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Hello WRCNU Community! 

While we don’t have a lot of excess capital, the only way for us to 

move forward with our next move is to spend what we have to get 

this massive “ball rolling”. 

The WRCNU Board of Directors has approved the expenditure of 

over $80,000 towards land surveys and the development of 

architectural plans for our Harrisville Wildlife Hospital and 

Education Center--this is to be our final, and forever facility, and if 

all goes as we hope, it will easily be the first true “Wildlife Hospital” 

in Utah. 

We have engaged the expertise of Place Collaborative LLC (PC) on a  

6-month project to make our ideas, dreams, hopes, wants, and 

needs a reality … at least, on paper, so that we can then engage our community to support us in completing this massive undertaking. 

WRCNU had its first official Programming meeting with the PC Team on October 2nd, and by the time you receive this, we will have had 

four meetings before the Thanksgiving holiday. 

We are nervous, but excited to see the conceptualization of our final nesting 

place. 

While we have previously participated in internships and workforce training 

programs, this new facility will elevate our partnerships with local universities, 

community nonprofits, and court-ordered and community service projects to a 

significantly higher level. 

While wildlife rehabilitation has always been a primary part of our mission and 

work, we continue to feel that education is a key component.  Our new facility will include an education center with classroom space, 

natural history museum displays, as well as outdoor display enclosures where the public can view our Education Ambassadors.  

We invite you to get excited right along with us as we make this momentous journey! 

Thank you for the support you have so generously provided us over the past seventeen years. 

There is not a single accomplishment we have made that was not due directly to YOU. 

WRCNU Board, Staff, & Volunteers 

 

“Latest on the Harrisville Property” 

What are your Plans this Giving Season for your DAF? 

Donor Advised Funds (DAFs) are becoming an increasingly popular giving tool for an increasing number of donors. 

If you own a DAF, we hope you will consider the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Northern Utah (EIN 26-4301793) 

in your end-of-year giving as well as throughout the following years. 

Version of layout #1 after 3 meetings; Hospital side in yellow. 

Place Collaborative LLC 

Josh Carter, RescuersDoc 



By Vanessa Zimmer 

When fall arrives in Utah, birds like hummingbirds and geese imagine the snow and cold to 

come and begin dreaming of warmer climes down south. … Yes, sort of like some of our human 

residents.  

Other birds cherish the familiarity of their neighborhoods. They know where they can find food 

and shelter in the winter; they know they can take long naps to escape the freezing 

temperatures. Over the years, they have developed thick feathers and reserves of fat for 

insulation. Sigh … again, just like some of us human Utahns. 

That’s putting an anthropomorphic spin on it, of course. But, to an extent, the parallel does 

help humans understand avian migration. 

In reality, the birds that stay in Utah over the winter spend longer hours foraging for food, 

sometimes caching it, explains DaLyn Marthaler, executive director of the Wildlife 

Rehabilitation Center of Northern Utah. Cavity-dwellers, like chickadees and woodpeckers, may 

stash food where they live, for example. Jays and nuthatches will store seeds and insects in 

crevices in the bark. 

Some birds change their diets altogether, says Marthaler, switching from the abundant insects 

of summer to seeds and berries, sometimes even carrion. Robins in Utah, for instance, subsist 

on insects and worms during the summer and foraged fruits like grapes and blueberries as the 

weather cools. Similarly, eagles will take 

advantage of roadkill, rather than 

hunting down prey. “That’s like gold to 

them,” saving precious energy in winter, 

says Marthaler. 

And the naps mentioned above? Our 

hardy year-round birds are capable of 

using torpor to conserve energy, 

meaning they employ temporary drops in their body temperature, slipping into a 

deep sleep similar to hibernation. Ah, refreshing. 

For their winter homes, birds favor sheltered canyons and valleys, parks, thick cover 

like evergreens or brush piles, and “people’s backyards,” says Marthaler. She pulls 

out a photo of a pile of brush her family gathers a distance away from their house. 

The photo shows a couple of Cooper’s Hawks perched atop the loosely stacked 

brush (Cooper’s are a “partial migrant”; many individuals are influenced by an urban 

adaptation due to abundant prey and reduced competition of nesting sites before 

migrating hawks return). 

