
Service Project Ideas
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny
Hand out cookies or baked goods at a 4th of July event celebration
Photo Contest for nonprofessionals
Easter Egg Hunt
Breakfast with Santa
Hang Flags around the community for holidays
Kids bike safety program for kindergarteners
Sponsor kids swim lessons for kids under the age of 8
Get a grant for new playground equipment for your park
Christmas cards for Veterans Home and Nursing homes
Christmas presents for Nursing home and Veterans homes 
who don't have family members

Fundraising Ideas
Cowpie Bingo  Gun Raffle   Pancake Breakfast    
 Pancake Dinner Trivia Night
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Lion Paula Rodgers
M6 District Governor 

IT'S A GREAT YEAR TO BE A LION!!!

                                                      And I truly mean that, I have been more blessed this year than I could 
       ever explain in words. The love that I feel each time I visit a new club 
       or get to visit with a Lion is amazing and welcoming.  Lately I have 

        been visiting other District conventions and being supportive of my 
                     fellow Governors. And as much as I enjoy that I have to say M6 still is 

       the best! And if you came to our convention THANKS!!!

      I am still getting around to some Clubs to hand out awards I have so I 
                  may be popping in on you sometime soon.

Since I have been traveling, I have accrued a list of things other Clubs do as service projects 
across the State of Missouri. Sometimes as a Club we get comfortable in our projects and 
don't want to try anything new but just imagine the interest it can inspire in your community. 
Even find a new member in the community to try running it for you! Give them the reigns and 
motivate them and watch your club grow!

I hope I get to meet each of you! And remember  to roar like a Lion and try something new!



District M6 Convention – Eye Mission
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Fellow Club Members:  I am pleased to report that the District M6 Eye Mission held at the Joplin 
Association for the Blind last Friday  in conjunction with the M6 District Convention was 
successful beyond all expectations. 47 Lions representing 14 Lions Clubs participated in the 
event including all five members of the new Joplin Lions Club and 10 from our Carl Junction 
club.  Hours for the event were 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. but a line around the building began forming at 
8 a.m.  About 50 were in line when the doors opened at 10:00 a.m.  By the time that we closed 
the doors, 151 people had registered and were scanned by our volunteers.  This resulted in over 
125 pairs of prescription glasses distributed and 27 referrals for further testing.  In addition, the 
Eye Mission included our district's Kid Sight chairman who screened 41 children for early 
detection of vision issues.  Several children, including a three-year-old, were then processed 
through the Eye Mission and provided with glasses with a few referred for further evaluation.

Although Joplin residents were the primary registrants, we saw people from Carthage, Aurora, 
Neosho, Granby, Galena, KS, Webb City, Carl Junction, Diamond, Girard, KS, Monett, Verona, 
Alba, Peirce City, Oronogo and Carterville.

Special recognition goes to our new 1VDGE Marlene Payne for coordinating the Eye Mission 
between the Joplin and Carl Junction Lions Clubs along with the District M6 leadership who 
included a slot on the convention agenda for us.  Also, Lions Harold and Lori Spire from the 
Maryville Host Lions Club for delivering several hundred prescription eyeglasses and PDG Frank 
Lambrecht for bringing the scanning equipment from Eldorado Springs.  Lion Joyce Jones from 

       the M6 District Diabetes Awareness program was on hand 
                    with literature and blood sugar screening.  Emilie Williams 
       from Kansas City University-Joplin and her assistant worked 
      all day distributing children's books and visiting with 

       parents.  Stephanie Mann and Joplin Lion member Joyce 
      Vaughn staffed the Joplin Association for the Blind 

       information table.

       Not to be overlooked, DG Paula Rodgers arrived with 
                    International Director Melissa Washburn and PCC Gemma 

      Ferguson who came to us from the Carlsbad (NM) 
       Downtown Lions Club and spent the day with us.



District M6 Convention – Eye Mission & Hospitality Night
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Our M6 District Convention 2026 was held Feb 27-28, with a great turn out & beautiful 
weather!!! We started Fri night with a hospitality night with IPDG Frank's fish with his crew 
cooking outside.

Director Washburn spoke several times at the M6 District Convention 
the following day about how impressed she was by  what she 
observed at the Eye Mission.

Lion Jeremy Boes, president of the Neosho Lions and 1st VP Marianne 
Taylor from Neosho were on hand to review the process as they plan 
for an Eye Mission in Neosho.  Lion Suzanne Wilson from the 
Branson/Hollister Lions was also there to help lay the groundwork for 
their scheduled Eye Mission.  Amanda Burk, a recent arrival to 
Lebanon, Missouri from Wisconsin, found us through the Eye Mission 
Foundation and spent the day with us helping fit the prescription 
eyeglasses.

