E Number of Wildlife Patients
g Treated since 2009: > 34,800

“‘ v NORTH? " “...responsible stewardship of wildlife and habitat.”

“Big Girl, the Red-Tailed Hawk Goes Home”

By Vanessa Zimmer
So, here we were, a week before Christmas, turning a Red-tailed Hawk out into the cold.

Well, not exactly. It wasn’t that cold, for one thing. And we’re betting that she was glad, happy, grateful—whatever it is a hawk feels
when returning from a scary place to familiar territory.

No doubt, she was in better physical shape than the month before, when the Utah Division of Wildlife Services learned of an injured
bird near the community of South Weber. They found her on the ground, unable to stand, her right eye so swollen she couldn’t even
blink.

The DWR took her to the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Northern Utah in Ogden, where she was examined from head to toe. The
exam indicated no broken bones, but the bloodwork and swollen eye suggested some kind of trauma. Maybe a collision of some sort?

The WRCNU followed medical protocol placing her on fluids, anti-inflammatories, and provided supportive care ... and then waited
hopefully.

By Day 3, she wasn’t standing but was able to sit up on her hocks and her eye was clearing. Her legs began to function, but she wasn’t
strong enough to tear apart a mouse with her beak and talons. The staff began hand-feeding her bits of mice, not an easy task when
the bird clearly did not trust the humans appearing outside her enclosure.

Imagine you’re taken captive by an alien spaceship, executive director DaLyn Marthaler offers as an example. “She’s totally convinced
everything we give her is going to kill her.”

Still, the hawk improved enough that about three weeks after entering rehab she was relocated to a bigger enclosure, called a mew (a
large enclosure for raptors) outside the WRCNU facility. “At that point, she started eating on her own,” says Marthaler.

Marthaler referred to her as Big Girl, because her size was well over the average 3-pound weight of the typical female Red-tailed Hawk.

By Dec. 5, Big Girl was flying inside the mew, so the WRCNU prescribed some strength training, consisting of an exercise called creance
flying. Jesses, short leather straps, are placed on the bird’s ankles and a line attached. One person gently tosses the bird into the air,
and another individual, the brakeman, controls the resistance and the height of the flight pattern. The handlers look for details like the
height the bird attains, the symmetry of the wings, the spreading of the tail. Continued: Big Girl pg. 2
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Big Girl continued

Within a week, she was flying so strongly “that it was time for her to go,” says Marthaler. A clear day came, Dec. 17, when Big Girl was
to be released. “We took her back home,” Marthaler says; WRCNU policy is to release birds back in their home territory.

* ¥ k

Flash back to seven years before, when another Red-tailed Hawk saga also ended happily.

On July 4, 2017, Ruth Moss was sitting on the patio of her Logan home, doing what she and her husband often did, watching deer graze
next to the Logan River. This time, something moved, one deer jumped, the deer dispersed, and Art Moss went down to investigate. He
found a red-tailed hawk with an injured wing. They called animal control, the bird was taken away, and that was that.

Sometime later, Buz Marthaler, chairman of the WRCNU nonprofit’s board, called the Mosses to alert them that they had been treating
the bird and would like to release the recovering bird in a few weeks at the Moss property. The couple didn’t even know the WRCNU
existed, but they readily complied.

So Buz drove up to Logan, opened the door of the red-tail’s cage, and the bird flew off to a tree on the Mosses’ lower bench. “We really
appreciated what Buz and DalLyn did,” says Art. Thus began a long connection and friendship. The Mosses contributed regularly to the
nonprofit organization.

Remembering that in December of 2024, and also knowing Ruth had recently passed away, Buz phoned Art and asked him if he would
like to assist in the release of the Red-tail called Big Girl. “Of course,” Art said.

