West Hempfield Presbyterian Church
Christmas Eve Service
Wednesday, December 24, 2025 at 7pm

Where you see the star (*), you are invited to stand if you are comfortable.

GATHERING MUSIC
WELCOME
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP Isaiah 9:2,6-7
Children of God, what are we waiting for?

We wait for the One who will be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray: God-with-us on this long, dark night, just as
Mary felt the pains of anticipation, just as the shepherds felt
the breathlessness of excitement, just as the wise ones
from the east felt the exhaustion of a long journey, we enter
this story seeking the miracle — the incarnation of the Son

of God.



On behalf of ourselves, our families, our community,
and the whole earth, we tiptoe into the quiet realm of
new birth, looking for redemption, looking for
deliverance. The time will come when we shout your
triumph, but for now we listen, and we feel the pulse of
the Christ Child, beckoning us into hope, peace, joy,
and love. Open our hearts and minds to his call. Amen.

*HYMN # 133 O Come, All Ye Faithful

SCRIPTURE Matthew 1:18-25

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

*HYMN # 115 Away in a Manger

OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION

The offering plate can be found at the main entrance of the
sanctuary before and after worship. It is also possible to give
online from the church website (westhempfieldpc.org) or by
texting WHPC to 73256. With online giving it is possible to
make a one-time gift or set up automatic, recurring donations.

Offertory
*Doxology
*Prayer of Dedication

SCRIPTURE Luke 2:1-20

SERMON Full of Surprises



*HYMN # 118 While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks

PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS AND LORD’S PRAYER

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (based on John 1)
In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God.

All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being.

What has come into being in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overtake it.

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming
into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being
through him, yet the world did not know him.

He came to what was his own, and his own people did
not accept him. But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory,

the glory as of a father’s only son,

full of grace and truth.



*CANDLE LIGHTING

*HYMN #122

*BENEDICTION

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
POSTLUDE

Poinsettias 2025

Richard Blend

In Loving Memory of Marlene
Bookheimer
and Ronald Blend

Dave and Becky Collier
In Honor of our children

Scott and Debby Eckrich

In Honor of children and
grandchildren

Rick Forsyth

In Memory of my mother, father, and
sister

Jon & Birdie Grinder

In Honor of Savannah, |zabela,
Jacklyn, and Teagan

Debbie Miller
In Memory of Dave

Silent Night

Jeff and Pam Siegel
In Memory of Bucky Siegel
In Memory of Andy and Jean Zobel

In Memory of Gretchen and Thomas
Cunningham

Linda Simpson

Jim and Helen Toms

In Memory of Helen’s parents Jim and
Helen Chuboy

Carol Williamson

In Memory of Drew, Scott, family, and
friends

In Honor of Susan, Dan, Meghan,
Molly, and Matthew

Teresa Vanderlee
In Memory of Christine Phillips

The Wirt Family

In Honor of Vivian, Genevieve, and
Everett