We owe a debt of gratitude to Dr. Jeff Barkley, from Sam's Club who 
virtually without a break saw all but a handful of those who 
registered.  And finally, our thanks to Carl Junction Lions Ken and 
Linda Culbertson, Ken and Judy Heins, Kent Wise, Norma Frakes, 
Patsy Murray, Stuart and Marlene Payne and Joplin Lions Matt 
Vaughn, Rhonda Thompson, Gail Vaughn, Ashobi Ajith, Fran and 
Dale Owens for volunteering to staff and organize event.  It was a 
day where "We Serve" truly came to life.
Lion Steve Murray



District Convention 2026 – Joplin, MO
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Sat, Feb 28, was the big day of memorial, reports, LEO’s, voting, awards & ID Melissa's 

presentation. Great memories & fun. Congratulations to our district Peace Poster winner, 

Lion Steve Murray for being elected to the Saving Sight director's position. 

Congratulations to our 2026-27 officers...DGE Lion Tammy James, 1VDGE Lion Marlene 

Payne & 2VDGE Dawna Morris. (E=Elect)  For more pictures check out our Facebook page 
at Missouri Lions District M6.



District M6 Convention –  Anvil Axe Co.
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M6 ended our district convention at Anvil Ax Co. Where there's was throwing off Ax's (with 
workers teaching & watching over us, they were awesome). Everyone had a great time.



District M6 – Zone Meetings
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District Cabinet Meeting Minutes are posted on our district website at www.molionsm6.org 
(go to the “Log In”, then down the page to the “Lions M6 Cabinet Minutes” click on the blue 
box link, there you can see all of the minutes.)

Zone 4 had a great turn out Feb 21, 2026. 12 Lions from 3 different clubs & 1VDG Tammy 
came. We discussed projects going on in our clubs & new projects in the works. We also did 
a little training on planning for your Club's Success with leaders, goals/vision, S.W.O.T., & 
team from inside our clubs & with our community. Big thank you to Ava Lions for hosting us 
& supplying lunch too.

Back in the fall, a lady showed up at the Diamond 
Concession Stand wanting to get rid of her late 
husband's Lions clothing, pins, and hat from the old 
Joplin Rangeline Club.  I knew where to take them!

Another lady came to the Joplin Eye Mission on Feb 27, 
bringing his blue DG Jacket and other clothing items, 
along with this vest that PDG Craig Lehman is 
holding.  At that time, this Lion was in the Webb City 
Lions Club and later to a Joplin Club.  While PDG Craig 
and I inspected the vest and pins, we found the owners 
DG Pin (PDG Howard House) and learned that PDG Craig 
actually served the SAME year as PDG Howard (1988-
89).  What a reunion!

Lion Marlene Payne, 1VDGE

http://www.molionsm6.org/


Kid Sight
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Kid Sight
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Calendar of Events

March 2026
31 = MO Lions State Convention, Hotel rooms special ends.  
31 = Memphis Forum early bird registration ends for $340, to $360 on April 1. 

April 2026
4 = Carl Junction Lions Breakfast, with special Easter guest.
4 = Elkland Lions, Turkey Shoot 9am-noon & Easter Egg Hunt at 1pm.
10-11 = Mid-South Visiting Lions Weekend, Memphis, TN
11 = Hartville Lions Consignment & Donation Auction
18 = Elkland Lions Pancake Breakfast 8am and Craft Fair, 9am-1pm.
18-26 = Environment Week of Service
23 = Council of Governors Meeting, St. Joseph, MO
23-26 = MO State Convention, St. Joseph, MO
30 = GPLLI & FDI registration early bird payment ends.

May 2026
1 = Council Of Governors Meeting, St. Joseph, MO
2 = Seymour Lions Eye Mission, Seymour Methodist Church, 10am-2pm
2 = Christian Count Lions, Shred Day, Price Cutters Nixa, MO
9 = M6 Cabinet Meeting, Lebanon Wallace Center, Lebanon, MO
16 = Long Lane Lions, Pony Pull, 6pm
30 = Monett Lions 80th Anniversary, 5pm social hr, RSVP by May 15, 2026.