And so came the big day, a week before Christmas, in a park in South Weber. Buz opened Big Girl’s cage door, but she wouldn’t come
out. Buz directed Art to hold the bird with his hands over her wings and then gently toss her into the air. Art says he’d never done
anything like that before, but he wasn’t nervous: “Buz says the bird is the one that’s nervous,” Art says.

Big Girl flew close to the ground to a nearby tree, settling on a higher branch. For several minutes, her cold hawk eyes surveyed our small

W sroup, her brown-speckled beige breast revealing itself. A big grin spread
“\| across Art’s face.

“It felt really good,” remembers Art. “It is a great feeling of relief to see a bird
8 function like she normally would be doing.”

After a while, Big Girl flew to the tip-top of a tall neighboring tree. There she
remained, like a star atop a Christmas tree, as her rescuers and releasers drove
| away.

" The smile on Art Moss’s face took a long while to fade.

Arthur Moss releases “Big Girl”

“Home, Sweet Home”
“Big Girl” takes a high perch to survey her old

“Big Girl” just prior to pitching upward to land surroundings in South Weber.
on a branch seconds after release.




Left: an X-ray of The Bald’s right
wing on his second visit to repair the
brace he broke that was securing the
pins meant to stabilize and repair
several fractures.

The small white “ball” shape is a
shotgun BB that entered the hollow
of the ulna near the elbow.

The BB traveled up through the
hollow bone causing multiple
fractures before it came to rest just
outside the bone, close to the bird’s

”

We continue to be amazed and

saddened that there are people

willing to illegally shoot any wildlife

without proper Fermits, let alone our

lglational Symbol the American Bald
agle.

The large item (at the elbow) with
the steel rod in it, is what was left of
the brace after the Vet removed the
broken portion that extended
towards the bird’s wrist.

Several Rehab facilities are
working together to hoL)efuIIy get
this beautiful eagle back into the
wild where it belongs.

Bald Eagle Endures Rough Recovery after Gunshot Wound

By Vanessa Zimmer

We have good news and bad news about the male Bald Eagle that’s being treated for a gunshot wound at the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center
of Northern Utah in Ogden.

The bad news first? He’s full of attitude and feisty.
Now the good news: He's full of attitude and feisty.

The Bald, as he’s come to be known at the WRCNU, “has been challenging us every step of the way,” says executive director DaLyn
Marthaler. But she means that in the nicest possible way: “He’s got attitude and fight, which is great except when they’re here,” for
treatment at the rehab center.

The eagle nobly carries on, despite the trauma that started when a shotgun pellet entered the underside of his wing and rattled up the
hollow bone of his ulna, resulting in numerous fractures. He’s weathered a domino of surgeries and reactions including vomiting and his
feet swelling up like loaves of bread.

The journey started in late January when the WRCNU fielded a call from a resident in Salt Lake City who said she had a Bald Eagle in her
backyard. Marthaler asked the caller to text a picture to confirm the identification due it being an unlikely place to find an eagle. After
confirming it was a Bald Eagle and it was obviously in trouble, Marthaler contacted Michiko Berceau, a cofounder and rehabber with the
Wildlife Center of Salt Lake, to help.

The bird was taken to the Parrish Creek Veterinary Hospital in Centerville, among the few avian-certified vets in the United States. There,
on January 22, the surgeon inserted a metal rod in the hollow of the damaged ulna, attaching it at top and bottom with a parallel tube filled
with resin to keep it stable. (See X-ray illustration.) It was a technique used successfully many times before. Continued: The Bald pg. 4
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Enter The Bald.

The Bald was transported to the WRCNU for continued care which consists of anesthetizing the bird every other day for range of motion
exercises all while constantly monitoring heart rate and breathing.

On January 27, the WRCNU rehabbers heard a nauseating snap during therapy. Turns out, the resin tube had broken in the middle
and at the top attachment.

On January 28, Parrish Creek operated, replacing the tube with one of a considerably larger diameter.

On February 9, the WRCNU discovered during therapy that The Bald had broken the tube once again, probably with his agitated
bouncing in his enclosure.

