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Boo! It’s the spooky season, as Halloween decorations are all over the stores. The air is getting cooler, the trees 
are starting to change, the days are growing shorter.  At the end of this month, kids all over will put on their best 
costumes and walk around town and receive copious amounts of sugar. Halloween is the spooky season, and 
sometimes perhaps the scary season. 

As grown-ups, most of us aren’t scared of ghosts or goblins, black cats or witches. But there are things we do 
fear.  Among the biggest things we fear are change and the unknown.  

And that’s exactly where we find ourselves right now.  We have emerged from the COVID-19 pandemic to find 
a world that has changed, a world that continues to change. A world that contains so many unknowns. Even our 
churches are not exempt from this; the future of the church is not clear. But one thing is clear: just like the world 
around us, the church of the future will not look like the church of the past. And that’s okay. 

On October 31, when kids around the world will be celebrating Halloween, Lutherans will also be recognizing 
the day as Reformation Day, commemorating the day that Martin Luther began the Protestant Reformation. (At 
Prince of Peace, we recognize this each year on the last Sunday of October.)  Reformation Day is a day to 
remember that the church is always reforming.  The church is always changing.  And no wonder: the lifeblood 
of the church is the Holy Spirit. And the Holy Spirit is always, always, always changing and flowing and 
energizing and rebuilding and driving us ever onward and upward.  The Holy Spirit is rebuilding us right now 
into the church of 2024.  We don’t know what that will look like!   But we can trust God that it is good.  

In October, we are celebrating the newness of the Holy Spirit in a few ways. On October 15, our Task Force will 
host an informational meeting to describe for you the vision we have of going into 2024 as a more sustainable 
congregation. That same day, October 15, will be Harvest Home, and “Bring a Friend Sunday,” a day to 
celebrate the newness of the harvest of love that God brings in anew each day. And on October 29, we will 
celebrate the confirmations of five of our young people: Izzy Baker, Emma Confalone, Sarah Harrison, Allison 
Manicke, and Alex Scholtes. These five have been such a blessing in the past few years, and we have high hopes 
for their future as part of the church.  All these things celebrate change and reform that are coming to our 
congregation. I hope you can join us for these events, and for weekly worship. 

Change is scary, but it doesn’t have to be. Change can be good if we trust that God is there with us through it. 
Someone once gave me a decoration for my office that I look at every day. It says: I Don’t Know What 

Tomorrow Holds, But I Know Who Holds Tomorrow.  That’s a good description of what it is to live in a time of 
change.  God is holding tomorrow, and that’s a promise we can trust.  

Now go enjoy some Halloween candy!  

 

Rev. Michael J. Scholtes 

Prints of PeacePrints of PeacePrints of PeacePrints of Peace    
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Your Generosity in Action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: Greeters Lay 
Reader 

Assisting 
Minister 

Ushers Power Point 
and 

Camera 

Acolyte Offering 
Counters 

Oct. 1 Brooks Baker, 
Sue Reinhart 

Sara 
Godshalk 

April 
Miller 

Brenda Hughes, 
Traci Rumsey 

John Martocci Isabel 
Baker 

Jim Jennings, 
Brenda Hughes 

Oct. 8 Vivian Fahr, 
Traci Rumsey 

April 
Miller 

Kale Baker Bob Gist,  
Connie Itterly 

Jim Jennings Alex 
Scholtes 

Jackie Horn, 
Bob Gist 

Oct. 15 Sara Godshalk, 
Brenda Hughes 

Brooks 
Baker 

Marlene 
Stana  

Kale Baker,  
Sue Reinhart 

Kim Jennings Landon 
Horn 

Jim Jennings, 
Kathy Williams 

Oct. 22 Sherk and June 
Jones 

Kim 
Jennings 

Tina Johns Brenda Hughes, 
Sara Godshalk 

Tara Flyte Alex 
Scholtes 

Jackie Horn,  
Tina Johns 

Oct. 29 Georgia and 
John Suranofsky 

Janet 
Martocci 

Laraine 
Brands 

Sherk and June 
Jones 

Tina Johns Alex 
Scholtes 

Jim Jennings, 
John Suranofsky 

Nov. 5 Kale Baker, 
Brooks Baker 

Georgia 
Suranofsky 

Bob 
Schuette 

Marlene and 
Butch Stana 

Cathy Mullen Isabel 
Baker 

Jackie Horn, 
Connie Itterly 

Communion Assistants: 
October 1:  Laraine Brands, Tina Johns 
October 8:  Marlene Stana, Diane Hahn 
October 15:   Jim Jennings, Tina Johns 
October 22:  Connie Itterly, Laraine Brands 
October 29:  Brooks Baker, Marlene Stana 
November 5:  April Miller, Tina Johns 
 