June 2026
1 = GPLLI & FDI applications deadline.
5 = Mid-South Lions Golf Tournament, Cherokee Valley, Olive Branch, MS
6 = Mid-South Quarterly Meeting, Hamilton Eye Institute, Memphis, TN
12-13 = Saving Sight Leader Summit/Board mtg, Kansas City, MO

July 2026
3-7 = International Convention Hong Kong
16-19 = FDI, Baldwin City, KS 
17-19 = GPLLI, Baldwin City, KS 

(For more calendar of Events, check on our district website at www.molionsm6.org)

Lions District MD26-M6

Please submit any articles (already wrote up) & pictures. If it’s just a flyer, 
great send that in. Newsletters will be going out at the end of each month.

Email to molionsm6@yahoo.com.
Thank you,

Lion Cathy Simpson, M6 Media Publisher

March 2026

https://midsouthlions.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3255921
https://midsouthlions.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3255921
https://midsouthlions.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3255921
mailto:molionsm6@yahoo.com


Lions District MD26-M6 March 2026

Clubs Corner

Rebecca Haine the Executive Director of The 
Pregnancy Resource Center was our speaker 
last Thursday at the Aurora Lions Club 
meeting. If you know anyone expecting, they 
are a great resource. They provide education 
and resources to expecting parents and stay 
with them thru the first year after birth.

Heritage Harmony House came and spoke to the 
Aurora Lions about all they do for our community 
last night. It was great to hear about the activities 
and meals they offer our community! Check them 
out at Heritage Harmony House for more 
information.

I didn’t get photos of the Aurora Lions at the Chamber Expo today but 
looks like we made other posts! Thanks! We are looking at holding our 
second Free vision screening later this year! We are looking for volunteers. 
We meet next the Second Thursday of April at 6:30 Pm in the basement of 
the Aurora Library

https://www.facebook.com/HeritageHarmonyHouseSeniorAge?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbVl4MRuSQcRMofL1LG09hE5RTvGqLRaysn8jR0FlLcJG8bh0aIDf3QSJKXYp9rDfbxA1dginGfX5qKovxnajqQgVOhPsVxcx2uVZLic4dXVYLjrapY1NontqcZd6iiRR7Yjr6qmHA6Y1UaL1VTsfRvdLSc5idauDIDdZFZ4F-WnKGuVtv8-7W383OHq4s_5uI&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Clubs Corner
2 eye mission, 2 towns & in 1 week with Branson-Hollister 
Lions Club along with 4 Ozark Seniors Health Fair. We 
screened 72 people for vision, 27 for hearing, about 22 fitted 
with glasses & about 15 referrals for further vision care. Thank
you to everyone who came out & helped. Thank you to Dr Trey
Upton from My Vision Clinic in Branson for coming out to help 
us today. 

DG Paula Rodgers 
inducting new members 
into the Branson-Hollister 
Lions Club.  
We had 11 new members 
recently join the club.

Branson Hollister members at 
District Convention in Joplin.

Branson Hollister recently processed and 
delivered 3,179 pairs of glasses to Jefferson City.
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Clubs Corner

Christian County Lions Club 
Spring is a time of new growth and beauty – and we renew
our commitment of service to our community.  

Scholarships – April 1, 2026, is the application deadline 
for graduating high school seniors in Christian County.  
Through some hard fund-raising work, we are able to offer 
3 scholarships.

Pancake breakfast – we hosted our third pancake 
breakfast on March 7, 2026, to raise money for the 
scholarships.  We are building on our successes!

Alleviating hunger – every year, we support Least of These 
Food Pantry – “Feeding People, Changing Lives”.  On 
average, they feed 1400 families per month.  On Feb 19, 
2026, we presented a check for $300 to help restock the 
shelves (pictured).  In addition, we donated an extra $100 
for hygiene items (not pictured).

White Cane Day – will be in April at Harter House in Nixa, 
MO.

Plastic Recycling – we continue to partner with Trex Corporation to recycle over 1,000 pounds 
of soft plastic every year.  That’s right, over 1,000 pounds of plastic every year.

Shred event – we will host our first shred event for the community on Saturday, May 2 at Price 
Cutter parking lot in Nixa, MO.  We look forward to providing this service to our community.

Carl Junction Lions will be having a breakfast Saturday, April 4th and 
will have a special guest “Hopping” in.



Clubs Corner
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Elkland 2026 Lions Club Events 



Clubs Corner
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Lebanon Host Lions Club members visited 
the OTC Lebanon campus Feb 4, 2026! 

Enjoying a great lunch and learning about how 
OTC serves our community! Thanks to 

President Dusty Childress for the invite and 
information shared today!