On February 11, the broken tube was replaced for a second time.

On February 19, staff detected the screw holding the tube to the rod in the ulna had broken. The day before, they determined the
screw was sliding in and out of the bone slightly. An examination and x-rays concluded enough healing had occurred that the
entire pin inside the ulna could be pulled.

On February 28, a culture of the bone revealed the presence of a bacteria that was resistant to the antibiotic being used. A different,
injectable antibiotic was prescribed.

On March 1, The Bald “vomited everything.” Thinking it might be a fluke, the staff fed him again. Again, he vomited and was put on
an anti-nausea medication.

On March 3, The Bald received a new antibiotic that would attack the bacteria.

On March 5, attendants noticed the eagle’s feet were radically swollen. “We were terrified because often that will indicate there’s a
heart issue,” says Marthaler. However, bloodwork suggested damage to The Bald’s liver, because of the reaction to the
injectable antibiotic. Fluids were injected beneath the bird’s skin to help flush out the liver. The swelling dissipated within a few
days.

On March 11, an anticipated surgery—expected because the break was so messy—addressed the bridging of bone between the
radius and the ulna. The surgeon shaved down that bone and inserted a fat graft taken from The Bald's thigh to keep the bone
from bridging again. Without that step, the fused bones would prevent The Bald from extending his wing.

Now, therapy has resumed with the feisty Bald Eagle. And the WRCNU staff holds its collective breath that the graft will be The Bald’s last
surgery. Once the healed right wing gains a full range of motion, strength training will begin. Marthaler expects he will go to the Great
Basin Wildlife Rehab in Mapleton, which has bigger mews (raptor enclosures) for the bird to test his wings.

If all goes well, The Bald could be released in four to six weeks, Marthaler predicts.

The Bald is one of the most expensive birds the WRCNU has ever treated, says Marthaler, with “about 5 grand” invested. By the end of
the project, three rehab centers in Utah will have contributed. But the expense and care are definitely worth it, she adds.

“Because humans did this to him, we have this obligation to right this wrong,” she says.

Left: Performing PT (physical therapy) under sedation
to reduce stress and chance of re-injury.




Thank you to our 2024

WRCNU Sustainers and Foundation Donors!

WRCNU MONTHLY Sustainers, YOU are:

“The Wind Beneath Our Wings!”

In uncertain times, you can be part of the growing number of supporters who help remove the

uncertainty. YOU can become a WRCNU Monthly Sustainer. Here’s how it works:

Monthly donations. Starting as low as $8/month to “The sky is the limit!” Make these
donations by check, credit/debit card or through your PayPal or Venmo account.

The Easiest Way? ... is Through Automatic Recurring Payments! You'll never miss it! If you wish

to join our growing team of Monthly Sustainers please visit our website for more information:

www.wrcnu.org/become-a-sustainer or email us at info@wrcnu.org

“In Memory or In Honor Of”

WRCNU wishes to acknowledge 2024 donors who have given in
Memory of (IMO) or In Honor of (IHO) family and friends:

Happy Birthday Kaycie!
- Tiffany Longhurst
- Rebecca Peterson

Happy Birthday Alex!
- Jamie Cachine
- Melissa Corona
- Mallory Draeger
- Erin Glynn
- Jacqueline O’Connell

Merry Christmas Kaycie!
- Rebecca Peterson

IMO Ruth Y Moss
- Arthur Moss
- Shoshanna Arai

IMO Lu Farber
- Laurrie Zimmerman

IMO Jessica
- Rolayne Bowen IHO Diane Sandberg Stevens

- Sandra Steinvoort

Bald Eagles:

$10,000 & Higher annually

Anonymous

“Anonymous” Family Fund

Bennett, Mike & Mary

Blacksmith Foundation

Craig & Loretta Broussard Charit. Fund
Dave Durbano Family Foundation
Ford, Chris & Mary