Altar Guild October: Cathy Mullen & Phyllis Bisher  
Altar Guild November:  Janet Martocci & Susan Reinhart 
    

Thank you for your willingness to serve!!  If 

you are unable to fulfill an assignment, please 

find someone to take your place and let 

Pastor Scholtes know of the change as soon 

as possible.  For last minute changes be sure 

to leave the message on Pastor Scholtes’ 

voice mail (610-588-2355 or email him at 

PastorMJS@gmail.com. 

Weis Grocery Receipts: 
Thank you to all who save their Weis receipts  

for Prince of Peace!   
Keep those grocery receipts coming!  Please note we can 
only use slips from the Blue Valley store and we cannot use 
receipts for gift cards, milk, tobacco, sales tax, alcohol and 
pharmacy items.  These items are deducted from the slips. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
                              —Janet Martocci       
  

RECENT PASTORAL ACTS 
Baptism: Halo Alaiya Buzzone, 

September 17 
 
Funeral: Larry D. Smith,  
 September 15 

SEPTEMBER COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

• There will be upcoming information on some fund 

raising to help the Schuette family replace their 

bridge. 

• Annual Congregation Meeting, Sunday, November 
19th following worship service. 

WORSHIP WITH US 
 

On-site (9:45 on Sundays) 

Note:  Weather permitting, we will worship 

outside in our grove on the first Sunday of 

October. 

 

Online / Facebook / Telephone 

Watch our worship each week at our website 

(popbangor.org/video-worship). Or watch it on 

our Facebook page (facebook.com/popbangor). 

You can also call in to hear our worship each 

week at 877-POP-2-POP (877-767-2767).  

New videos and audio files will be added each 

Monday.  
 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDATE: 
Mrs. Eleanor Hill, 569 Teels Road, 

 Pen Arygl, PA  18072 
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Thank you once again for your generosity for our God’s Work. Our Hands. project!   50 bottles of shampoo and 

conditioner along with over 50 bars of soap collected were taken to the Synod Office to be packaged with other 

items into hygiene kits for Lutheran Disaster Response needs. These kits help others who have experienced 

being part of a natural disaster or other emergencies. Providing the necessities helps while the recovery teams 

assess the damage. They respond by rebuilding homes, replacing lost household items, and providing emotional 

and spiritual care to survivors. We do not know where our donations will be sent, but we know we are doing 

God’s work with our hands. 

Several members of our congregation traveled to the Synod to help pack the kits. 2 different assembly lines 

were filled with volunteers. One-line assembled household cleaning supplies and another line assembled 

hygiene supplies.  We learned more about how and where the kits will be distributed. –Georgia Suranofsky  

 

 

The Joyful Noise collection from 

Generosity Sunday, August 27th 

totaled $246.00.  

Thank you for your continued 

support. The bucket is always on 

the counter in the narthex for 

donations at any time! 

 

Our congregation has collected, assembled, and shipped kits for the Layette Shower and  
personal care kits over the years for Lutheran Disaster Response.  To learn more, take a minute  

and visit https://www.elca.org/Resources/Lutheran-Disaster-Response 
 

Social Ministry News: 

Social Ministry does not have any projects planned for the last quarter of the year.  Please continue to bring 

in food items for PUMP, especially pasta, and mac & cheese.   Thanksgiving food items (mashed potatoes, 

gravy, cranberry sauce) are requested along with pasta, and mac & cheese.  We also ask that you support the 

Christmas card ministry for our military, if you need cards see Holly Blakeslee. On the outside of the 

envelope write "American Soldier."    Last but not least, Christmas gifts for PUMP in December.  Social 

Ministry thanks you for your generous and continued support of our ministries and projects throughout the 

year.  –Mary O’Meally 
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  TASK FORCE NEWS 
In September’s newsletter, the Task Force shared with you an overview of our plan to cut our budget deficit 
by $27,000 in 2024. We’d like to take an opportunity this month to explain the plan in more detail. (Eagle-
eyed readers will notice that a few of the numbers below are not the same as in the September newsletter. 
That’s because this is still a work-in-progress, and we’re still fine-tuning it. The total still adds up to be more 
than enough to offset the budget by the necessary amount.) Here are the changes we are suggesting: 
 
Postage (Projected savings of $500). This is a fairly easy one. We send this newsletter out by email to some 
people, and via the US Postal Service to others. We are trying to reach out to many of the people receiving 
via US mail and try to see if they would be willing to receive via email, or to pick up their printed newsletter 
at the church.  
 