The Marthalers – DaLyn and husband Buz Marthaler, who is chairman of the 

WRCNU board – forgo using pesticides, fertilizer, and other chemicals on their lawn 

year-round, in order to make it safer for avian visitors. The couple leave some 

remote spaces unmown and nurture native evergreens for birds to roost in, away from freezing winds in winter. 

Overwintering birds exhibit “flocking behavior,” Marthaler says, meaning they rely on their mixed-species flocks for protection from 

predators. Birds of prey pose more of a threat as cooler weather eliminates the summer’s tangles of green that provide hiding places.  

“The more eyes you have, the better,” explains Marthaler. When a hawk appears, for example: “Whoever sees him first will call out, and 

everyone dives.” 

(“Overwintering Birds”, next page) 

How to Help Utah’s Overwintering Birds 

A FEW OF THE BIRDS THAT STAY 

IN UTAH FOR WINTER 

 

• Black-capped Chickadee 

• Mountain Chickadee 

• American Goldfinch 

• Lesser Goldfinch (some migrate) 

• Dark-eyed Junco 

• Northern Flicker 

• Downy Woodpecker 

• Hairy Woodpecker 

• Black-billed Magpie 

• Raven 

• Crow 

• California Gull 

• Ring-billed Gull 

• A few tough Mourning Doves 

• Bald Eagle (a small number stay 
year-round and are joined by 
winter migrants from the north) 

• Golden Eagle, most commonly 
found in mountain regions, cliffs, 
and canyons 

• House Finch 

• Loggerhead Shrike 

• House Sparrow (non-native) 

• Starling (non-native) 

• Pigeon (non-native) 

• Seven of Utah’s nine owls remain 

• Spotted Towhee 

Three of four neighborhood Cooper’s siblings perch on a 

brush pile where small songbirds are hiding. It’s a waiting 

game and luckily for the songbirds, the young hawks are 

very inexperienced … but not for long. 



Pacific Flyway migration routes, shows Utah smack dab in 

the middle of the southern concentration. 

(“Overwintering Birds”, continued) 

In addition to making your property friendly, foliage-wise, to birds, following are more tips to help our birds survive the winter. 

• Buy a feeder from your local farm store, offering birds black oil sunflower seeds, suet, nyjer, and peanuts. Clean the feeders weekly.   

“I just use bleach,” says Marthaler. “Make sure it’s rinsed really, really well.” 

If you notice a sick bird at the feeder, remove the feeder until that entire flock moves on, she says, to reduce the chance of spreading a 

disease. And clean the feeder before returning it. 

• Avoid commercial de-icer. Old-fashioned natural sand might not be as effective, but it won’t harm birds or other wildlife. 

• Provide a water source, like a heated birdbath or refill a container daily with warm water. 

• Leave behind some fallen leaves and cornstalks from the garden, to promote food options like insects and seed heads.  

• Prevent window strikes with strategies such as placing decals on the glass to convey to a bird’s eye the idea of a solid wall. Additional 

ideas and products, like hanging cords and tape, are available through the American Bird Conservancy at www.abcbirds.org. 

• Keep cats inside. Cat attacks are entirely avoidable, Marthaler believes. Our domestic cats were bred to live indoors, she says. “They 

don’t hunt for food; they hunt for fun.” 

BIRDS THAT MIGRATE TO UTAH FOR WINTER 

 

As Arizona is to some of Utah’s human snowbirds, Utah is to some avian varieties. 

Perhaps most notably, about 20,000 Tundra Swans from the Arctic spend mid-October through December at the Bear River Migratory Bird 

Refuge before continuing on to California. 

Other examples of birds that migrate to Utah, according to the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Northern Utah: 

• Rough-legged Hawks come from Alaska, Canada, and the Arctic tundra. 

• Ducks like the Common Goldeneyes and Buffleheads come from Alaska and Canada. 

• Snow Buntings breed in the Arctic tundra, migrating to Utah in the winter. 

• Northern Shrikes breed in the far northern region of North America and migrate south to areas like Utah. 

• Bald Eagles from Alaska, Montana, and Canada winter near reservoirs and rivers, seeking open water. 

SOME OF THE UTAH BIRDS THAT MIGRATE SOUTH IN WINTER 
 
These Utah birds migrate during the period from September into November, often using established paths through the sky, such as the 
Pacific Flyway, which cuts through the Utah locations Antelope Island, the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, and the Farmington Bay 
Refuge. 
 

• American White Pelican 

• Double-crested Cormorant 

• Turkey Vultures 

• Yellow Warblers go to Central America. 

