PARENTING, GETTING DOWN TO BRASS TACKS 


Introduction: I want to give a series of lessons on dancing, drinking, immodesty, pre-martial sex, etc. Often parents want their children to hear these lessons. Let me say that after 20 plus years of preaching I have learned the very first topics you must deal with are the parents. I remember calling down a young lady in service one night and dealing with her parents. This taught me an important lesson about dealing with a child of another set of parents. Therefore, let me point out that if you want to have a positive spiritual impact on your children you must be aware of what you are dealing with. 

· UNDERSTAND WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS, 2 TIMOTHY 2.15- 16
· Your responsibilities as parents. Ephesians 6.4. 
· What does God expect of me? 

· How can I best instill a love of God in my children? 2 Timothy 1.5. 

· Your children and their responsibilities, Ephesians 6.1-2. 
· This is a two way street; one problem is parents understanding what their children know and what they can do with that knowledge. 

· This leads to incorrect discipline and instruction. 

· Commercial about a child commanded to use a hedge trimmer by Dad. 

· A grown child being pampered, not being held accountable for what he does. 

· The various issues your children will face
· Immodesty – proper clothing, attitudes etc. are defined by the Bible and not society. 
· Language – filthy words, coarse jesting, using the name of God in vain, etc. 

· Pre-martial sex and dating activities – what is wrong with “safe sex”? Or, petting? 

· Marriage/Divorce/Remarriage – God’s Law on Marriage and scriptural divorce. 

· Dancing – can I dance or what is wrong with going to dances? 

· Alcohol and social drinking – why can’t I have a little beer with my friends as long as I don’t get drunk. 

· Divine authority as it applies to them and their responsibilities toward God and their parents. 

· Parents remember your authority is not your sinless life or perfection but the word of God. 

· Don’t be naïve about what your children face. 

· Strangulation to get high, using air spray to get high, sexual activities among school buddies, etc. 

· BE WILLING TO TAKE THE HEAT 
· From your children 
· When you set rules and guidelines 

· Parenting is not for cowards, children need rules and guidelines. 

· Children will often use guilt trips, friends, grandparents, 

· From the world around you, 1 Peter 4.1-4, 12-13. 
· If you teach your children what the Bible says then you and your children will be different. 

· Different in dress, in language, in entertainment, and out look on life. 

· THINGS YOUR CHILDREN WILL MISS OUT ON
· One problem some parents have is the idea their children will miss out on various things. 
· Do not sugar coat, yes, your children will miss out on and so will you. 
· Things your children will miss out on if they do what the Bible says

· Being arrested for any other following activities: public intoxication, DUI, fighting, destroying public property. 
· Getting suspended from school due to drugs being found in your locker or person. 
· Having to take a “test” to see if you are pregnant/to see if your girlfriend is pregnant. 
· Finding out you have AIDS or some other socially transmitted disease. 
· The destroying power of divorce, even “scriptural divorces” carry a high cost. 
· Unscriptural divorces creates many more problems. 
· The torment of hell (John 5.28-29). 
· A lot of the “fun” people are having today comes with a high price tag. 
· Things you will miss out on

· Having to get your children out of jail/appearing before a judge. 
· Having to go to school and to get your child re-instated.
· Taking your child to a drug treatment program. 
· Having your daughter/son coming to you and say they are pregnant. 
· Having to deal with a child dying of AIDS. 
· Worrying about your children’s martial status, seeing grandchildren. 
· Burying a child with no hope.  
· BE UNITED AND PRACTICAL 
· Both parents must be on the same page, Matthew 12.25
· Study out any disagreements. 
· Children will use one parent against another, Jacob and Esau we see the problem of parents having favors. 
· Deal with the application

· We must be able to apply what the Bible says on the above subjects, Hebrews 5.13-14. 
· Such as: kind of clothes you are going to allow your sons/daughters to wear, social activities they will be allowed to go to, dating practices, condemning pre-martial sex, etc. 
Conclusion: In the next lessons we are going to look at social drinking, pre—marital sex, dancing, and other topics pertaining to our children. These are not confined to just the young but are of particular interest to all. 
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