Insurance (Savings of $1,300). This one is already done! We have changed insurance carriers, which has 
resulted in better coverage for a cheaper price. 
 
Mission Support (Projected savings of $3,000 – changed from September). “Mission Support” is the 
name for the money that we send to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and to the Northeastern PA 
Synod. (It used to be called “Benevolence.”) For several years, Prince of Peace has committed to giving 10% 
of all offering income to Mission Support. This has made us one of the strongest churches in Mission Support 
in the synod, which is something to be proud of. Our recommendation is to reduce our giving from 10% of 
receipts to 7.5% of receipts. We felt that it was important to still give generously, but this change will help 
with our budgetary concerns. One important note is that this is still connected directly to our own offering 
receipts, so if we have a very good year, we will share that good harvest with Mission Support. (And 
conversely, if our year is not so good, our giving will go down proportionally.) 
 
Promoting Weis cards after church (Estimated income of $1,600 – changed from September). For many 
years, we have had Weis gift cards available for purchase. Prince of Peace purchases them in bulk from Weis 
markets, and they give us a 5% discount. We then sell them to congregation members at face value, and thus 
make 5% on each purchase. The trouble is, we haven’t been good at promoting this. (You might not have 
even known this was an option!) That’s going to change – soon, you will see someone in the narthex after 
worship every week selling these cards. If you shop at Weis, please consider supporting POP in this way – it 
costs you nothing. We are grateful to Weis Markets for their generosity. 
 
Advertise building rentals (Estimated income of $1,000). We rent out our Fellowship Hall to congregation 
and community members for showers, parties, and other functions. We feel there is room to grow in this, and 
plan to advertise and promote rentals, so that this becomes a stronger source of income. 
 
Jacktown Stand (Estimated income of $1,800 – changed from September). We have the opportunity to 
work the food stand at Jacktown three times a year. If we can get a group of POP members to staff this, 
Jacktown will share a portion of the proceeds with the church. This will take a commitment of time on the 
part of many people in order to materialize. 
 
Assorted expense budget corrections (estimated budget change of $3000 – added from September). We 
have looked at our budget and made corrections to several expense lines which have been consistently over-
budgeted for several years. This will not entail a change in our operating procedures – it’s simply a way to 
make the budget more accurately reflect the reality. 
 
Increase Giving (Estimated increase of $10,000). When the Task Force did a study of our offering income, 
it became clear to us that there is potential for growth in our regular giving, which is currently at about 
$185,000 per year. We felt that an increase of $10,000 was a manageable goal for 2024. In order to help us 
achieve this, some members of the Task Force are working closely with the Stewardship Committee to plan a 
Stewardship Campaign to be held in January-February 2024. This will obviously require a commitment on 
the part of members to accomplish this, but we believe that capacity is there.  (Continued on the next page) 
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TASK FORCE NEWS Continued…. 

All of these items will be reflected in the proposed 2024 budget which will be presented for consideration at 

the November 2023 Congregational meeting. We will also be discussing these items at a special 

Informational Meeting to be held after worship on Sunday, October 15. Please plan to attend this 
important informational meeting to hear more, and to have your questions addressed.  
 
Please speak to any member of the Task Force if you have questions or concerns. (This includes all members 

of council, plus Brooks Baker, Chip Harrison, Jim Jennings, and Brenda Stauffer.) 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
RECOMMENDED ENDOWMENT SUBFUNDS FOR 2024 

Early each year, 5% of the year end value of our Endowment Fund, plus 20% of the dollar value of all cash 

gifts made to the fund during the prior calendar year, is disbursed from the Endowment Fund into Subfunds. 

These subfunds are used for particular purposes to enrich the ministry and/or property of the congregation.  

These subfunds are voted on at the Annual Congregational Meeting in November. Congregation Council 

makes motions to approve the adoption of recommended subfunds, and the congregation must approve them at 

the meeting. Any money not allocated into a subfund automatically goes into the Unbudgeted Property 

Expense Fund. 
Here are this year’s recommendations from congregation council. We will vote on these at the Annual 

Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 19, 2023. 
 

1. Create a “Wider Church Subfund” (3% of total disbursement). Monies from this fund would be 
used to provide registration, travel, housing, and other expenses for members of Prince of Peace 

(including the pastor) attending events sponsored by the wider church (i.e. the ELCA and/or the 

Northeastern PA Synod). The recommended amount for 2024 is small and is intended to cover the 

costs of Synod Assembly. In future years, this subfund could be grown to also cover other events. 
 

