
1 

Prints of Peace Prints of Peace Prints of Peace Prints of Peace  

 Volume 25 Issue 2          February 2021 

 

This year’s Stewardship Financial Campaign is enti-
tled Giving to God the Things that Are God’s. It was 
developed in-house by our Stewardship Committee, 
and was inspired in part by the sermon I preached on 

Harvest Home, October 18, 2020. The campaign is designed to work whether you are currently attending wor-
ship in-person, or participating via online or phone-in worship. I encourage you to participate fully in this cam-
paign, through devotional readings, worship, and a prayerful consideration of your financial giving to the 
church. The rest of this letter is excerpts from my Harvest Home sermon. The gospel reading was Matthew 
22:15-22, in which Jesus says, “Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and give to God the 
things that are God’s.” 

What is it, after all, that we’re supposed to bring to God? Jesus offers an answer to that question in today’s gos-
pel. He said to the Pharisees, “Give to God the things that are God’s.” 

So, the question is, what things belong to God? Well, Jesus asked the Pharisees whose image was on the coin, 
and they said, “The emperor.” So if the things that bear the emperor’s image belong to the emperor, then the 
things that bear God’s image belong to God, right? 

And what bears God’s image? Genesis chapter 1 says, “God created humankind in his image, in the image of 
God he created them.” 

So we are to give to God the things that are God’s. The things that bear God’s image. And that’s…you. It’s 
you. Everything you have. Everything you do. Everything you are. You are God’s harvest. You are the harvest 
God is bringing in. That’s what God wants you to present him with. Yourself. 

But what does that mean? Coming to worship? Giving God one hour a week on a Sunday morning, or whenev-
er it is you’re watching this? Well, yes, it does mean that, and also so much more. 

I pray in the morning for the day ahead of me. I think about all the meetings, appointments, and so forth I have, 
and I ask God to bless each of them. What if instead of asking God to bless my meetings, to bless my appoint-
ments, to bless these things that are mine – what if I offered those things to God? What if I stopped thinking of 
them as my meetings and appointments, and instead saw them as belonging to God? What if instead of praying, 
“God, please bless the sermon that I preach today,” as I do every week, what if instead I prayed, “God, this ser-
mon I will be delivering is yours. It belongs to you. My words and my lips belong to you. My thoughts and my 
typing belong to you. Thank you for enabling me to write it. Enable me to preach it.” 

And perhaps we’re not called to give 10% of our money to God, or even 20%. Perhaps the amount of money 
God wants us to give is 100%. One hundred percent of our money. Not to the church. But to God. Perhaps part 
of that 100% includes the church. And part of that 100% includes paying the bills that we need to in order to 
survive. And part of that incudes things we enjoy. Part of that includes taking care of those we love, and part of 
that includes taking care of ourselves in the future, through saving and investments. Perhaps everything we al-
ready spend money on would stay the same, but what would it look like if we saw it all as a way to give to 
God? 
 

When we start to see everything we have, and everything we are, and everything we do as a gift from God, then 
we see opportunities all around us to give of ourselves. To give back to God that which is God’s. 
 

In Christ, 
 
 

Rev. Michael J. Scholtes 
 

P.S. Many thanks to the congregation for your generous Christmas gift! 
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Please keep these people in prayer on 

the anniversary of their birth 
Brandy Hoff, February 3 
Sandra Butler, February 4 
Richard Newhard, February 6 
Richard Reinhart, February 6 
Larry Stauffer, February 7 
Ryan Gillow, February 7 
Keith Heard, February 10 
Raymond Flyte, Iii, February 10 
Emily Brands, February 11 
Brenda Hughes, February 14 
Cathy Steinmetz, February 15 
Victoria Poliskiewicz, February 15 
Shirley Krauss, February 17 
Alan Manicke, February 17 
Linda Kessler, February 18 
Bridget Reto, February 19 
Donna Golden, February 19 
Kathleen Ott, February 20 
June Jones, February 22 
Jill Hill, February 24 
Doris Thomas, February 26 
Michele Harrison, February 26 
Traci Rumsey, February 28 
Carmelo Blount, February 28 
Lauren Harrison, February 28 
Quincy Miller, February 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In-person (9:45 on Sundays) 

All in-person worship services will include many alterations 

to mitigate the spread of COVID-19, including (but not lim-

ited to) altered seating arrangements, the wearing of masks, 

no singing, and so forth. If you are not feeling well, please do 

not attend. 

