PHILIPPIANS #2: THOUGHTS & PRAYERS

Introduction: The song, “You Are Always on My Mind” speaks of the close relationship between people. We often think of those we love during the day or at special times. We wonder how they are doing, what they are doing, and miss them. Paul wants the brethren at Philippi to know that he is thinking of them and what he is thinking. 
I. PAUL’S MEMORIES AND CURRENT THOUGHTS, VV. 3-6

a. Paul was not worrying about himself but of others, v. 3
i. Memories of Lydia and the jailer instead of the beatings and slave masters. 

1. How do you remember your childhood? Usually made up of good and bad memories. 

2. How do you choose to remember your childhood?

ii. He was thankful for their love, fellowship, and kindness. 

iii. Paul prayed for them. 

1. We are told to pray without ceasing (1 Thess. 5.17); the prayer of a righteous man avails much (James 5.16); and Jesus intercedes for us (Hebrews 7:25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.
b. The fellowship in the gospel, v. 5
i. They supported Paul financially, Phil. 4.14-19
ii. Based upon the relationship they shared with God. 

1. Based upon the gospel and their salvation. 

2. We are warned to not fellowship some, 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. Ephesians 5:11, and fellowship those inside the body, 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 2 Corinthians 6:14. 
3. Our fellowship is important, the bond and working together gives us a sense of belonging, it encourages us. 

4. This is a spiritual relationship, 3.10
5. It was the sacrifices they shared together, Phi. 4.15. They aided Paul when no one would or could up to the present time. 

c. Paul’s confidence, v. 6
i. Consider how Paul was called to be an apostle and how the gospel came to Macedonia. 

1. How little did the they realize the sacrifices that God was working for their salvation. 

2. God would not abandon them now, 32 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. Acts 20:32 (Lump of coal going to be a diamond someday.) 

ii. If they stopped, they would be lost. 

II. THEY WERE IN PAUL’S HEART, V. 7
a. A close relationship
i. This is natural, unnatural to not love those who love you. 

ii. Paul was in prison because of the gospel but why? Because Paul cared about his soul and the souls of others. 

iii. They also cared and perhaps some had suffered. 
1. In defense of the gospel, negative attacks that need to be answered. Not cowards. 

2. Some lack the faith to defend the gospel, others lack knowledge, some love for the truth. 

b. Paul wants to see them. V. 8
i. Affection, loses something, homesick or people sick. Just wanted to hear the voice, see their face, hug them. 

ii. Deep inside Paul yearned to see them.

III. PAUL’S PRAYERS
a. Seven things
i. That they will grow – abound more and more. 

ii. That they will be loving Christians

iii. That they will be knowledgeable, good in studying the Bible

iv. That they will be discerning Christians, have good judgment. To know good and bad. 

v. That they will be without offense. 

1. We should live so as not to cause others to sin. 

2. We should never allow others to lead us to sin. 

vi. That they be faithful until the day of Christ. To complete the race. 

vii. That they be fruitful Christians. 

1. We must depend on Jesus in order to be fruitful, 1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. John 15:1-4
2. We must be spiritually minded

3. We must be consistent; a branch grows a little each day. 

Conclusion: Think of prayers that you may say for your children or someone else you love. Are you living those qualities? Are you a child of God? 
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