2. Create a “Mr. Fix It Subfund” (5% of total disbursement). Monies from this fund would be 
available for use by the Mr. Fix It Team for any necessary startup costs, or occasional needs. 

Depending on use of the fund, it might not need to be added to in future years. 
 

3. Continue to fund the “Outdoor Enhancements Fund,” created in 2022 (5% of total disbursement). 
 

4. Continue to fund the “Office Technology Fund,” created in 2022 (25% of total disbursement). 
 

5. The remaining 62% to go to the Unbudgeted Property Expense Fund. 
 
POPS (Prince of Peace Seekers) gathering continues in October. 

We meet for a time of spiritual growth, discussion, and fellowship. 

We have some topics planned to spark your spiritual imagination! 

For six weeks, starting October 5, Pastor Scholtes will lead us in a 

form of Bible study called “Dwelling in the Word.” We will read a 

passage of scripture, and “dwell” with it for an hour or so, listening 

to what God might be saying to us through it, and listening to what 

God may be is  saying  to others. Please bring your Bible. 

If you have any questions, please contact Karen Karner 

or Janet Martocci.  

POP's Treasures Boutique will 
be open on the following dates: 

Oct. 13 & 14; Nov. 10 & 11;  
and Dec. 8 & 9. 

Hours:  Fridays 10 a.m. -2 p.m., 
Saturdays 9 a.m.  – Noon. 
Committee members: Valerie 

Kessler, Mary O'Meally, Jackie Horn 
 

Fall Rummage Sale Date: 
The Rummage Sale will be held on 

Friday, November 10th from 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. and Saturday, November 

11th from 9 a.m. to Noon.   
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Please keep these people in prayer on the 

anniversary of their birth! 

Paul Kuhs, III, October 2 
Kimberley Jennings, October 3 
Vivian Fahr, October 5 
Lewis Lambert, October 6 
Kristine Vanderpool, October 8 
Tara Flyte, October 8 
Jennifer Werner, October 8 
Robin Labar, October 9 
William Pensyl, October 9 
Derek Brands, October 10 
Louise Brown, October 11 
Martin Yazdzik, October 12 
Neil Billger, October 14 
Brandon Gillow, October 14 
Cheri Confalone, October 17 
David Reinhart, October 17 
Michelle Woolley, October 17 
Carissa Emery, October 18 
Gordon Pensyl, October 21 
Tarin Wolfe, October 22 
Savanna Poliskiewicz, October 24 
Erinn Stanmets, October 25 
Landon Horn, October 25 
Kathy Kreider, October 28 
Jennifer Phelps, October 29 
Craig Hower, October 30 
 

Proposed Bylaw Change for November 2023 
Congregational Meeting 

Congregation Council is proposing the following 

amendment to our bylaws. This amendment will be voted 

on at the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 

November 19, 2023.  It requires a 2/3 majority vote to pass. 
 

Existing Bylaw B4 (in part): 
Treasurer – The treasurer shall be responsible for the 

books of account of the congregation, and shall see that all 

funds are received and disbursed on proper orders, making 

remittance of mission support to the treasurer of the Synod. 

The treasurer or designee from the Finance Committee shall 

make a written report of all financial transactions to the 

congregation council monthly and to the congregation, 

together with a satisfactory audit, at its annual meeting. All 

financial officers shall give corporate surety, in amounts 

determined by the congregation council, for which the 

premium shall be paid by the congregation. The treasurer 

shall be properly bonded. This bonding requirement can be 

satisfied through the purchase of the appropriate insurance 

coverage for this risk. Many of these duties may be 

delegated to a paid accountant. In the case when the 

congregation has such an accountant, the chair of the 

Finance Committee shall be ex officio elected as treasurer. 

The treasurer shall be exempt from the constitutional 

expectation that “no elected officer shall be eligible to serve 

more than two consecutive terms in the same office” 

(C11.03). 
 

Proposed Bylaw B4 (in part): 
Treasurer – The treasurer shall be responsible for the 

books of account of the congregation, and shall see that all 

funds are received and disbursed on proper orders, making 

remittance of mission support to the treasurer of the Synod. 