Great Salt Lake Audubon

Melling Family Foundation

Moss, Arthur & Ruth

Stephen G & Susan E Denkers Family Fdn
The Farber Baggenstos Family Fdn

The Marriner Bigelow Browning Family
Willard L. Eccles Charitable Fdtn

Golden Eagles:

$417 - $830/month;
$5,000 - $9,999 annually

Davis Custom Meat Cutting
Douglas N. Thompson Foundation
Kroger (Smith's)

Tracy Aviary

Wine Hiking Society, LLC

Ospreys:
$100-$416/month;
$1,200 - $4,999 annually

DeCaria, Tina

Edwards, David & Lisa
Evenden, Jeanne

Finch, Timothy L

Foley's MMA Training Cntr
Hom, King; Barhorst, Donna
Knighton, Sally

Lee, Arlea

Lester, Julia & Roger
Linton, David & Reid, Jane
Lisonbee, Rhea

Marthaler, James & Marjie
Meowser Inc.; Murdock, Angela
Miller, Robert & Ora
Muller, Ben

Page, Audrey & David A
PKH Charitable Foundation
Quigley, Samuel & Colleen
Rocky Mouuntain Power (PacifiCorp)
Saxon, Aaron

Schenk, Alison & Joel
Smelzer, Margot

Smith, Arthur & Megan

WRCNU SUSTAINERS
Continued on next page...

Gold
Transparency
2025

Candid.

Interested in WRCNU’s Financials?
Our latest Financial Audit and our last three IRS 990 Tax Returns are always available on-line for your
inspection.
Go to our website’s “ABOUT US” page under “Documents”.
WWW.WRCNU.ORG
Or go to WWW.GUIDESTAR.ORG

Find us on

Facebook @ Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Northern Utah




Great Horned Ow(s:

$50 - $99/month
$600 - $1,199 Annually

Ahrens, Craig

Ashton, David

Boe, Debbye
Brown-Hanewinkel Charitable Fund
Byington, Karen
Campbell, Stevie
Copeland, Milada

Earl, Christian

Gaddis, Ethan

Galli, Robin

Godsey, Cynthia

Green, Susan Hepner
Grunow, Jeff; Daily, Jill
Haug, Peter & Jan
Hestand, Shelly

Hogge, Johnathan R
Hulet, Christie

Johnson, Jane

Justice, Michael & Christy
Kauffman, Ulla & Jim
Laing, David

LeFevre, Nancy

Letz, Laurie Stout
Lybarger, Laurie & Price, Shannon
Lybarger, Patty & George
Marple, Glen

Munk, Janet

Naethe, Bonnie

Parker, Ellen

Perry, Mareea & Kathy
Plocharsky, Marcia

Read, Ronald & Melanie
Seegert, Alfred & Natasha
Seikel, Paula & Tony
Sexton, Laura

Siclen, Mary Van

Smith, Jolynn

Thompson, Jennifer
Warren, Lee & Georgia
Watkins, Susan
Woodring, Shannon
Zimmerman, Laurrie

North American

Beavers:

$35 - $49/month;
$420 - $599 Annually

Coe, Janis

Curtis, Jill

D'Alesandro, Julia & Nicholas
Dalgleish, Pat & Mac

Glass Family Fund

Gates, Stacey & Travis
Henricks, Claudia & Ralph

Hill, Bruce & Sherri
Kolling, Genevieve
Marthaler, Buz & Dalyn
Marthaler, Pamela
Neill, John C

Palmer, Pamela & Glenn
Rodriguez, Alicia Batista
Sarno, Carol

Slade, Christina
Sowerby, Sandra
Stoner, Gaye & Dick
Torstenson, Kristi
Trussell, Susan & David

