Empty Yourselves

Philippians 1.27-2.11

Introduction: Will Rogers said he was not a member of an organized party, he was a democrat. Go to a ballgame and you will see how people act away from church. One lady teacher said she recorded her class for a day. She intended on showing it to some parents. Once she previewed the tape she decided she was ashamed of her conduct. Have you ever been ashamed of your conduct or that of your brethren? Most religious disputes are caused by selfishness. How do we correct that problem?

I. KEY CONCEPTS FOR UNITY
a. Let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, v. 27
b. Philippians 1:27a Only let your conduct be as becomes the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you, or else am absent, I may hear of your affairs, 

i. Our walk or manner of life must be consistent with the talk of a Christian. 

ii. It is easy to see a hypocrite but the hypocrite may not see it. 

iii. Conversation used in Phil. 3.20 means citizenship. We should conduct ourselves of a manner worthy of members of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

iv. Do you make Christ ashamed of you?
c. Oneness, v. 27b that you stand fast in one spirit, striving together with one mind for the faith of the gospel,
i. Jesus prayed that His disciples be one as He and the Father, John 17:20 "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21 "that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.
ii. One spirit refers to mind or disposition, the higher spiritual part of man. 
iii. One mind, one soul, refers to the heart of man, his intentions and emotions.

1. To work together as a team, different positions, players, goals, but those are to harmonize. 

2. We have members with different talents, teaching, and goals. 

iv. The faith of the gospel is the object of their unity and striving together. 

d. Not be afraid of their adversaries, Philippians 1:28 and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from God.
i. We are to be confident of the victory in Christ, have the yes we can attitude. Too many Christians have the attitude of the Israelites at Kadesh Barnea, we are grasshoppers. 

ii. Our salvation is of God,  Romans 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
e. Having the same conflict, Philippians 1:30 having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me.
i. Part of being a Christian is being a soldier. 

ii. Part of being a Christian is suffering as Jesus suffered, 2 Timothy 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.
II. HOW TO TREAT EACH OTHER,  Philippians 2:1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.
a. Have a submissive mind
i. If – states a condition that is necessary, essential. 

ii. Must have love, comfort is tender affection. 

iii. Our fellowship in the Spirit is going to be seen in our love for each other. No fellowship, no love. 

iv. Affection and mercy can be called furnishings in the church. 

b. Essential element in oneness
i. Likeminded, the mind is revealed later in verse 5. 

ii. Lowliness of mind, park the egos at the door. 

iii. Opposite of strife, envy, conceit, and pride. 

iv. Must not have the rule or ruin attitude. No one person has a monopoly on personal conviction, no one person’s matter of judgment is the only matter of judgment. When a person develops my way or the highway attitude we are headed for trouble. 

v.  Concentrate on what I can do. 

III. JESUS AS OUR EXAMPLE, Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.
a. The form of God 
i. Jesus possessed all the attributes of deity. Infinite, all knowing, all powerful, all present, etc. 

ii. He did not consider robbery, not something he was striving for but something he possessed by His very nature. 

iii. Imagine being ruler over the entire universe, what would you do. 

1. You are king for a day.

2. Time to get back at your enemies, to get your way, to be served, etc. 

b. Took on the form of a servant
i. Left heaven to come to earth. He took on the body of flesh. 
1. He did not deny His deity, but took on the form of man.

ii. He became a servant, he submitted to the will of the Father, Matthew 20:28 "just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.". 

iii. He was not role playing but actually became a servant, in this way he emptied himself, v. 7 ASV. 
c. The likeness of man
i. Likeness, fashion, not simply outward appearance. 

ii. He possessed the attributes of deity and humanity. 

iii. He humbled himself, washed the feet of His disciples. 

iv. Became obedient, even to death. 

v. What about us? Do we have this attitude? Do we humble ourselves before others, are we submitting to the will of God, do we think of others first? 

IV. JESUS IS HIGHLY EXALTED,  Philippians 2:9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
a. Raised to the right hand of God, Ephesians 1:21-far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 
i. He is Lord of Lords and King of Kings. 

ii. All authority has been given to Him. 

b. Only by His blood can we be saved. 
i. Only if we recognize His power, His word, and walk in His steps can we be saved, Romans 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

ii. We like those on the Day of Pentecost should be asking the question “What shall we do?” What shall I do to be saved? What shall I do to serve God better? What shall I do to have unity? Etc. 
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