Timothy, Paul’s Beloved Son in the Faith
[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction: Timothy is mentioned 26 times in the New Testament.  Paul wrote 1 and 2 Timothy to him with much advice on preaching and living the Christian life.  But there are certain passages that speak to who Timothy was and how he lived.  
I) In The Beginning, Acts  16.1-2. 
A) His father was 			.  
 B) B) 2 Timothy 1.5 His mother was			. 
C) He had been 			the scriptures as a child, 2 Timothy 3.14-15
1.  Faith is a product of			.  
2. The lessons a child learns at an early age will remain with them, Prov. 22.6.
3. 
D) Timothy was a			, a follower of Christ. 
1.  Luke 6.40; 14.26,27 he loved God more than his parents or anyone else. 
2. He left his home to travel with Paul, Silas, and Luke.  Luke 9.57ff, 2 Cor. 11.23ff. 
E) Timothy was circumcised twice!
1.  The second time was in Acts 16.3
2. Not as a religious practice, Acts 15.1ff, Galatians 2.3-5.  
3. The first time was in the			, Romans 2.25-29, Colossians 2.11-12
II) Timothy was Paul’s				, 1 Timothy 1.2; 2 Timothy 1.2
A) Paul had no physical children, no wife. 
B) Timothy was close to Paul, learned from him, traveled with Paul, been instructed by Paul. 
1. Young people you can learn from those who are older 
2. Today we call it mentoring but it used to be called training, or disciple-ing. 
III) Timothy was doing the 		of the Lord, 1 Corinthians 16.10, Romans 16.21; 1 Thess 3.2. 
A)  This meant he was studying the word of God, 2 Timothy 2.15. 
B) He was 		the Christian life, 2 Timothy 2.22
1. How old does someone have to be to do the work of the Lord? 
2. Young workers become older workers.  Paul was a worker and so was Timothy. 
Conclusion: What would Paul write to you?  
Conclusion: There are a lot of Timothy's today.  Young people making good decisions.  Deciding to obey the Gospel, to put God first in their lives, bringing up their children as Lois and Eunice did.  There are a lot of older Christians who lived the life of Paul.  We need both.  
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