                       Owner – Someone in charge of something 
                       Easy translation adds – “and take away his things” 
                       Msg – and would have been there with his dogs (do what in necessary in the spiritual realm)
                                ( Dogs, fences, guns security system – they go to sleep at night thinking everything is okay)
                                    Some trust in chariots & sone in horses, but we will remember the Name af the Lord! (Ps 20:7) 


What is the Ultimate Outcome?
1 Cor 15:57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
                  Victory = triumph = particularly the results of a conquest 
                  [Refers to a spiritual triumph over sin, death & the world through faith in Jesus Christ's sacrifice & resurrection]
                    Prov 21:31  The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but victory rests with the Lord.

   1 John 4:4  Ye are of God my children & have overcome them because greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world       Overcome = Conquered or triumphed 	

1 John 5:4 declares that "everyone born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world: our faith". 
		  WWEV:   Everyone who is God's child wins a victory over the world. We win because we believe God.


How do we get there?

Mark 1:15   Jesus - The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye & believe the gospel.
                      Repent – to change one’s attitudes, thoughts and behaviors 
                      Gospel – the good news!

Rom 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.
                      “Provides Triumph Over Sin and Death:  Equipped for Spiritual Warfare, Overcome the World, restored Relationship with God and delegated Power & Authority 

Matt 16:18   And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter (small, detached stone) & upon this rock (rock formation) I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.     Build = to build up 

         	         Doesn’t Come Automatically:  We need to stand up against Evil, Demonic attack & Adverse Circumstances 

*Mark 16:19   And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
                         Kingdom – Rule & reign of God 
                         Bind – to wrap up or put in chains (bind demonic attack, sickness, lack, killing, stealing & destroying)  
                         Loose – untie or set free (Peace, joy, health, provision, wisdom, divine protection, favor)

*Luke 10:17  The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.”
                18  He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.
                19  Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.
                           Harm you:  Strongs:  to do wrong, mistreat:– harm (6), did wrong (2), does wrong (2), done wrong (2), hurt (2), wronged (2), cheat (1), damage (1), do wrong (1), guilty (1), harm done (1), inflict injury (1), injured (1), mistreated (1), mistreating (1), torment (1), unfair (1), wrongs (1)               
