A Hard Row To Hoe

Introduction:  The origin of this statement is when people would hoe their crops.  It can be hard and laborious  work.  You wanted to get a row with few weeds but sometimes a person thought they were getting an easy row to find out it had lots of weeds.  Therefore, they chose a hard row to hoe.  Similar statement is "They made their bed now they have to lie in it."  Most of the problems we have is due to our own decisions. 
I)  Bible Passages Which Makes This Point
A)  The way of the sinner is hard. 
1.  Proverbs 26.10; 13.15 both makes this point. 
2.  This applied to Saul of Tarsus, Acts 9.5; 26.14. 
B)  You are going to reap what you sow. 
1.  Hosea 8.7 and Galatians 6.7 both makes this point. 
2. This can be good or bad.  Sow good seed (i.e. righteousness, spiritual-ness) you will reap good things. Sow bad seed you will reap bad things. (Karma)
C)  Sin is a hard taskmaster
1.  Proverbs 14.34; John 8.34.  
2. Romans 6 makes this point  couple of ways.  Romans 6.15-16, 23.  Sin takes a person farther than they want to go, keeps them longer than they want, and cost more than they thought. 
II) Biblical Examples of People Who Choose a Hard Row To Hoe
A)  Cain choose to murder his brother.  Genesis 4.13
1.  He could of chosen to offer a sacrifice that would please God.  He could have controlled his anger but instead chose to kill his brother.  1 John 3.12
2.  His punishment seemed severe, Genesis 4.10ff. 
3. The way of the murderer is hard!
B)  David choose to commit adultery and murder, 2 Samuel 11
1.  His punishment was severe,  2 Samuel 12.7-15. 
2.  The child died, 2 Samuel 12.16. 
3.  His son Absalom killed his brother Ammon after Ammon raped Tamar, 2 Samuel 13. 
4.  Absalom rebelled against his father, David, and went into David's concubines, 2 Samuel 16.22. 
5.  Absalom was killed, 2 Samuel 18.33.
6. David choose a hard row to hoe. 
C)  Israel choose to worship the idols and forsake the way of the Lord, Jeremiah 6.16
1. There was a conscious decision to not follow the Lord. 
2.  The destruction of Israel and Judah was severe, Amos 7.17. 
3. Israel choose a hard row to hoe. 
III) Hard Rows to Hoe Today
A)  A child who decides to become rebellious, Proverbs 13.1
1. Numerous passages written to young people encouraging them to listen to their parents, to older people, to God. Proverbs 1.6; 6.20; 23.25
2. A rebellious person will hard themselves and others around them, Proverbs 13.18; 19.25
3.  A young person chooses their own way of life but there is a way that is a hard row to hoe. 
B)  Person who decides to live according to the flesh (party it up, get drunk, get high, have a good time, etc) Romans 8.5
1. We live in a society that wants to play and have a good time all the time. 
2.  Much like the Prodigal Son in Luke 15.  He partied it up and was left homeless, Luke 15.14ff. 
3. Where were his friends?  Where was his family? Where was God?  
4. You can choose to forget about God and live for today but it is a hard row to hoe. 
C)  A Person Who Decides To Forsake The Wife or Husband of Their Youth,  Malachi 2.16
1.  This obviously applies when a person is unfaithful to their spouse, Matthew 19. 
2. This also applies when a person just decides they are tired of marriage and divorces.  1 Corinthians 7.2
3. Divorce for no scriptural reason is wrong.  It harms the children, the other person, the church, and others. 
4. God hates divorce for a reason.  It is a hard row to hoe. 
D) A Person Who Decides To Leave the Lord
1. They may get discouraged, may be lured back into the world due to sin, may put their family first, etc. 
2.  The warning in Hebrews 6.4-6 is to us and not the unfaithful. 
3.  Described in 2 Peter 2.18-22. 
4. It is a hard row to hoe. 
E)  A Person Who Decides To Wait is Choosing a Hard Row
1. List of people who decided to wait; the rich young ruler, king Agrippa, Acts 26.28. and Henry. 
2. Today is the day of salvation, 2 Corinthians 6.2.  
3. Almost persuaded -- is a hard row to hoe. 
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