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EKEV WHICH MEANS: CONSEQUENCE
Moses continues his final discourse to the Sons of Yisrael, promising them that if they fulfill the precepts of the
Torah, they will be prosperous in the land they are about to conquer and settle, thus fulfilling Yahweh's promise
to their patriarchs.

Moses also rebukes them for failures in their first generation as a people, recalling the idolatry of the Golden Calf,
Korach's rebellion, the sin of the spies, their incitement of Yahweh in Taveeira, Masa, and Kivrot Hataava; "You have
been rebellious against Adonai," he tells them, "since the day I met you." However, it also speaks of Divine
forgiveness and the Second Tablets of the law that Elohim wrote and gave them after they had repented.

The 40 years in the wilderness, Moses tells them, during which Adonai fed them the daily Mana from heaven, were
to teach them that "man does not live by bread alone, but by the word of Yahweh man lives."

Moses describes the land they are to enter as a land that "flows milk and honey," a land blessed by the seven
species (wheat, barley, grape, fig, pomegranate, olive oil, and dates), as the place that is the focus of Divine
Providence in the universe. He commands them to destroy the idols of the previous inhabitants of the earth, and to
be careful not to become proud and think that "my power and the strength of my hand gave me this wealth."

A key passage in this section is the second chapter of the Shema, which repeats the fundamental precepts listed
in the first chapter of the Shema and describes the reward for observing Yahweh's precepts and the adverse
outcome (famine and exile) for not fulfilling them. 1



12 'Because you are hearing these statutes, keeping them and obeying them, YAHWEH your Elohim will keep with you
the covenant and mercy that He swore to His fathers.
13 He will love you, bless you, and multiply your numbers. He will also bless the fruit of their bodies and the fruit of
their land – their grain, wine, olive oil and the young men of their cattle and sheep – in the Land that He swore to
their parents He would give them.
14 You will be more blessed than all other peoples; There will be no barren male or female among you, and so with
your cattle.
15 YAHWEH will remove all diseases from among you – He will not afflict you with any of the dreadful diseases of
Mitzrayim, which you have known; on the contrary, He will cast them on those who hate you.
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PROMISES OF OBEDIENCE

Devarim (Deuteronomy) ) 7:12-15

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 8:1-8 
1 'All the mitzvot I am giving you today will be careful to obey; that they may live, multiply their numbers, enter and
take possession of the Land that YAHWEH swore to their fathers. 
2 You will remember all the way YAHWEH took you through these forty years in the wilderness, humbling you and
testing you to know what was in your heart – whether you would obey your mitzvot or not.
3 He humbled them, allowing them to be hungry, and then gave them to eat man, such as neither you nor your parents
had ever known, to make them understand that a person does not live by food alone but by every word that proceeds
from the mouth of YAHWEH.
 4 During these forty years the clothes they were wearing did not get old, and their feet did not swell.
5 Think deeply about it: YAHWEH was disciplining you, just as a man disciplined his son.
6 So obey the mitzvot of YAHWEH your Elohim, living as He leads and fearing Him.
7 For YAHWEH his Elohim is bringing them to a good land, a land with streams, springs, and water that goes up to the
well from the depths of valleys and mountainsides.
8 It is a land of wheat and barley, vines, fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of olive oil and honey;

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 9:1-4
1 ''Listen, Yisra'el! Thou shalt cross the Yarden today, to go and dispossess nations greater and stronger than thou,
great cities fortified to heaven;
2 a great and tall people, the Anakim, whom you know and have heard say, 'Who can stand before the sons of Anak?
3 Therefore, understand today that YAHWEH your Elohim, Himself, will cross before you like devouring fire; He will
destroy you and bring you down before you. Thus you will cast them out and cause them to perish quickly, as YAHWEH
has told you.
4 'Do not think to yourselves, after your Elohim has destroyed you from before you: 'It is to reward my righteousness
that YAHWEH has brought me to take possession of this land.' No, it is because these nations have been so wicked that
YAHWEH is driving them out of front of you.

YISRAEL'S INFIDELITY

THE BENEFITS OF YAHWEH

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 10:1-5
THE RENEWED ALLIANCE

1 'At that time YAHWEH said to me, 'Cut two tablets of stone like the first, go up the mountain, and make an ark of
wood.
2 I will inscribe on the tablets the words that were in the first tablets, which you broke, and you will put them in the
ark.'
3 So I made an ark of acacia wood and cut the stone boards like the first, then went up the mountain with the two
boards in my hand.
4 He inscribed the tablets with the same inscription as before, The Ten Words that YAHWEH proclaimed to you from the
fire on the mountain on the day of the assembly; and YAHWEH gave them to me.
5 I turned, came down from the mountain, and put the tablets in the Ark that I had made; and there they remain, as
YAHWEH commanded me.

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 11:1-5; 7-9 
THE GREATNESS OF YAHWEH

1 Therefore, you will love YAHWEH your Elohim and will always obey His commission, regulations, statutes, and mitzvot.
2 Today it is to you that I turn – not to your children, who have not known or experienced the discipline of YAHWEH his
Elohim, his greatness, his strong hand, his outstretched arm,
3 his signs and his deeds which he did in Mitzrayim to Pharaoh the king of Mitzrayim and to his whole country.
4 They did not experience what He did to the army of Mitzrayim, horses and chariots – as YAHWEH overwhelmed them
with the water of the Sea of Suf as they persecuted you, so that they remain destroyed to this day.
5 They did not experience what He kept doing for you in the wilderness until you came to this place;
7 But you have seen with your own eyes all these mighty works of YAHWEH.
8 Therefore, you will keep every mitzvah that I am giving you today; that they may live and multiply and take
possession of the Land they are crossing the Yarden to conquer;9 And so they will live long lives in the Land that
YAHWEH swore to give to their parents and their zera after them, a land flowing with milk and honey.
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