 

Online 

At some point each Sunday afternoon, the service from that 

morning will be available online at our webpage: popban-

gor.org/video-worship.  

 

Facebook 

Like us at Facebook (facebook.com/popbangor), and you can 

view the same online worship services there. 

 

Telephone 

Call the toll free number 1-877-POP-2-POP (877-767-2767) 

anytime to hear the audio of our most recent online worship 

service.  

ARE YOU GETTING PASTORMAIL? 
 

Pastor Scholtes sends out emails to the congre-
gation almost every day. These PastorMails 
contain information about upcoming events, 
about recent decisions made in the church, and 
generally help to keep us all connected. If you 
are not receiving them, please send him a note 
at pastorMJS@gmail.com to get added to the 
list. 

2020 Giving Statements 
 
POP would like to take this time to express the many thanks 
and appreciation to all who have supported our congregation, 
in our good times and our more trying times in 2020. 
 
We will be preparing 2020 giving statements when requested. 
Please call Mary O’Meally at 610-708-0003 to request your 
statement. This year safety is paramount, so we will be mail-
ing your statement. 

RECENT PASTORAL ACTS 
 
Funeral:   Virgil C. Kasebier, Sr.  
                 (December 23) 
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Giving to God 

the things that 

are God’s 

“But me, who am I, and who 
are these my people that we 
should presume to be giving 

something to you? Every-
thing comes from you; all 
we’re doing is giving back 

what we’ve been given from  
your generous hand.”      

          
 -1 Chronicles 29: 14 

We are in the middle of our annual campaign. We hope you have received a special mailing and are enjoying 
the gifts of devotionals, a poem and even a copy of the above logo to color or anyway you decide.  If you 
would like copies of the above-mentioned gifts, get in touch with Georgia. There will be another mailing in a 
week asking you to consider increasing your giving. There is another gift too!  We will have an update In 
March on the progress of commitments made.  Let’s continue to give to God and receive His blessings! 
 

Thanks! 
Thank you for your continued support to the ministries of the church.  Last year we saw giving come in by 
envelopes, mail and the various eGiving options we offer.  Just a reminder for 2021. You’ll find that ONLINE 
GIVING ON OUR WEBSITE, TEXT AND MOBILE are secure, fast and easy to use. You have the choice of 
using your checking or savings account, debit/credit cards. You can choose when to give monthly, weekly, bi-
weekly, annually or once.  You may also consider making an additional gift from the recent government stim-
ulus payments. 
 
On the following page is information from the ELCA on how your mission support giving is helping to do 
God’s work in the world.  So much is happening to make a difference in the lives of others, growing leaders 
and renewing congregations.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact Georgia Suranofsky at 610-703-0638 or email her at  
georgiasuranofsky@hotmail.com. 

Looking for a project?   
 

This has been a difficult time for all of us, having to stay home and quarantine, and I'm sure like 
me you are looking for projects to keep busy.  Well, I may have one for you.  A few of us have 
been knitting/crocheting "seafarer" hats for the seamen that stay at the Seafarers International 
House in Manhattan.  This was a project many of us participated in several years ago and was 
very successful.  If this is something you would like to do, and you need yarn and the pattern 
please contact me at 610-708-0003.  As always Social Ministry thanks you for your continued 
support of our ministries.  -Mary O'Meally  

Thanks to all who participated in Sunday's 50th Anniversary Planning meeting on 
Sunday, January 17th. We now have an Anniversary Task Force dedicated to plan-
ning events, displays, and more for next year. The Task Force includes Denny 
Horn, Jackie Horn, Connie Itterly, John Martocci, and Brenda Stauffer. Please 
contact any of them if you have ideas or questions.  
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 He who is generous will be blessed.  For he gives 

some of his food to the poor.  -Proverbs 22:9  

 

