
I Found a baby Bird, NOW WHAT?! 

Is bird hurt or sick? 
(is it bleeding, unable to flutter wings, wings drooping unevenly; 

weak or shivering; attacked by cat or dog)? 

Contact DWR @ 
wildlife.utah.gov 

It’s a fledgling. 
Hopping on ground is normal if the 
parents are still feeding it. Is bird 
safe from cats, dogs, and people? 

It’s a nestling. 
It needs help! Can you find the 
nest? Is it intact?  Is the baby 
warm to the touch? 

Put bird 
in bushes 
or on a 

low  tree 
limb 

nearby. 
Watch from a 
good distance 

away. 

Is bird feathered? 

Put baby 
back in 

nest  
(if you can do 

it safely). 

Observe from 
a good 

distance away. 

Leave the 
area.  

Baby is OK. 

Leave the 
area.  
Baby 

should be  
OK. 

Wild birds live near our homes and work places.  

Sometimes they need help and sometimes they do not, but 

how can you tell?  This chart should help, but if you are 

ever in doubt, please call a licensed rehabber first, since 

the baby’s best chance of survival is with its parents. 

Fact or Myth? 
Birds can smell the scent of humans on a baby 

that has been touched and won’t care for it if 

touched. 

Myth: birds’ sense of smell varies, but it is clear they 

show no fear of babies that have been touched by 

humans; they only want to care for their babies. 

Birds recognize their babies’ voices and will come 

when they call. 

Fact: Parents respond to the begging calls for their 

young and will feed them if they can reach them. 

Birds carry diseases that can be transmitted to 

people. 

Fact: BUT with normal care and good hygiene you 

should have nothing to worry about.  Don’t let 

children touch wild animals and wash your hands 

and other objects the bird has been in contact with. 

A bird that has been caught by a cat should be let 

go if it can still fly. 

Myth: Cats’ teeth cause nearly invisible puncture 

wounds in their prey.  The bacteria from a cat’s 

saliva can cause deadly infections within 72 hrs.  

Birds caught by a cat should be brought to a licensed 

Wildlife Rehabber immediately. 

It is illegal to keep a wild animal without a permit, 

even if you are trying to care for it and plan to 

release it. 

Fact:  Wild animal care requires very specific skill 

and knowledge.  Wildlife Rehabbers are licensed by 

Utah DWR and the U.S. FWS to rehabilitate wildlife, 

and are the only ones permitted to treat wild 

animals; giving them the best chance of survival. 

A licensed  veterinarian can help you treat an 

injured wild bird. 

Myth:  Your DVM is only licensed to treat domestic 

animals.  They may stabilize a wild animal, but must 

immediately turn it over to a licensed rehabber. 

Orphaned baby birds like to be cuddled, pet, and 

talked to. 

Myth:  they are TERRIFIED of us and think we are 

predators who want to EAT THEM!  Not being able to 

see or hear us helps to keep them calm. 

Go to the Utah Division of Wildlife  Resources website “Contact” page for the 
office nearest you for more information. 

www.wildlife.utah.gov/about-us/contact-dwr 

 

For humane purposes, if an animal has a severe injury, contacting the DWR is 
currently the best option but understand that they will not be able to help in 
many situations due to the high volume and types of injuries being out of their 
control.  

 

Please visit our website for ways to help us raise the funds to relocate and get 
back up and running as we have for the past 13+ years—thank you!  
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Contact DWR @ 
wildlife.utah.gov 