• American Robins fly to Arizona and Mexico, while a small population remains here. 

• Lazuli Buntings go to Mexico. 

• Bullock’s Orioles fly to Southern Mexico. 

• Black-necked Stilts travel to Mexico, although most continue to South America. 

• The White-faced Ibis goes to California and Mexico. 

• Wilson’s Phalarope travels along the West Coast to Argentina. 

• Ruddy Ducks go to California and Mexico, while a small population remains in Utah. 

• Sandpiper species  

• Black-chinned Hummingbird 

• Rufous Hummingbird   

• Swainson’s Hawks launch the longest migration of North American raptors, traveling as far south as southern Argentina. 

• Canada Goose: migration varies among flocks, with many remaining near open water sources 

• Shorebirds: American Avocet, American Coot, Black Tern, Long-billed Dowitcher, ... 

• Waterfowl: Grebes, many species of ducks (Cinnamon and Green-winged Teals, for example) 

• Western Tanager 

• Bobolinks: one of the longest migrations of any songbird, traveling to wintering grounds in southern South America 

Western Ecological Research Center 



 

Left: Another 
Bald Eagle that 
sadly died due to 
lead poisoning. 

CFC Code: 74219 
USECF Code: 1228 

Please continue to support our incredible work and keep WRCNU FLYING!  

Mailing Address:  3127 N Pelican Dr / Farr West, UT 84404 / www.WRCNU.org 

Three Western Screech Owl 
juveniles being acclimated to 
the outdoors prior to release. 

A fledgling dove received 
sutures after a cat attack 

Young Orphaned Tree Squirrel 

X-ray of Bald Eagle with a severely broken wing after 
someone shot it (the small bright “ball” in photo is a 
pellet that shattered the ulna bone). This bird is not 

releasable and must be placed. 

A fledgling Goldfinch 
contemplates going through 
the open door to the outside 
world and the rest of its life. 

Fledgling Swainson’s Hawk. 
She was later released. 

Above: a Western Screech Owl stuck in a 
“fly glue trap” placed outdoors. The 

patient thought the trapped bugs looked 
yummy and found itself trapped as well.  



Treating Injured Wildlife is not Cheap! 

Interested in WRCNU’s Financials? 

Our latest Financial Audit and our last three IRS 990 Tax Returns are always available on-line 
for your inspection.   

Go to our website’s “ABOUT US” page under “Documents”. 

WWW.WRCNU.ORG 

Or go to WWW.GUIDESTAR.ORG  

As of October 31st, we were 83.3% of the way through 2025 with the year-to-date “Total Expenses” coming in at $279,926—that’s no 

small chunk of change.  The great news is, we are under budget by 9%! 

WRCNU’s Board of Directors keeps a focused eye on our monthly expenses to ensure we are pinching every penny we can, and to 

ensure we remain within our approved annual Budget, in all areas that are under our control. For 2024, our Administrative and 

Fundraising rate (AFR) was at a low 6.5%, showing that our primary mission expenses, those necessary to keep our doors open so we 

can treat and release injured animals, are being used where they matter most.  

To keep those doors open, we must keep a roof over our patients’ heads (Facility Expenses), feed our patients (Food), treat them 

(Medical costs), and, it goes without saying, we must have trained, qualified staff (Payroll).  If just one of these pillars is removed, the 

entire mission topples. 

That is where you, our community of supporters, come in. As a Public Charity nonprofit, WRCNU depends on your selfless and 

generous donations to keep us focused on giving a second chance to human-impacted sick, injured, and orphaned wildlife. 

Times are tough, but for 17 years you’ve ensured we were around, year after year, and with your help, we will be here in 2026 and 

beyond. 

Thank you for your support.  On behalf of WRCNU’s Board of Directors, Staff, and Volunteers, I wish you all a happy holiday season 

and a prosperous new year. 

 

Buz Marthaler 

Chair/Finance & Cofounder  



@ Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Northern Utah  

“Wild Spirit” 

The premiere of the documentary film by Rescuers Doc was a success.  A good-sized crowd 

showed up to the limited public viewing at Tracy Aviary’s Nature Center at Pia Okwai. 

We send out a big THANK YOU to Tracy Aviary for the donated use of this prime location. 

