
 

 

November 12, 2025 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 

Youth Taskforce of Black Hills Regional Homeless Coalition 

Raises Awareness During Youth HOPE Month 

 

Rapid City, SD – 11/12/2025 – The Youth Taskforce, a dedicated group of young people and 
service providers under the Black Hills Housing Stability Partners, continues its mission to 
advocate for youth and young adults facing housing insecurity in Rapid City and across 
South Dakota. This group meets monthly to create awareness and promote solutions that 
support vulnerable youth and young adults. 

 

November marks Youth Homelessness, Outreach, Prevention, and Education (HOPE) 
Month, a nationwide public awareness campaign that highlights the challenges of youth 
homelessness. The campaign educates the public on how they can help prevent and end 
youth homelessness and increases visibility of critical services available to vulnerable 
youth. 

 

The Youth Taskforce has been active for over 12 years and played a pivotal role in 
establishing the Youth Action Board (YAB), which has successfully brought approximately 
$3 million in funding to South Dakota, with $1.4 million available annually. 

 

Key Statistics Highlighting Youth Housing Insecurity: 



• As of November 11th, the Rapid City Area Schools (RCAS) McKinney Vento program 
identified 412 students as housing insecure since the start of the 2025 school year. 

• The Coordinated Entry System reports 60 unaccompanied youth ages 18-24 
statewide waiting for housing options, with most referrals concentrated in Rapid 
City and Sioux Falls. 

• The 2025 Point in Time Count identified 104 young adults aged 18-24 as homeless 
statewide, with 46 in Rapid City. 

• In Sioux Falls, 625 people were identified as homeless (565 sheltered, 60 
unsheltered), while Rapid City counted 422 homeless individuals (236 sheltered, 
186 unsheltered). Among these, 46 youth and young adults (18-24) were homeless 
in Rapid City (29 sheltered, 17 unsheltered). 

• Nationally, approximately 4.2 million youth aged 13 to 25 experience homelessness 
annually. 

• In 2024, Rapid City reported 258 runaways and 509 total runaway case reports. 
• During the 2024-2025 school year, 625 students were identified by the RCAS 

McKinney Vento program as housing insecure. 

 

 

Why the Youth Taskforce Takes Action: 

The Taskforce emphasizes the importance of raising awareness about the housing 
insecurities faced by young people and providing information about available resources 
and support. They challenge the stigma often associated with runaways, reminding the 
community that “runaways are good kids running away from bad situations” and that every 
youth has a story behind their circumstances. 

 


