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M1 District Letter

DG Jerry Reaves
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M2 District Letter

DG Devin Struttmann
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A “l thanked God for saving me from a
nervous breakdown.

« | just decided not to give up. The
FOR THE BLIND inspiration | got from my refugee
[LEADER DOG NEWS FOR LIONS friends gave me the strength to go on.
v February 2021
From Suzy Farbman, Read the Spirt I'm a storyteller and a fundraiser
. » . who's committed to positive change.
Lions are “M essage Carriers” | could still be that person. My life’s
What Happens When an International Advocate for Women work now has become decreasing the
Meeded a Miracle? A Divine Message Placed by a Lion stigpma of blindness and other

Appeared disabilities caused by ableist
attitudes.”

Only 10% of legally blind people use a
white cane or a sight dog to go places
on their own. When you use these
aids, she says, you gain
independence, but you make your
blindness known to others. “For me,
coming out with my blindness gave
me my life back.” At first Wendi was
“embarrassed” to be going blind.
“Not anymore,” she says. “My goal
now is to help others with low or no
vision remain independent.” She's
dedicated to combatting ableism and
to improving the safety and
accessibility of environments.

While Wendi was working to help women learn to read by
the water wells in South Sudan, her eyesight started to

diminish. She was going blind from Retinitis Pigmentosa. As baby boomers mature, Wendi says,

apge-related blindness is a growing
concern. “I'm sounding the alarm.
We're reaching a crisis point. We
need many more resources to help
people with sight loss stay
independent.”

Receiving such a tough diagnosis, she decided to go camping
on her own for a week. “l didn’t want to fall apart in front of
my kids." From her home in Wisconsin, she went to
Bridgeman, MI, camping on the sand dunes. She made a list
of everything she'd miss, including the chance to someday
see her grandkids’ faces. The concession stand on the beach
happened to have a Lions Club brochure featuring a “really
cute” guide dog from Leader Dogs for the Blind. “I'd never
have guessed that seven years later that organization would
make a profound difference in my life.”

Order free brochures for your club to
post on our website (under
Lions/Resources).

She didn't fall apart. Continued next column

LeaderDog.org/Lions
FOLLOW THE LEADER B
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Doubl eTree Hot el St. Louis at Westport, 1973
63146
international guest for the weekend wil|l be
Al l en, JfomomeaNieggadramada, was eyeatedetm a8&r &k
idhakctor of Lions Clubs G&ntteBndtiliahaelnati bh
n, thmeuyzyth June 29, 2021.
All en became a Lion in 1981 when he joined t
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Tentative Schedufl*®eSwhj Ewtentt e Change** *

Registration. . ... I 5PM. Hospitality. ...J1l1RM.RP&8r.&Pd®e .0of .Banners .. ...
7:30 PM Live Music, Dancing &
Party Time....... TAIIPM . oo 8 PM
SATURDAY, MARCH 5
egistration ... .iI.10OAM:Business. Session. .. 8. AM. . . . ... ... .. T..:.1PM B : 30 A
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LI ONS CAUEeErBRUARY 1dihe2606@88m bl ock wildl be released, and
be available.
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Mar ch 64 2022
Name of Lion: Club: Phone:
Convention Package:
(Hospitality, Luncheon, Number attending _ _ X $95 =
* % % OR * * %
Luncheon Only Number attending _ _ X $30 = $_______
tending _ X $55 = s Breakfast onl y
S _ _ o _____
After Febr uanNDD 1I¥MUOMb@®22 attending xoguna:= $_
$________ Pl ease indicate how many of each meal <choice fo
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Di etary Needs: __
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