Josh Carter and Taylor Bateman of Rescuers Doc created a beautiful documentary covering 

DaLyn, WRCNU’s Executive Director, and her team’s work to save their nonprofit after the 

sudden and unexpected eviction from their 13 year location.  It’s a heartbreaking, capti-

vating, and inspiring story ending with the purchase of the property that will become the 

Center’s “forever home”. 

Follow and support Rescuers Doc 

at RescuersDoc.org 

on Instagram at rescuersdoc 

on YouTube @Rescuersdoc 

Did you miss the premiere?  
“Wild Spirit” is now available for viewing on 

YouTube at: 
https://www.youtube.com/@Rescuersdoc 

Graphic by Josh Carter, RescuersDoc 

WRCNU supporters at Wild Spirit premiere. Photo by Josh Carter, RescuersDoc 

WRCNU brings Ambassadors 

to two Community  

Trunk 

or  

Treat 

Events! 



Your Donation Support is Extremely Important to Us 

One-Stop Shopping. 

Use 1 Link to find it all! 

Linktr.ee/wrcnu 

No matter how big or small, your donation makes a HUGE IMPACT! 

There are many ways to support Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Northern Utah and all are greatly 
appreciated. 

1) Monthly Sustainers:  The “WRCNU Monthly Sustainer Team” continues to grow—WELCOME to our new members!  These 

members understand that they really don’t miss the automatic monthly donations coming out of their credit/debit cards OR from 

their checking/savings account through their monthly “Bill Pay”. Visit our Donate tab’s “Become a Sustainer” page for more 

information on becoming a “WRCNU Monthly Sustainer”.  www.wrcnu.org 

2) Donate your old vehicles: (cars/trucks/scooters/motorcycles/boats/RVs/etc.) through our partner CARS nonprofit.  No cost to 

you, CARS schedules and does all the “heavy lifting” and provides a Tax Deductible receipt for your donation and sends WRCNU a 

nice check.  See our link to the CARS donation form on our website’s “Donate” tab (scroll towards the bottom of the page).  

3) Employer Matching:  many employers will double your gifts by matching your donations; Ask your employer if they have a 

Matching Gift Program.  If WRCNU does not already have a program with your employer, it’s still pretty easy.  They will contact us by 

email and we will gladly enroll for the opportunity to double your gifts. 

4) Mailed Donations:  Mail checks to our mail only address: 3127 N Pelican Dr., Farr West, UT 84404 

5) Walmart’s “Spark Good”, Round up to donate: If you make on-line orders at Walmart.com you can round up your 

purchases to the nearest dollar as a donation to your favorite charity (US!         ). Under “My Profile” select “Giving & Impact”. Search 

for Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Northern Utah as your charity. Note: a default credit or debit card is required. Every PENNY 

counts! 

6) Smith’s Inspiring Donations Program:                    Do you have a Smith’s Rewards Card? Smith’s donates  0.5% of all eligible 

purchases you make to your favorite (WRCNU) nonprofit. It’s free to you and you still get all of your rewards and gas points while 

they send us a nice check every quarter.  Go to our website’s “Donate” page and click on the Smith’s logo for more info.  

7) Venmo:     8)   PayPal: 

 

To receive our “Monthly” e-Newsletter, please send your name and email 
address to: 

newsletter@wrcnu.org 



Wildlife Rehabilitation Center 
of Northern Utah 
3127 N Pelican Drive 
Farr West, UT 84404 
 
www.WRCNU.ORG 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit 
US Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 181 

Ogden, UT 

A nice sized Great Basin Gopher Snake was injured when it got caught up in 
some garden netting.  After inspection it was determined it was able to be 
released very quickly back into its home territory. 

 

 

Swainson’s Hawk Release! 

Executive Director, DaLyn Marthaler, releases 

a young Swainson’s Hawk that was orphaned 

when it fell from the nest too early. 

It came in as a white fluffy chick requiring very 

careful handfeeding to prevent imprinting on 

its human caretakers. It then was slowly 

graduated to self-feeding which takes a lot of 

patience guiding it to realize it could pick its 

food up all by itself. 

From there, the food changes from tiny cutup 

bits, to whole mice cut open to expose the 

flesh, and finally to whole mice that it must 

tear and swallow on its own.  

The next and final phase is being moved to outdoor enclosures, while being monitored on their ability to fly strongly, and 

catch their food, while acclimating to the current weather conditions. 

WRCNU Photo 

WRCNU Photo 

WRCNU Photo 