We are a blessed congregation!  After buying Christmas gifts for 
PUMP through an action team from Thrivent, we had money left 
over.  It was decided we would use the money to buy food for 
PUMP.  On Friday, January 8th, along with Georgia and John 
Suranofsky, and Brooks Baker,  we picked up from Weis the 
following items:  200 lbs. of flour and sugar, pancake mix, cake 
mix, frosting and vegetable oil.  These are items that are needed 
and rarely donated to the food pantry. We have been informed 
that they are also in need of:  brownie mixes, and condiments, 
ie:  mayo, ketchup and mustard.  This was a large donation but 
please don't let it stop you from bringing in "your" donation, it's 
your weekly donation that continues to stock the food pan-
try.  Social Ministry thanks you for your continued support of 
this much needed ministry.  Questions:  see Mary O'Meally 

P.P.P.P.    

U.U.U.U.    

M.M.M.M.    

P.P.P.P.    

WEIS Market Gift Card/Receipt Program: 

 
Many thanks to all that support our WEIS/MR.Z program.   While we always strive to 
have the Weis cards available for purchase, we are continually collecting Weis receipts.  
We are having a cut off right now for receipts from the Bangor store by the end off Janu-
ary. So, please get your receipts to us so it can be included in the current count.  Please 
remember we can not use the receipts where our gift cards were used to purchase items.  

Thank you for the kind words, well wishes, emails, 
phone calls, cards and gifts from individuals and 

from  the congregation for Christmas. 
 

Thank you for being so gracious to me!   
Your kindness is very much appreciated! 

 
Thank you so much!  -Annette Buss 
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The holy season of Lent begins this year on Wednesday, February 17, and culminates on Easter Sunday, April 

4. Our Lenten worship will be different this year, as we are making some adjustments due to the ongoing 

COVID pandemic. Here is the current schedule, but please understand that further adjustments may be neces-

sary depending on conditions: 

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17: We will have two in-person services on Ash Wednesday, at 1:00 pm 

and 7:00 pm. There will not be a luncheon this year. Ashes will be administered in an altered way. Holy Com-

munion will be served. The 1:00 pm service will be recorded and shared online that day. If you intend to 

watch (or listen) at home, you are invited to pick up a small container of ashes at the church ahead of 

time, and administer the ashes yourself at the appropriate moment. These ashes should be available by 

Sunday, February 14 at the latest. 

MIDWEEK LENT: This year’s midweek Lenten worship will be offered online only. Each week, Martin 

and Pastor Scholtes will offer a brief service. The theme this year is The Promises of God. Watch for more 

information in PastorMail. 

HOLY WEEK: Our Holy Week schedule will be changed this year. Normally, we have worship on Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. This year, there will only be one weekday service, on Friday, 

April 2 at 7:00 pm. This service will include elements of both Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. This ser-

vice will be recorded and shared online as well. 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 4: Our 6:00 am Easter Vigil service will be held entirely outdoors, in the 

grove. The good news about this is that we now have an outdoor heater, and that should make it comfortable! 

There will also be an indoor service at our regular time of 9:45 am. The 9:45 am service will be recorded and 

shared online, and hopefully the 6:00 Easter Vigil as well.  

Highlights from the January Council Meeting: 
 

Committee liaisons were assigned for 2021: 
 
Faith Education for All – Ben Manicke and Dave Karner 
Social Ministry – Marlene Stana 
Finance – Connie Itterly 
Stewardship – Scott Schipps 
Fun and Fellowship – Luke Hoff 
 

• We discussed a bit about the upcoming 50th Anniversary, and highlighted the special congregational  
       brainstorming meeting on January 17. 

• Our treasurer reported that we ended 2020 in the black financially! 

