West Hempfield Presbyterian Church

First Sunday of Christmas
Sunday, December 28, 2025

Where you see the star (*), you are invited to stand if you are comfortable.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Youth Acolytes will light the candles on the Lord’s Table

CALL TO WORSHIP
In the beginning and in the midst of darkness, God spoke.

Let there be light.

In the beginning was the Word. And the Word came and dwelt
among us. And the Word was the light of all peoples.

Let there be light.

We light our candles, knowing that the One who is the source and
promise of all light is the One whose birth we celebrate.

Let there be light.

We are here to seek a little light by which we can see, by which we
can live, by which we can love.

Let there be light.

We need to know that we are part of something greater than the
flicker of our own little candles. We long to be assured that the light
of Christ is with us even in the moment.

Let there be light.

So we light our candles in gratitude for the love and light that shine



through the babe born in Bethlehem who became the Redeemer of
us all.

Let there be light.

May we be so emboldened as to share the love of God with a
world longing for light and hope, purpose, and love. May our
actions and generosity shine in a world under the shadow of
despair.

Let there be light.

We join the chorus of those whose carols have echoed through the
years — “O come to us, abide in us, our Lord, Emmanuel.”

Let there be light.
OPENING PRAYER
*HYMN # 121 O Little Town of Bethlehem

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Great and glorious God, through Jesus Christ our Savior,
You have shown us that the blessed age of grace has
appeared and the long hoped-for time of salvation has
come. Yet we cling to the glories of the present age. We
choose to walk in darkness, unwilling to see Your light.
Cleanse us and free us through Christ, who gave himself
for us, so that we might be Your people, holy and whole
... (silent personal confessions) ... in Christ’'s name we pray,
Amen.

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE



*GLORIA PATRI

SCRIPTURE Hebrews 2:10-18

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION

The offering plate can be found at the main entrance of the sanctuary
before and after worship. It is also possible to give online from the
church website (westhempfieldpc.org) or by texting WHPC to 73256.

Offertory
*Doxology
*Prayer of Dedication

SCRIPTURE Matthew 2:13-23
SERMON God With Us
*HYMN O Holy Night

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY AND LORD’S PRAYER
*HYMN # 134 Joy to the World
*BENEDICTION

PASSING OF THE PEACE
POSTLUDE