Ravens:
$20 - $34/Month;
$240 - $419 Annually

Adams, Molly

Ahrens, Glen

Aller, Keri

Bargsley, Mary

Becerra, Lisa

Blamires, Shawna
Branson, Sunny

Brimhall, Keith & Carolyn
Brown, Kyrsten

Bryner, Kenny & Michelle
Burke, Lisa

Campbell, Becky
Christensen, Alex & Novak, Jessica
Clark, Carole

Cowart, Phil & Kate
Dixon, Randal

Eardley, Don & Connie
Evans, James & Diane
Fritz, Clara

Gabriel, Steven

Galland, Joel & Julie
Galland, Tessa

Gardner, Stockton

Goff, Tressa

Gregersen, Linda
Gregoire, Dan & Elizabeth
Griffith, Terrie & David
Hoff, Nathan

Johnson, Raquel

Jones, Kristine

Knipe, Helen

LaBeau Family Giving Fund
Liscomb, Cammy
Matheny, Pam
McChristal, James
McPeak, Leisa

Molisani, Isis Buckles
Liberty Mutual

Parsegov, Grigoriy
Pepiot, Angela

Perez, Jaime & Vicky
Peterson, Donald

Rees, Irene

Reynolds, Addyson

Rice, Dee

Roylance, Karen
Scadden, Cailin & Dakota
Schlange, Chaz & Shay
Schulter, Matthew
Shaw, Nancy

Smith, Liz

Speciale, Phyllis

Spencer, Jeana
Swanson, Vicki
Taylor, Chris
Thompson, Taylor
Tsakacos, Jim
Walker, Stephen
Wheadon, Kate
Wheeler, Garth
Winters, Betty
Wittmeyer, Jacqueline
Zealley, Jeff

ying Squirrels:

($15 - $20/month;
$180 - $239 Annually

Adobe Inc.

Bloedel, Ellen

Brau, Danielle

Costa, Cynthia

Durham, Steve & Valli
Heiner, Eddie

Hinojos, Al

Hiortdahl, Kirsten
Hobson, Vincent
Jackson, Mimi & Dennis
Kitchens, Elizabeth

Krob, Kathleen & Alan
Landes, Janelle
Lombardo, Lynn & James
Marin, Debra & Behring, Michael
McMahon, Laura & John
Mikesic, David

Nielsen, Ruth

Nixon, Leslie

Ombach, Garik

Roake, Ryan

Roberts, Cindy & Robert
Sabatini, Linda

Schuyler, Howard & Mary
Smoger, Lowell
Stephenson, Gary & Jean
Thomas, Patty
Thomassen, Lori

Turek, Marla & Greg
Weiskopf, Linda & David
Wirick, Melanie

Chickadees:

$8 - $14/month or undisclosed CFC
donations; $100 - $179 Annually

Agardy, Savanna
Armstrong, Richard
Arnold, Alyssa & Andrew
Austin, Mikayla

Bayer, Virginia & Kenneth
Berthrong, Candace
Bringhurst, Chad
Coleman, Lianna

Combs, Chris

Conant, Kathryn & Vandenberg, Tim
Conner, Wendy

Cooper, Jessica

Cragun, Tracey
Crockett, Mark
Crotty, Michael

Dahl, Alyssa
Derasary, Rani & Lara
Devey, John & Marie
Dixon, Amy

Foster, Jane

Hall, Christopher & Sherrie
Hawkins, Teresa

HCA Foundation
Heath, Frank
Hickman, Natalie
Hoecherl, Matthew
Holiday, Melissa
Holley, Mindi

Hurst, Joe

Johnson, Linde
Jones, Hilari

Junk, Geraldine
Keesler, Jilyon
Knowlton, Kristine
Koenig, Stephanie
Lazy H Ranch Giving Fund
Lung, Kathleen
Martell, Julie
Martinez, Julie
Mejia, Daniel
Merges, Valerie
Nelson, Andrea
Nelson, Emily & John
Neumann, Kathy
Ogata, Wendy
O'Malley, Lauren
Paige, John & Shelley