Clubs Corner
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Clubs Corner
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Clubs Corner
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Missouri Lions – Convention Registration
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Missouri Lions – Convention Registration
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Missouri Lions State Convention – Silent Auction
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Mid-South

Mid-South Lions is hosting VISITING LIONS 
WEEKEND and L. B. BAKER HALL OF HONOR
Induction on April 10-11, 2026, at the Hamilton
 Eye Institute in Memphis.

On April 10-11, 2026, you can see for yourself how 
Mid-South Lions works with the medical 
professionals and facilities at Hamilton Eye 
Institute in Memphis to make MIRACLES for your 
patients.

Beginning at 5 PM on Friday, we’ll have some great food, fun, and fellowship on including food, 
drinks and games booths from each state, an auction and some other fun fundraising activities plus 
an opportunity to visit with Lions from all four states.

And as a special added attraction, we will induct three GREAT Lions into the L. B. Baker Hall of 
Honor. Dinner will begin at 7 PM in the Freeman Auditorium and the ceremony will follow.

Past Mid-South Presidents Bill Holbrook and Bill Norris along with long-time supporter and golf 
tournament sponsor Sam Ware will be inducted. These outstanding men have dedicated their 
lives to service and have helped hundreds of patients regain the gift of sight.

Saturday sign-in will begin at 7:30 AM with events starting at 8. Your tour will include our operating 
room suites, the one-of-a-kind pediatric floor and our research facilities. World-renowned 
ophthalmologists and outstanding Lions will lead your tours. 
We should adjourn about 2 PM. Afterwards we will hold a special in-person meeting of the 2026 
USA/Canada Forum Memphis Host Committee. We expect that meeting to last about 90 minutes.

COST FOR THE ENTIRE WEEKEND IS $50 PER PERSON.  IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND SATURDAY 
ONLY, THE COST IS $20 PER PERSON. DRESS IS CASUAL FOR ALL EVENTS.

A block of hotel rooms has been arranged at the Holiday Inn Express at 1180 Union Ave.  The rate 
is $109 plus tax (about $127) per night. Please call 901-276-1175 to make reservations.  If you have a 
problem, ask for Elise.  Do not allow them to transfer you to the national reservations line!

AND, for Missouri Lions there is a bus trip scheduled to leave Washington at 9 AM on Friday, April 
10 then move on to Valley Park and then down I-55 to Memphis. The bus will return on Sunday 
morning. For more information about the bus ride to VLW call Joe Foster at 573-259-7700, Lisa 
Alexander 314-258-1069, or the Mid-South Lions office at 9001-543-5466. You can also register for 
the bus ride on THIS website when you register for Visiting Lions Weekend. The round-trip bus ride 
is only $75 per person.

For more info go to www.midsouthlions.org 
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Mid-South
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Mid-South
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USA/Canda Forum – September 2026

Website Link Registration 
Link

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION ENDS AT THE END OF MARCH 
Early bird registration for the Memphis Forum ends March 31, 2026.  The price goes up on 
April 1 (not an April Foolish joke) and this is a Forum you will not want to miss.

First of all, this is an historic USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum, celebrating our 50th 
year of bringing some of the top educational sessions in Lions to the members of the 
United States, Its affiliate and Canada.

Memphis, Tennessee is a beautiful city located at the crux of interstate 40 , 55 and 69 – 
easily drivable for many Lions.  There are lots of exterritorialy activates in and around the 
city.  
• Bass Pro Shops at the Pyramid • Elvis Presley’s Graceland 
• Sun Studios    • Beale Street (during the day)
• Memphis Music Hall of Fame • and more

Registration covers:
• 4 meals that include an anniversary party on Thursday Evening.
• Motivational speakers, 80-plus educational seminars, 
• 2026-2027 International President Mark S. Lyon – Sat luncheon
• Sat evening, singer, songwriter, & entrepreneur Floyd Armstong.  And a Lion charter 
member of the All City Entertainment Lions Club.
• Forum Store, exhibits
• Meeting International Officers & Directors
• Fantastic fellowship with other Lions 
• and so much more.

Don’t miss this once-in-a-lifetime experience of the 50th USA/Canada Lions Leadership 
Forum.

Registration is $340 through March 31, goes up to $360 on April 1.  You can register at the 
LionsForum.org or by scanning the QR Code above. 

ONLY 5 HOURS FROM OUR DISTRICT M6!!!
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GPLLI
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GPLLI
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FDI
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FDI
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