WORK OUT YOUR OWN SALVATION

Philippians: 2.12-13

Introduction: There are things no one can do for you and no one can make you do. People may encourage you to exercise, eat the right foods, study, etc, but ultimately you decide if you want to do those things or not. This also goes for your salvation. People may be praying for you, encourage you, but no one can serve God for you. Let us look at Philippians 2:12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. in this lesson. 

I. Work out your own salvation
a. Salvation requires “work” 
b. Which implies some type of action or activity. 
i. God has done his part is sending His Son to die on the cross for us, Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

1. Calvinism due its teaching on total depravity, unconditional election, etc. say man is unable to do anything in obedience to God. 

2. Man is totally passive in his salvation. They say this to praise God and get away from man earning his salvation.

ii. An important question in John 6.28. “The works of God”.

iii. On the Day of Pentecost, the audience was encouraged to do something, Acts 2:40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation." 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 

iv. Jesus is the author of salvation to? Those who obey Him, Hebrews 5.9. 

v. We must do the works of God, believe, John 6:29 Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent."; Luke 13:3 "I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.; Romans 10:10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.; be baptized into Christ, Mark 16:15 And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.  

1. We are not saved by self-righteous works, Romans 10:3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. 

2. Not saved by the works of the Law of Moses

3. Not saved by works of the devil. 

vi. No one can stop you from doing the work of God, no one can do this for you. 

c. There is only one way to be saved, v. 12
i. We are saved by the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, His blood washed away our sins, he offered Himself for us. 

ii. We come into contact with the blood of Christ when we are baptized into Christ, Galatians 3:27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
d. Part of the work is living faithfully.
i. While Paul was there they were faithful. 

ii. They continued in obedience even after Paul left, Rev. 2.5. 

iii. To work out means to bring to completion. 

1. To work out a math problem means to complete it.
2. We are to grow, to become Christ like, have the fruit of the Spirit, Galatians 5.22. 

3. To complete their salvation, 2 Peter 1:10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble.  
iv. This shows the doctrine of once saved always saved to be false. 

e. We are to work out our salvation “with fear (awe)and trembling (respect)
i. Have you ever started to do some thing and suddenly you realize “this is scary,” or “somebody could get hurt?”

1. We often get used to things but in the back of our mind we really know it is serious. Example: driving, piloting an airplane, performing surgery. 

ii. The condition of our soul is serious and scary. 

iii. Various reasons we should approach our soul and death very seriously. 

1. We will face God in judgment, Hebrews 10.31 I can not think of a single time in the Bible when man did not tremble before God. 
2. Passages speaking of man fearing the presence of God, Exodus 19:16 Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled.

3. What can happen to our soul, Matthew 10:28 "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
4. On the Day of Pentecost, the people feared, Acts 2:43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.
iv. There are some things we would do better if we understood with “fear and trembling”

1. Increase in knowledge, Proverb 1.7 If people took the soul more seriously, they would study the Bible more and watch TV less. 
2. Hate evil, Proverbs 8:13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way And the perverse mouth I hate. If people feared God and the judgment more they would hate what sin does to people.
3. Depart from evil, Proverbs 16:6 In mercy and truth Atonement is provided for iniquity; And by the fear of the LORD one departs from evil. If people understood the punishment of hell they would stay as far away from sin as they could. . . 

II. The Work of God
a. God sent His Son to declare His word
i. God works in us through His word, 1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe. 

ii. The word of God is: powerful (Romans 1.16), alive (Hebrews 4.12), able to judge and able to build up,  Acts 20:32 "So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
iii. We must allow it to work in our lives and obey God. 
b. Notice Paul did not say: choose the method of salvation that appeals to you and then work it out.
i. We can not work out our salvation by going to Mohammad, idolatry, etc.

ii. We can not choose the pattern we want to be saved by, or the mode of our salvation. That is determined by God. 

iii. They had obey 1) the Gospel, 2) the words of the apostle Paul, 3) God, as Christ had obeyed. 

Conclusion: Are you working out your salvation with fear and trembling? Do you understand what God requires of you? Do you want to have the hope of salvation? Then obey Christ today. 
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