WESTMORELAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Unapproved minutes 10-09-2025

In attendance: Perry Sawyer, Anson Burt, April Ferguson, Alisha Powell - alt. member,
Paul Steblein - guest, Bill MaGahie - Select Board member

Meeting called to order at 7PM by chairman Perry Sawyer

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Perry

Anson made a motion to seat Alisha for the meeting, April second, all in favor

Anson made a motion to approve the minutes from November, April second, all in favor

Paul Steblein was recognized as guest speaker.

Perry stated he would like to have a public forum as the next step in the Japanese
Knotweed management program. Paul updated everyone on areas of Knotweed
currently being treated, specifically at the John Harris property in town. Paul would like
to develop a strategy to present at the public forum. He passed round his long version
to members present and will work up a shorter version. He will email both versions to
the membership prior to the November meeting. Paul also suggested a panel style
public forum and gave some names of possible participants.

Anson made a motion to host a public forum with a tentative date of Saturday, January
31st, April second. All voted in affirmative.

The conservation easement by the Monadnock Conservancy at the Goodrums
Crossroad property belonging to the Chickering Farm has been completed.

Frank Hunter on Tory Hill Road here in town would like to come to a WCC meeting to
talk about putting his property into a conservation easement. Perry will follow up with
him with a date.

Secretary Joy Fletcher will write an article for the Westmorelander about the WCC.
Anson said it would be beneficial to mention the upcoming Japanese knotweed forum.

Perry made a motion to again join the NHACC. Dues are $250.00 - $270.00 per year.
Alicia seconded. All voted affirmatively.



The 2026 budget was discussed. Anson made a motion to ask for $870.00. April
second. Motion carried. We spent $100.00 of last year's budget. April asked where the
surplus goes if it is not spent.

The Nature Conservancy is proposing a wildlife corridor along the Connecticut River
and would like to come speak to the WCC about their plans. Anson made a motion to
have Perry set a date for them to come. Alicia second. Motion carried.

Perry passed around SVE maps and related studies which were completed on the
Daniel and Allison Fissette property on Tory Hill Road. The study was dated 04-15-2025
and was done in relation to an alteration of terrain project.

New Business:

April was approached about Current Use land in town which is posted for no hunting,
etc. Current Use property owners enjoy a 20% tax discount when their land is opened
up for recreational purposes but the argument is that if the land is posted the 20%
should not be given. This subject has been discussed a number of times at WCC
meetings over the past years. Anson suggested we draft a letter to the Selectmen
urging them to send out a brief questionnaire asking all Current Use land owners if they
post their land. The timing would be appropriate due to the town reassessment
scheduled for 2026. April will draft a letter to the selectboard for Perry to present.

Alicia said her father, Stuart Adams, is unable to make meetings due to his busy
schedule and requests to go off as a member of the WCC. Perry will follow up on this.

April made a motion to adjourn at 8:20PM. Anson second. All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,
April Ferguson, Secretary, pro temp.