Technology/Communications – Bruce Antonioli 
Health and Wellness – Chip Harrison  
Worship and Music – Kathy Williams 
Property – Denny Horn   
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4TH SUN. AFTER EPIPHANY 

(1/31) 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 

Monday, February 1 Psalm 35:1-10; Numbers 22:1-21; Acts 21:17-26 

Tuesday, February 2 Psalm 35:1-10; Numbers 22:22-28; 1 Corinthians 7:32-40 

Wednesday, February 3 Psalm 35:1-10; Jeremiah 29:1-14; Mark 5:1-20 

Thursday, February 4 Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; Proverbs 12:10-21; Galatians 5:2-15 

Friday, February 5 Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; Job 36:1-23; 1 Corinthians 9:1-16 

Saturday, February 6 Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; Isaiah 46:1-13; Matthew 12:9-14 

5TH SUN. AFTER EPIPHANY 

(2/7) 
Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Corinth. 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 

Monday, February 8 Psalm 102:12-28; 2 Kings 4:8-17, 32-37; Acts 14:1-7 

Tuesday, February 9 Psalm 102:12-28; 2 Kings 8:1-6; Acts 15:36-41 

Wednesday, February 10 Psalm 102:12-28; Job 6:1-13; Mark 3:7-12 

Thursday, February 11 Psalm 50:1-6; 1 Kings 11:26-40; 2 Corinthians 2:12-17 

Friday, February 12 Psalm 50:1-6; 1 Kings 14:1-18; 1 Timothy 1:12-20 

Saturday, February 13 Psalm 50:1-6; 1 Kings 16:1-7; Luke 19:41-44 

TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR 

LORD (2/14) 
2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

Monday, February 15 Psalm 110:1-4; Exodus 19:7-25; Hebrews 2:1-4 

Tuesday, February 16 Psalm 110:1-4; Job 19:23-27; 1 Timothy 3:14-16 

ASH WEDNESDAY (2/17) Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51:1-17; 
2 Corinthians 5:20—6:10; Matt. 6:1-6, 16-21 

Thursday, February 18 Psalm 25:1-10; Daniel 9:1-14; 1 John 1:3-10 

Friday, February 19 Psalm 25:1-10; Daniel 9:15-25a; 2 Timothy 4:1-5 

Saturday, February 20 Psalm 25:1-10; Psalm 32; Matthew 9:2-13 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT (2/21) Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

Monday, February 22 Psalm 77; Job 4:1-21; Ephesians 2:1-10 

Tuesday, February 23 Psalm 77; Job 5:8-27; 1 Peter 3:8-18a 

Wednesday, February 24 Psalm 77; Proverbs 30:1-9; Matthew 4:1-11 

Thursday, February 25 Psalm 22:23-31; Genesis 15:1-6, 12-18; Romans 3:21-31 

Friday, February 26 Psalm 22:23-31; Genesis 16:1-6; Romans 4:1-12 

Saturday, February 27 Psalm 22:23-31; Genesis 16:7-15; Mark 8:27-30 

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

(2/28) 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 

Monday, March 1 Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45; Genesis 21:1-7; Hebrews 1:8-12 

Tuesday, March 2 Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45; Genesis 22:1-19; Hebrews 11:1-3, 13-19 

Wednesday, March 3 Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45; Jeremiah 30:12-22; John 12:36-43 

Thursday, March 4 Psalm 19; Exodus 19:1-9a; 1 Peter 2:4-10 

Friday, March 5 Psalm 19; Exodus 19:9b-15; Acts 7:30-40 

Saturday, March 6 Psalm 19; Exodus 19:16-25; Mark 9:2-8 
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 Let’s show them our appreciation!Let’s show them our appreciation!Let’s show them our appreciation!Let’s show them our appreciation!    

We are all grateful for the amazing job health care workers have been doing during 
the pandemic. We talked with our Parish Nurse, Justine Cesari, about how we 
might bring a little joy to her team at Kindred at Home with their demanding 
schedules. She told us that they are deployed to homes of patients and they only 
come to the office to get supplies. She has a room 
set up for them with “goodies” to grab-n-go. Below 
are the items we would like to supply and how to 
do it. 

