FREQUENTLY ASKED:

The sensitivity of
cat hearing and eyesight
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Exceptional Hearing

Cats have incredibly sensitive
hearing, able to detect sounds
at much higher frequencies
than humans. They can hear
ultrasonic sounds up to
64-85 kHz, compared to
our range of up to 20 kHz.
This helps them detect prey
movements and stay safe.
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Acute Directional Hearing

Cats can move their ears
independently and pinpoint
the direction of a sound
with great accuracy.
Their ear muscles allow them
to detect small and distant
sounds, even when we
cannot hear anything.
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Sensitive to Loud Sounds

While cats can hear more, they
are also more sensitive to loud
or sudden noises. Sounds that
seem normal to us can be
overstimulating or even painful
for them. This can cause stress
and anxiety, especially if they
cannct escape.
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g Low-Light Vision Experts 4

Cats have larger pupils and
more light-sensitive cells in their
eyes (rods) than humans, allowing
them to see well in low light.
This crepuscular adaptation
helps them be most active at
dawn and dusk when their
natural prey is also active.
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Wider Field of View

Cats have a wider field

of vision than people,

approximately 200 degrees
compared to our 180 degrees.
This helps them detect
movement around them
without needing to turn
their head.
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Less Focus on Fine Detail

While cats excel at detecting
movement and seeing in dim
light, their vision for fine detail
and close-up focus is not as
sharp as ours. They rely more
on motion, contrast and
scent to explore and
understand their world.
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Cats experience the world through incredibly sensitive hearing and highly
adapted vision. Loud or sudden noises, bright lights and chaotic environments
can be overwhelming. Understanding these sensitivities helps us create calmer,
safer spaces where cats can feel secure and thrive.

DESIGNED FOR THEIR
WELLBEING
TRUSTED BY FAMILIES

N