Perrin, Kim
Phillips, Kerk
Phillips, Nick

Rifleman, Agustina & Kurt
Roberts, Renee

Robison, Joel

Romero, Mike & Angela
Runsvold, Mitchell
Sanborn, Wendy
Sanchez, Jennifer & Bella
Saunders, Andie

Scott, Marilyn & Gentry
Skeen, Linda & Dave
Smith, Stanley

Smyka, Richard

Standing, Earl

Stearns, Linda

Stevens, Diane Sandberg
Stevens, Kathleen & William
Stewart, Jane & Thomas
Stewart, Michelle
Strachan, Duna

Styer, Joseph & Kathleen
Summers, Kent & Kay
Summers, Nancy

Tarrh, Barbara & John
Voris, Martin & Gabi
Wakayama, Norma & Monica
Wallace, Anne

Wendt, Sharon

Windley, Gregory

Woaurst, Gloria

Thank you to our

WRCNU
Sustainers!




Your Donation Support is Extremely Important to Us

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

One-Stop Shopping.
Use 1 Link to find it all!
Linktr.ee/wrcnu

No matter how big or small, your donation makes a HUGE IMPACT!

There are many ways to support Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Northern Utah and all are greatly
appreciated.
Monthly Sustainers: The “WRCNU Monthly Sustainer Team” continues to grow—WELCOME to our new members!. These
members understand that they really don’t miss the automatic monthly donations coming out of their credit/debit cards OR from
their checking/savings account through their monthly “Bill Pay”. Visit our Donate tab’s “Become a Sustainer” page for more

information on becoming a “WRCNU Monthly Sustainer”.

Donate your old vehicles (cars/trucks/scooters/motorcycles/boats/RVs/etc.) through our partner CARS nonprofit. No cost to
you, CARS schedules and does all the “heavy lifting” and provides a Tax Deductible receipt for your donation and sends WRCNU a
nice check. See our link to the CARS donation form on our website’s “Donate” tab (scroll towards the bottom of the page).

Employer Matching—many Businesses will double your gifts by matching your donations; Ask your employer if they have a
Matching Gift Program. If WRCNU does not already have a program with your employer, it’s still pretty easy. They will contact us by
email and we will gladly enroll for the opportunity to double your gifts.

Mailed Donations: Checks should be mailed to our mail only address at 3127 N Pelican Dr., Farr West, UT 84404

Facebook Fundraisers: If you have a Facebook (FB) account, why not start a small celebratory fundraiser for a birthday,
anniversary, or “Just Because”? Go to our FB page and click on the “Fundraisers” tab, then click on the “Create a Fundraiser”
button. Whether you earn $5 or $500, every dollar adds up and is just another way to support WRCNU without spending a dime of

your own.
e . . Smiths %:® . L,

Smith’s Inspiring Donations Program: mserincoonamons Do you have a Smith’s Rewards Card? Smith’s donates 0.5% of all

eligible purchases you make to your favorite (WRCNU) nonprofit. It’s free to you and you still get all of your rewards and gas points

and they send us a nice check every quarter. Go to our website’s “Donate” page and click on the Smith’s logo for more info.

Venmo: s) PayPal:

.'VTIRCNU1 *CFC Gold

Federal C

CFC Code: 74219 Transparency

2025

UTAH STATE EMPLOYEES
CHARITABLE FUND Candid.

Lend 0. helping tand

USECF Code: 1228

Previously known as GuideStar



Nest Destroyed during Excavation Work

| This Desert Cottontail kit and a sibling required a few
5~ days to nurse from the bottle before it was ready to be
" weaned and it is now ready to go out on its own once

. there are several good weather days.

The nest of four (4) kits with mom was accidentally
destroyed during an excavation project. Mom was

i killed, two had to be euthanized due to their injuries,
i but two (2) are thriving and ready for release.

A “Mixed Bag of Emotions” but in the end, two were

saved!
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