GIDEON

JUDGES

Introduction: Do you look around at our society and feel “little” or overwhelmed? How many Christians are there? What impact can you or I possibly have in our community? Take heart for Gideon teaches us the power of one person and God.
I. JUDGES 6
a. General condition, v. 1
i. They were being oppressed, vv. 4-6

ii. Altars had been set up to Baal.

iii. The prophet reminds people of God’s law, vv. 8-10

b. God chose to use Gideon, vv. 11
i. Gideon’s response of why me? V. 15

1. He was a mighty man of valor, v. 12

2. Have you ever felt like the man hanging from a cliff asking for help? The voice of God says to let go of the tree branch and He will take care of you. The man cries out of help from somebody else. 

ii. How many times was this asked in the Bible? Moses, King Saul, etc. 

iii. Today God chooses us through His word, Eph. 1.4

iv. How many times is this asked today? 

1. Sing, pray, teach, go to a brother, etc. 

2. No excuses just do your best. 

c. Gideon destroys the images of Baal and then worships God, vv. 25,26, 28

i. Was not enough to offer the sacrifice, had to take away the idols. 

ii. Can not walk according to the flesh and spirit at the same time, Romans 8.5-6,7-8

iii. We must change, repent, be converted, be transformed, Acts 3.19

II. JUDGES 7
a. Gideon’s army has too many people
i. The numbers in verses 3-4

1. Israel with 32,000 and Midianites 135,000, (8.10)

ii. God decides to reduce the numbers, vv. 4-6

1. Numbers are not always the most important thing in battle

2. David in 2 Samuel 24.10 was wrong in numbering Israel

iii. Right or wrong is not determined by numbers

1. Numbers do not reflect spirituality or effectiveness in worship
2. Do not get trapped into "counting heads"
b. Before the battle, vv. 7-9
i. 300 to 135,000 reminds me of the Alamo

ii. How many would be discouraged in that situation?

c. The victory, v. 10ff
i. God was with them, there was victory

ii. There was no military value in what they were doing. 

iii. They were trusting in God! 

III. JUDGES 8
a. Some were upset, why didn’t you call us? Vv. 1-3
i. Genuine, they weren’t alone

b. Gideon’s army did not rest, v. 4
i. Are we resting before our time? Hebrews 4.1

ii. No such thing as a spiritual vacation.
IV. WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE
a. Romans 8.31; 1 John 5.14
b. The virgin birth, Isaiah 7.14
c. Jesus healing the lame and blind, Acts 2.22
d. Changing of sinner into saint, Ephesians 1.7-8
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