Being At The Cross
Introduction: Quantum leap was a television show where the main character time traveled.  What would it be like to be present at some of the great events in time.  Battle of Midway, Signing of the Declaration of Independence, meet your great-great-great-grandparents, etc.  How about being at the crucifixion of Jesus? There were five individuals there that day who had a unique perspective of the events that unfolded. 
I) Barabbas
A) Luke 23.18-19
1. Pilate offered a choice between Jesus and Barabbas. 
2. Barabbas was a condemned man, waiting certain death. 
3. Suddenly there was the possibility of being set free, not escape but actually pardon. 
4.  Three times Pilate asked the crowd who they wanted released, v. 22. 
5. Suddenly he was free and another person was dying in his place, v. 25
6. What changes did that make in Barabbas' life? What changed would that have made in your life?
B) Are we like Barabbas? 
1. Condemned by the law, Romans 3.9-18. 
2.  Worthy of death, James 2.9-10. 
3.  Then comes the Gospel, the Good News, 2 Corinthians 5.21. 
4.  Jesus took our place, He paid the price. 
II) Simon
A) Luke 23.26 he had to bear the cross of Jesus
1. He was compelled, Mark 15.21
2. He Jews, a long distance from home, came for the purpose of worshipping God. 
3. Time for a festival, good clothes, nice and clean. 
4. Now he was made to carry a cross, the crowd jeering, v. 27.
5. It would have been heavy, splinters, perhaps bloody. 
6. What changes would that had made in Simon's life? For better or worse
B) We must bear the cross
1. It makes a difference, Galatians 2.20. 
2. Bearing the cross means a change in life, actions, thoughts. 
3. Not always pleasant or comfortable or convenient. Luke 9.23
III) The Unbelieving Criminal, Luke 23.39
A) Event at the point of death he was obstinate. 
1. The various opportunities to change was not taken advantage of. 
2. Later on that day or the next he would die and face the punishment. 
B)  Matthew 7.21 Lord save me is not enough. 
1. Acts 2.21 call on the name is done by obeying, Acts 2.38. 
2. Bear Bryant was told to write out a statement of his belief and that was enough.  
IV) The Repentant Criminal, Luke 23.40-43
A)  No reason for hope that day.  He was facing and did face a cruel death. 
1.  Realized his punishment was just.  We don't know what he did but it was worthy of death. 
2.  He also realized the innocence of Jesus, showed a reliance of Jesus. 
3. Jesus promised this man paradise, v. 43.  Some have called this man the most saved man in the Bible. 
4.  Hades the realm of the dead, Acts 2.27, 31. 
5.  Paradise and Tartarus are the two places one can go to wait the day of judgment. 
B) To die and be with Christ is gain, Phil. 1.23. 
1. All will eventually die and either go to Paradise or Tartarus. 
V) The Centurion
A) Luke 23.47 and Mark 15.39
1. This day started out like any other day. 
2. We don't know how many people he had crucified but this was an ugly job. 
3. Suddenly everything changed from the normal to the abnormal.  There was darkness and an earthquake. 
B) He recognized Jesus as the Son of God, Heb. 10.28-29. 
1. Perhaps your life is going along and everything is as you like it but suddenly things change. 
2. Heart attack, auto wreck, stroke, marriage, a child, hearing the Gospel of Christ. 
3. Will you recognize the Son of God?  Will you obey Him?
Conclusion: Today we are here because of the events that transpired over 2000 years ago at a place called Calvary.  Which person are you going to be? 