 Mary O’Meally will also be making “Prayer 
Clothes” for them. 

1. Bring adult type individually wrapped snack items (granola and protein 
bars, pretzels, crackers)  to the church and place them in the receptacle 
marked “ Caring for healthcare workers” underneath the coat rack. 

2. Place a cash donation in the container marked “Caring for healthcare 
workers” by the entrance to the  sanctuary.  

3. Mail your check to the church or use one of our e-giving options to make a donation. Please indicate that 
it is for ”Caring for healthcare workers”. 

If you have any questions, please contact Georgia Suranofsky at georgiasuranofsky@hotmail.com or Con-
nie Itterly at tcbpai@gmail.com.  Thank you in advance for living our purpose statement to “Seek and serve 
Christ in all people.” -  Thanks! Prince of Peace Health and Wellness Committee 

Lent: A Season of Hope 2021 
For our neighbors around the world Lent is hope that only Jesus can bring.  During Lent, let's 
put God's love into action by making Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits.  The loss and 
uncertainty of COVID-19  hit our poorest neighbors around the world hard.  Social Ministry is 
asking you to be the hands and feet of Christ for our "neighbors" by engaging in this project 
during our Lenten journey this year.  This project will start on Sunday, February 21 and 
end  Sunday, March 31st.  Each week a specific item will be collected, ie:  week 1:  bars of 
soap; week 2; bath towel (52 x 27, dark color); week 3: toothbrushes; week 4: combs; week 5: 

nail clippers.  There will be a white laundry basket in the Narthex for your donations.  We are also asking 
for monetary donations to ship the kits to the LWR Warehouse in Maryland.  If you would like to partici-
pate in this project, but don't feel comfortable shopping,  I will be happy to shop for you.  You may give 
me the money, you can also place your donation in the bucket provided.  Thank you for your willingness 
to participate in this ministry.  Questions:  see Mary O'Meally or Sherry Hock.  "How wonderful it is that 
nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world."  -Anne Frank  

If you come to the front door of the church right now, you'll see two orange cones 
there. They stand at spots where the sidewalk is currently uneven, and they're 
calling you to caution to prevent trips. The reason for the uneven pavement is set-
tling from the major electrical work we had done a few years ago, when a portion 
of the sidewalk was temporarily removed to make way for a conduit. Property 
Committee is working on a long-term solution, but for now, please use caution.  
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Date: Greeter Lay Reader Assisting Minister Usher Power  Point 

Sunday,  

February 7 

Brenda Hughes, 

Sue Reinhart 

Janet Martocci Marlene Stana Georgia and John  

Suranofsky, 

Brooks Baker,  

Kale Baker 

Jim Jennings 

Sunday,  

February 14 

 

Kale Baker, 

Brooks Baker 

Georgia  

Suranofsky 

Laraine Brands Connie Itterly,  

Brenda Hughes,   

Sue Reinhart, 

Diane Hahn 

Kim  Jennings 

Sunday,  

February 21 

Diane Hahn,  

Vivian Fahr 

April Miller Connie Itterly Georgia and John  

Suranofsky, 

Sue Reinhart, 

Brooks Baker 

Tina Johns 

Sunday, 

February 28 

Georgia and John 

Suranofsky 

Kale Baker April Miller Connie Itterly,  

Brenda Hughes,  

Sue Reinhart,  

Kale Baker 

Antonioli  

Family 

Sunday,  

March 7 

Brenda Hughes, 

Connie Itterly 

Sherry Hock Kale Baker Brooks Baker,  

Diane Hahn,  

Georgia and John  

Suranofsky 

 

Kim Jennings 

If you are unable to fulfill an assignment, please find someone to take your place and let Pastor Scholtes 

know of the change as soon as possible.  For last minute changes be sure to leave the message on  

Pastor Scholtes’ voice mail (610-588-2355) or email him at PastorMJS@gmail.com.   

