What Is Wrong With Emotionalism In Religion?

Introduction: One must carefully read the title to this sermon to getting its true meaning. Many decry the lack of emotion in the worship and lives of Christians. The question is not whether we are to have any emotion involved but “emotionalism.”   It is dangerous when decisions are made without any emotion or based totally on emotion. 

I. EMOTIONS CAN MISLEAD US
a. Example of Jacob with Joseph, Genesis 37
i. Joseph’s brothers plotted to kill Joseph, Genesis 37:18 Now when they saw him afar off, even before he came near them, they conspired against him to kill him.
ii. Reuben shows a little compassion and seeks to protect Joseph, Genesis 37:22 And Reuben said to them, "Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit which is in the wilderness, and do not lay a hand on him" -that he might deliver him out of their hands, and bring him back to his father. 

iii. Eventually Joseph is sold into slavery and the brothers tell their father that Joseph has been killed. 

iv. Jacob’s emotions were based on what he saw, not on the truth, 31 So they took Joseph's tunic, killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the tunic in the blood. 32 Then they sent the tunic of many colors, and they brought it to their father and said, "We have found this. Do you know whether it is your son's tunic or not?" 33 And he recognized it and said, "It is my son's tunic. A wild beast has devoured him. Without doubt Joseph is torn to pieces." 34 Then Jacob tore his clothes, put sackcloth on his waist, and mourned for his son many days. 35 And all his sons and all his daughters arose to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted, and he said, "For I shall go down into the grave to my son in mourning." Thus his father wept for him.
v. Later on Jacob had trouble believing the truth because he had believed the earlier lie. Again his emotions were wrong, Gen 45:26 And they told him, saying, "Joseph is still alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt." And Jacob's heart stood still, because he did not believe them.

vi. Emotionalism—to let our feelings be our only guide, to refuse the facts. 
II. WE LIVE IN AN EMOTION BASED WORLD
a. Situation ethics tries to make good bad and bad good. 
i. Appeals to our sense of fairness (?) to allow that which is sinful. 

ii. We can all sympathize with emotional responses.

b. Certain educators and material has drifted away from absolute standards 
i. To some the feelings are more important than the facts. 

c. Emotion based religion often described as “better felt than told”
i. People depend more on what they feel in their heart than on what the Bible says. 

ii. Worship is characterized by unrestrained outbreaks of emotion. 

1. People rolling in isles; bursting out in unintelligible words. 

2. Such emotionalism does not aid but hinders one from worshipping God in spirit and truth. 

a. Disobeyed 1 Corinthians 14:40 Let all things be done decently and in order.
b. Disregards the warnings on emotionalism, Proverbs 28:26 He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, But whoever walks wisely will be delivered. 

iii. When emotion becomes an end to itself

1. People stress emotion for emotion’s sake

2. People forget that emotions are a means to an end

a. To motivate us to produce the proper fruit/
b. The goals are not the emotions, but the fruit they are intended to produce. 

III. DANGERS OF EMOTIONALISM
a. The equating of emotion to spirituality
i. As long as we are emotional, spontaneous we are spiritually minded, Matthew 7:21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 "Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?'. 
ii. Develops the idea that having a pattern is wrong, 1 Cor 14:33 For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. …40 Let all things be done decently and in order.

1. Some have criticized the invitation, singing a set number of songs, etc. 

iii. Worship is aimed at exciting man instead of pleasing God

1. Must do something exciting to stir up the crowd. 

2. Exciting to whom and where will it end? 

b. Leads to self made religion, Jeremiah 17:9  "The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it?
i. Look around at religious practices: robes, crown, instrumental music, fireworks, handclapping, etc. 

ii. Are they really religious, Col 2:8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ..

iii. Arguments often based on emotion instead of what the Bible says. 

1. Sincerity can not by itself save a person, 1 Cor 4:6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.  

iv. Was Paul saying don’t have any emotion? No, but don’t go beyond what has been revealed, Matt 15:8'These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.' " 

c. A false sense of security, 2 Cor 13:5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you are disqualified. 

i. Feelings become the standard, Revelation 3.1-3. 

d. Ignore God’s word
i. Not address things that makes us uncomfortable or angry. 

ii. Self sacrifice, Mark 8:34 When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to them, "Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 35 "For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life shall save it.

iii. How we spend our money and time? 

iv. Social issues such as immodest apparel, drinking, immoral behavior, etc. 

v. How can we increase spiritually by ignoring God’s word?  

e. Emotionalism has leads to division, John 17:20 "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 

i. The standard is not based on our emotions, Phil 3:15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind.
IV. Emotion must be rooted in the word
a. Scriptural emotions must be rooted in faith
i. Faith comes by hearing the word of God, Romans 10.17

ii. The requires us the think and not be ruled by our emotions

b.  If all we display is emotion, not bearing the proper fruit, we are guilty of emotionalism! 
Conclusion: Many have the attitude of sacrificing truth for emotions, Romans 10:1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. Truth and emotion are not mutually exclusive but essential for the Christian, John 4.24. 
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