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About thesongs:

Thesefour songswere composed for 10-course renaissance lutein G;
however, they can be performed on alutewith fewer coursesby playing
thelowest notesan octave higher. Thevoca partsare mid-range, suitable
for mezzo-soprano, ato, or lyric baritone. Thetexts have been modernized
for smplicity’ssake, but theoriginalsareeasily found.

About theaudio CD:

All performancesare by TheresiaBothe and Peter Croton.

“Comeaway, comeaway, death” and“ Sighno more, ladies’, recordedin
January 2005, have been released on the CD “Love songs from five
centuries- from baroqueto folk” (Centaur CRC 2802) and areincluded
by kind permission of Centaur Records. “ Remembrance of things past”
and “While you here do snoring lie” were recorded in January 2009
specificaly for thisedition.

About the composer:

Lutenist and guitarist Peter Croton grew up in the USA and livesin
Switzerland. Heisan active performer as soloist and chamber musicianin
stylesranging from Renaissanceto folk music. Hiscompositionsrange
frommodern lute songsto songsinfolk, pop and jazz styles. Heteaches
lute, historical performance practice and guitar continuo at the Schola
Cantorum Basiliensisand at the Conservatoriesof Musicin Basel and
Bern, Switzerland. In 1984 he won first prize at the ,, Erwin Bodky*
competition for Early Musicin Boston, and has al so won prizesat other
internationa competitions. He hasparticipated in numerousCD, television
and radio productions as soloist and chamber musician. In 2001 six of his
compositionswere published by the German L ute Society, and in 2006 his
ingtruction manual, ,, Figured Bassonthe Classicdl Guitar*, was published
by AmadeusVerlag.

Homepage: www.peter-croton.com

About the poet:

Googling William Shakespeare (1564 — 1616) yields 12,600,000 hits.
Thoseinterested inlearning moreabout him areencouraged to explorethis
vast amount of information.
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From Twelfth Night, by William Shakespeare
Feste, Act 11, Scene |V

Comeaway, come away, death,
Andinsad cypresslet mebelaid;

Fly away, fly away, bregth;

| andainby afair cruel maid.

My shroud of white, stuck all with yew,
O, prepareit!

My part of death,

No onesotruedid shareit.

Not aflower, not aflower sweset,

Onmy black coffin et there be strown;

Not afriend, not afriend greet

My poor corpse, wheremy bones shall bethrown;
A thousand thousand sighsto save,

Lay me, O,

Where Sad truelover never find my grave,
Toweep there!

From Much ado about nothing, by William Shakespeare
Balthasar, Act |1, Scenelll

Sighnomore, ladies, Sghnomore,
Menweredeceversever,
Onefootinseaand oneon shore,
Toonething condant never:

Thensghnot so, but let them go,
Andbeyou blitheand bonny,
Convertingdl your soundsof woe

Into hey nonny, nonny.

Singnomoreditties Sngnomore,
Of dumpssodull and heavy;
Thefraud of menwasever 0,
Sincesummer firg wasleavy.



Sonnet XXX

Whentothe Sessionsof sweet silent thought

| summon up remembrance of thingspast,

| sghthelack of many athing | sought,

Andwith old woesnew wail my dear time’ swaste:
Then can| drown an eye, unused to flow

For preciousfriendshidin desth’ sdatelessnight,
Andweep afreshlove slong since cancelled woe,
And moan the expense of many avanished sight.
Thencan| grieveat grievancesforegone,

And heavily fromwoetowoetdl o' er

The sad account of fore-bemoaned moan,

Which | new pay asif not paid before.

But if thewhilel think on thee, dear friend,

All lossesarerestored, and sorrowsend.

From the Tempest, by William Shakespeare
Ariel,Act I, Scenel

Whileyou heredo snoringlie,
Open-eyed conspiracy
Histimedoth take.

If of lifeyou keep acare,
Shake off dumber, and beware:
Awake, awvake!



Come away, come away, death

Words by William Shakespeare Music by Peter Croton
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Sigh no more, ladies

Words by William Shakespeare Music by Peter Croton
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Remembrance of things past

Words by William Shakespeare
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Music by Peter Croton
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While you here do snoring lie

Words by William Shakespeare Music by Peter Croton
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Audio CD

"Remembrance of things past

Four settings of texts by
William Shakespeare
for voice and lute
by Peter Croton

TheresiaBothe - voice
Peter Croton - lute

1- Come away, come away, death
2- Sigh no more, ladies

3- Remembrance of things past
4- Whileyou here do snoring lie

Tracks 1 & 2 appear onthe CD "Love songs from five centuries’
CRC 2802, and areincluded by kind permission of Centaur Records.
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