The Altar Flower Procedure Has Changed 
 

From the Worship and Music Committee and the Finance Committee:  There is a change for 
2021 concerning payments for the altar flowers. When you sign-up to sponsor altar flowers for 
worship, you must contact JC Bloom to place your order.   At the time of your order, please 
make your payment directly to the florist for the altar flowers for the week of your choice.  You 
may also spend more for your arrangements if you wish.  POP will no longer be the go-between 
of the congregant sponsor and the florist for ordering and payment.  If there is a week that no 
altar flowers are ordered and paid for, we will use our silk arrangements as a fill in.   
 

Lori Heitzman will still be providing the sign-up chart on the bulletin board by the church of-
fices and follow up with you.  When we resume announcement folders, your sponsorship and 
dedication will be noted in the announcement folders.   
 

Those providing altar flowers will have the option of taking home the altar flowers after the 
service or donating them to shut-ins (one or both vase). 
 
Your understanding regarding this update is greatly appreciated.  If you have any questions, please contact  
Jackie Horn. 

Support Prince of Peace when you shop at Amazon! 

I would like to let the congregation know how easy it is to help support POP when Amazon 
shopping. When you go to Amazon and log in, in the search box, type Amazon Smile. There 
is a spot that says you ship, Amazon Smile donates. Click on this box and follow the instruc-
tions. When you are prompted, search for Prince of Peace, Bangor. It is that simple! Since I 
signed up in mid December, I have raised $2.24. I know that doesn't sound like much, but im-
agine where we would be if all Amazon shoppers in our congregation supported this program!  
Any questions, please let me know.  -Connie Itterly at 610-554-238, tcbpai@gmail.com 



13 



14 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

2445 Lake Minsi Drive (Johnsonville)                               
Bangor, Pennsylvania  18013 
Office Phone:  610-588-2355                                                                                       

 

Web-site:  www.popbangor.org 

Webmaster:  Isaak Griggs—isaakgriggs@gmail.com 
-------------------------------------------------- 

Worship and Holy Communion Schedule: 

Sundays at 9:45 a.m.  — See Page 2 for details! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

• Pastor:  Rev. Michael J. Scholtes  610-588-2314,  

       PastorMJS@gmail.com                                    

• Organist/Music Leader:  Martin Yazdzik 

• Treasurer: Joyce Weishaupt                                           

• Financial Secretary:  Mary O’Meally                           

• Sexton:  Brittnee Brown  

• Parish Nurse: Justine Cesari, 610-730-7895,  

      cesarijustine1080@gmail.com 

• Church Secretary:  Annette Buss 

Church Secretary’s Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday 9am–Noon   Thursday:  1 to 4 pm 
Church Secretary’s email:  poplcbangor@gmail.com 
  

Church Council Members: 

Georgia Suranofsky - President     Dennis Horn  
Marlene Stana -Vice President           Luke Hoff                           
Connie Itterly- Secretary                     Scott Schipps  
Dave Karner    Kathy Williams  
Traci Rumsey                                      Chip Harrison  
Benjamin Manicke-Youth Rep.   Bruce Antonioli 
Pastor Michael Scholtes  
 

Would you like to place an article in 
the monthly newsletter?  Highlight 
your ministry?  Post a Thank you?                                

Make an announcement? 
 

 

EARLY SUBMISSIONS ARE  

APPRECIATED!   
 

Deadline date for the  

March 2021 Newsletter is: 
 

Tuesday, February 9th 
 

You may email your submissions to  

poplcbangor@gmail.com 

Or give a handwritten items to  

Annette Buss  
 

**Items received  

after the deadline  

will go into the next 

month’s newsletter.** 

Publication’s title & number:                                            

PRINTS OF PEACE 

Statement of frequency                                          
Published Monthly:  12 issues 

January, February, March, April, May,                
June, July, August, September,                
October, November, December 

 Authorized Organization’s           
Name and Address:                                 
PRINCE OF PEACE  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2445 LAKE MINSI DRIVE                                        
BANGOR,  PA  18013-5418 

       OUR  PURPOSE  STATEMENT 

We, the people of Prince of Peace Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church, will actively seek and 

serve Christ in all people. 



15 



16 


