
Minutes of the Westmoreland Selectmen's Meeting

Tuesday, December 3, 2024

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: John Snowdon, Bill McGahie and Mark Terry

1. 7The meeting was called to order at 12:30 pm by John Snowdon.

2. Approval of Minutes: November 19, 2024. Motion was made by Mark Terry, seconded by Bill
McGahie to accept the minutes as printed. Motion passed 3-0.

3. Accounts Payable: Motion was made by John Snowdon, seconded by Mark Terry to approve
Manifests for: General Fund $1,062,810.76 Motion passed 3-0.

4. Guests:
A. NHDOT - Bill Lambert, Cory Clark, Lilah Flynn & SWRP - Henry Underwood

● Snowdon - Town of Westmoreland seeking State’s help with a 3 way stop at the
intersection of Route 63 and South Village Road to slow down traffic through the
Village Center. Speed of traffic by Town Hall is unsafe for people parking at the Town
Hall and Barn & Thistle as well as pedestrians including school children and cyclists.

● Henry Underwood reached out to NHDOT to study the traffic issue and consider a 3
way stop. Although rates of speed not significantly above limit they do appear to be
excessive for the geometry of the road.

● See Attached slide presentation
● Selectmen will send a letter of support for 3-way-stop and owner of Barn & Thistle,

Cathy Watson, will follow up with a petition of support from town residents.
● Lambert - If 3-way-stop done with NHDOT forces may be able to do in spring 2025

with line painting. If done as a project with other funding could be at the end of 2025.
● Snowdon - To further help with speeds driven through Village Center selectmen are

getting quotes for radar signs to show speed. Signs have to meet federal regulations
including amber lights and basic “Your Speed” message. Speed limit signs to be with
radar speed signs so driver’s know what speed they should be going. Lambert suggested
working with Bob Hyslop from the NHDOT Transportation Dept. regarding sign
placement.

● Crosswalk from Town Hall to Town Common was denied in the past because of traffic
coming around the curve. 3-way-stop. Lambert suggested working with Mike
O’Donnell from the NHDOT Transportation Dept. to discuss crosswalk.

5. Old Business

A. Cyber Incident Response Tabletop - February 25, 2025 10am-11:30am for the Selectboard,
Town Administrator, Administrative Assistant, Town Clerk Deputy Clerk, Tax Collector,
Treasurer, Health Officer, Road Agent, Emergency Management and a representative of
each of the following: Planning Board, Zoning Board, Budget Committee, Trustee of Trust
Funds, Master Plan Committee, and the Library. Training to be followed by Continuity Of
Operations 1pm-2:30 for Selectmen and Emergency Management.

B. Makinen Road - NH Forester looked at work done and as stumps had been removed from
abutters property they did not see any problem with logging done. If the abutter has an issue



with trees taken from their property it will be up to them to proceed further. Property owner
of R15-11 is looking to subdivide land to create another building lot. Town Counsel advised
per Town Ordinance Section 204 current non-compliant driveway will need to be relocated
on to the Class V portion of the road before a subdivision or a road reclassification can be
considered. Property owner will need to work with the Road Agent to establish a compliant
driveway.

C. Recycling Committee:
1. Request Selectmen's permission to change trucking company from Casella to Ruggierio

for a savings of over $2,100 per year. Motion was made by John Snowdon and seconded
by Mark Terry to change from Casella Trucking to Ruggiero provided a written quote is
obtained with trucking and tonnage cost as verbally quoted. Motion passed 3-0

2. Pay As You Throw (PAYT) - Enough cost information provided to for Selectmen to
support a warrant article to initiate (PAYT). Committee will need to work to educate
residents prior to Town Meeting.

D. Pioneer School - Town Counsel, Gary Kinyon, confirmed that there is nothing in the deed
that would prohibit property donated to the town to be either sold or donated to Pioneer
School. Pioneer School would like to acquire approx 30’ to the left of the building facing
the road and behind the building to about 12’ before the basketball court to build a
playground. Motion was made by Mark Terry and seconded by John Snowdon, to donate
described land to Pioneer School once a survey with lot line adjustments shown is provided
by Pioneer School and providing an easement is included in the deed that allows use of the
property by the Town. Motion passed 3-0.

6. New Business
Signature Approval was given for the following:

Payroll 11/25/2024
Payroll Taxes 11/29/2024
HealthTrust $6463.92
Retirement $2873.85
NHMA $1602.00

GoDaddy - $22.17
WexBank $44.42
Amazon $86.98
Market Basket $200.00

November Bank Statements
General Journal Entries

#871 - Town Hall Repair CR
#872 - Fire Station -Fuel

A. Selectmen recognized Dave Poklemba, Harry Nelson and Bill Patnode for maintaining town
roads from dawn until after midnight to keep them safe for residents Thanksgiving day.

B. Alison Fissette asked the selectmen to deny a building permit under RSA 671:41 I(d) (1) so
the Fissettes can appeal to the Zoning Board under hardship standards of 671:41 II.
Selectmen per guidance provided by the Town Council agreed to deny the permit so
Fissettes can proceed to the ZBA.

C. Selectmen’s meeting was interrupted by someone appearing to be unstable and potentially
threatening. Efforts were made to deescalate the situation to no avail and when the
individual proceeded to become belligerent with the Town Clerk the State Police were
notified. The individual left before police arrived.

D. Motion made by John Snowdon, seconded by Mark Terry to participate in the Keene
hazardous waste program summer/fall 2025 and spring 2026. Motion passed 3-0



E. Health Agencies - $5000 to be distributed as follows:
Community Kitchen $ 900
Home Healthcare, Hospice & Community Services - General $1500
Monadnock Family Services $1500
Southwestern Community Services $ 850
Community Volunteer Transportation Company $ 250

F. Elizabeth McKenna, Special Assistant for Policy & Projects Senator Shaheen’s Office
● Fire Station Solar - Clean Energy NH - Town has already looked into. Not much to help

with solar projects.
● ADA Lift - We are the 3rd town to ask about and will research more. Potentially Northern

Borders Grant or Saving America’s Treasures Grant.
● Bridge - recommended talk to Chris Scott Shaheen’s NHDOT rep.
● Air compressor to fill tanks - FEMA or Homeland Security Grant - Scott Talbot and Tom

Finnegan to look into

G. Land Use Boards Meeting - Schedule for February 4, 2025 6pm

7. Budget Work Sessions - Tuesday December 10th 10am
Monday December 16th 10am (if needed)

8. 4:27 pm Motion by Mark Terry, seconded by John Snowdon to adjourn meeting. Motion Passed
3-0. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Jodi Scanlan
Town Administrator

NEXT REGULAR MEETING TUESDAY DECEMBER 17, 2024 6:00PM
MINUTES ARE INITIALLY POSTED AS UNAPPROVED
SELECTMEN SIGNATURES DENOTE APPROVAL
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Mark Terry


