Instrumental Music In Worship Part 1


Hebrews 2:12
Introduction:  By instrumental music I mean music that is produced by mechanical methods such as a horn, drum, stringed instrument, piano, organ, pipe, timbrel, etc.  One usually finds out that churches of Christ do not use that kind of instrumental music in worship.  Sometimes, as a point of curiosity, people will want to know why.  

I.
How To Establish Bible Authority.

A.
Where to search for Bible authority.


1.
Not in thoughts and opinions of 


(Matt. 15:9, 13).



2.
Not in 





(Heb. 1:1-2; Col. 2:14).



3.
In the 





(Matt. 17:5; Matt. 28:20; Col.1:18).


B.
Bible authority is established in three ways:



[Jesus used this very procedure when tempted by the devil, Matt. 4:1-10]

   
1.



.  Example:  (Matt. 4:10; cf. Deut. 6:13).


2.




.  Example:  (Matt. 4:7; cf. Deut. 6:16).



3.






.  Example: (Matt. 4:4; cf. Deut. 8:3). 



[Used by apostles on question of circumcision, Acts 15].



1.
NI - - Acts 15:7 (Acts 10:34).



2.
E - - Acts 15:12 (Acts 14:3).



3.
C - - Acts 15:16-17 (Amos 9:11).


C.
The 


of the Scriptures.  [some examples]


1.
Lev. 10:1.  God refused this “strange (“profane”, NKJV)  fire” 



2.
1 Chron. 17:1-6.  David and Nathan thought it good to build God a dwell-


ing place.  God asked Nathan if He (God) had asked for one.  The implied 



answer is “No.”  



3.
Heb. 7:14.  God had said nothing about a priest coming from the tribe of 


Judah.  


4.
Acts 15:24.  Some were teaching that one must be circumcised after the 



manner of Moses in order to be saved (Acts 15:1).  

D.
The challenge is to search the New Testament for what ought to be done.



Col. 3:17).

II.
What Does The New Testament Say? 
  
A.
Here are all the passages on the subject: 































B.  
Sometimes the passages in Revelation are mentioned: 





























These occur in a vision of things which were to come (Rev. 1:1, 10). 


[They are not germane to the worship of the New Testament church.]


C.
Sometimes the word “music” is mentioned (Lk. 15:25).

D.
Sometimes “making melody” is mentioned (Eph. 5:19).  It is the word that


means “to make a psalm

Conclusion:  Churches of Christ sing in worship because the New Testament authorizes singing and singing only.  Churches of Christ do not use instruments of music in worship because the New Testament does not authorize their usage.

[More to follow: The Argument That Has Never Been Made]
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