Rebuilding Our Homes: Be Careful Who You Marry


Introduction: There are many serious decisions we make in life. The most important is in regards to obeying the Gospel of Christ. I can not stress enough that whether or not one decides to become a Christian will influence both your life here and on the other side of the grave. I would argue the second most important is who you marry. To our young people I want to say, “Be Careful of Who You Marry!”

I. The Christian Must Be VERY Careful in All Areas of Life
a. Ephesians 5.15 give us warning
i. Circumspectly (KJV) 

ii. Translated “diligently” in Matthew 2.8; Acts 18.25
iii. Translated “perfect” in Luke 1.3; 1 Thess. 5.2
iv. Thayer defines as: exactly, accurately, diligently

v. New American Standard translated as “careful”

vi. “Be very careful, then, how you live-not as unwise but as wise” NIV

b. Be wise, careful, diligent in:
i. Worship, Morals, Friendships, How Study, How to Treat others, Personal Godliness, and Who you marry

ii. Be careful who you marry. 

II. Who One Marries Makes A Difference
a. Bible Warnings
i. Exodus 34.11-16 –Don’t marry people of land

ii. Deut. 7.3-4 – Don’t marry people of land

iii. Ezra 9-10 –Married people of land

1. Identified the problem as sin (9.2, 10,11, 13; 10.10)

2. Told to separate from those wives (10.11) 

3. People said “…we must do” (10.12)

iv. Neh. 13.25-25 – Solomon’s wives caused him to sin

v. Mark 6.17-18 Herod told his marriage not lawful

vi. 1 Peter 3.1-7 – Wife concerned about her unbelieving husband.

III. If Must Be Careful Who We Marry Then, Careful Who We Date!
a. Dating is the process we use to select our mates. 
b. You control or decide who you will date. 
IV. Careful Who You Marry
a. Marriage is permanent
i. God’s Law, Matt. 19.4-6 
1. One man for one woman

2. Must cleave to your spouse (forsake all others)

3. Become one flesh – sexual union, spiritual union

4. God has joined them together. 

ii. 1 Corinthians 7.10-13

1. Do not depart (10)

2. Not divorce (11)

3. Not divorce (12)

4. Not divorce (13)

iii. One Exception: Divorce for Fornication (sexual immorality), Matt. 5.32; 19.9. 

iv. Permanence of marriage in Romans 7.1-2 bound as long as you both shall live. 

b. This is the closets (physical) relationship
i. The man and woman became one flesh, Genesis 2.24; Matthew 19.5-6; Ephesians 5.31
ii. “A man’s children are pieces of himself; but a man’s wife is himself” –Matthew Henry

1. Closer than parent/child relationship
2. Commanded to dwell together, 1 Peter 3.7
iii. Marriage involves a blending of personalities, 1 Cor. 6.16
1. You are building a life together

2. Over the years you find the bond between you change and becomes stronger. 

c. You Mate Will Influence You
i. This will go both ways, either good or bad

ii. Only natural since: 

1. The are so close

2. Husband loves his wife, Eph. 5.25ff
3. She loves and reverences him, Eph. 5.33; Titus 2.4
iii. See evil influence in Exodus 34.11-16, Deut. 7.3-4, Neh. 13.25-26
d. Parent To Your Children
i. Responsible for training children

ii. Children are to obey their parents, Eph. 6.1. 

iii. They will provide an example to your children. 

iv. Ezekiel 16.44 want to know what that person you are dating will be like? Look at their mother/father. 

e. May not have a right to marry
i. Who can marry?

1. One who never married, Matt. 19.5-6
2. One whose mate is dead, Romans 7.2-3
3. One who put mate away for fornication, Matt. 5.32; 19.9. 
ii. Wrong situation if you have the right but the other person does not. You will be living in adultery. 

iii. Be sure the other person falls into one of the above groups of people. 
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