The treasurer or designee from the Finance Committee shall 

make a written report of all financial transactions to the 

congregation council monthly and to the congregation, 

together with a satisfactory audit, at its annual meeting. All 

financial officers shall give corporate surety, in amounts 

determined by the congregation council, for which the 

premium shall be paid by the congregation. The treasurer 

shall be properly bonded. This bonding requirement can be 

satisfied through the purchase of the appropriate insurance 

coverage for this risk. The treasurer shall be exempt from 
the constitutional expectation that “no elected officer 
shall be eligible to serve more than two consecutive 
terms in the same office” (C11.03). Many of these duties 
may be delegated to a paid accountant. In the case when 
the congregation has such an accountant, the Finance 
Committee shall be responsible to see that the duties 
assigned to the treasurer are fulfilled.  
 

Sunday Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall 

 Coffee hour will continue after the church 

service in the fall.  Come join us and bring 

someone with you! Coffee hours are hosted 

each week by two or more people.  If you are 

interested in hosting coffee hours, please sign 

up on the sheet on the bulletin board in the 

hallway outside Fellowship Hall. Hosting 

involves setting up coffee and tea and 

supplying baked goods/snacks. Members of 

the Coffee Hour Team are available to help if 

needed: Karen Karner, Janet Martocci, Cathy 

Mullen and Sue Reinhart.  
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  Sunday, October 1 Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; Psalm 25:1-9; Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32 

Monday, October 2 Psalm 28; Judges 14:1-20; Philippians 1:3-14 

Tuesday, October 3 Psalm 28; Judges 16:1-22; Philippians 1:15-21 

Wednesday, October 4 Psalm 28; Judges 16:23-31; Matthew 9:2-8 

  

Thursday, October 5 Psalm 80:7-15; Jeremiah 2:14-22; Colossians 2:16-23 

Friday, October 6 Psalm 80:7-15; Jeremiah 2:23-37; Philippians 2:14-18; 3:1-4a 

Saturday, October 7 Psalm 80:7-15; Jeremiah 6:1-10; John 7:40-52 

Sunday, October 8 Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:7-15; Philippians 3:4-14; Matthew 21:33-46 

Monday, October 9 Psalm 144; Ezekiel 19:10-14; 1 Peter 2:4-10 

Tuesday, October 10 Psalm 144; Isaiah 27:1-6; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

Wednesday, October 11 Psalm 144; Song of Solomon 8:5-14; John 11:45-57 

  

Thursday, October 12 Psalm 23; Isaiah 22:1-8a; 1 Peter 5:1-5, 12-14 

Friday, October 13 Psalm 23; Isaiah 22:8b-14; James 4:4-10 

Saturday, October 14 Psalm 23; Isaiah 24:17-23; Mark 2:18-22 

Sunday, October 15 Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14 

Monday, October 16 Psalm 34; Exodus 19:7-20; Jude 17-25 

Tuesday, October 17 Psalm 34; Amos 9:5-15; Philippians 3:13-4:1 

Wednesday, October 18 Psalm 34; Song of Solomon 7:10-8:4; John 6:25-35 

  

Thursday, October 19 Psalm 96:1-9; Judges 17:1-6; 3 John 9-12 

Friday, October 20 Psalm 96:1-9; Deuteronomy 17:14-20; 1 Peter 5:1-5 

Saturday, October 21 Psalm 96:1-9; Isaiah 14:3-11; Matthew 14:1-12 

Sunday, October 22 Isaiah 45:1-7; Psalm 96:1-9; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22 

Monday, October 23 Psalm 98; Daniel 3:1-18; Revelation 18:1-10, 19-20 

Tuesday, October 24 Psalm 98; Daniel 3:19-30; Revelation 18:21-24 

Wednesday, October 25 Psalm 98; Daniel 6:1-28; Matthew 17:22-27 

  

Thursday, October 26 Psalm 1; Numbers 5:5-10; Titus 1:5-16 

Friday, October 27 Psalm 1; Deuteronomy 9:25-10:5; Titus 2:7-8, 11-15 

Saturday, October 28 Psalm 1; Proverbs 24:23-34; John 5:39-47 

Sunday, October 29 
(REFORMATION) 

Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 46; Romans 3:19-28; John 8:31-36 

Monday, October 30 Psalm 119:41-48; Deuteronomy 6:1-9, 20-25; James 2:8-13 

Tuesday, October 31 Psalm 119:41-48; Deuteronomy 10:10-22; James 2:14-26 

 

Read these on your computer or on your phone! Go to DailyLectio.net, where you can sign up for daily 

emails, or download the app for iPhone or Android! 
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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
2445 Lake Minsi Drive (Johnsonville) 

Bangor, Pennsylvania 18013 
Office Phone:  610-588-2355 

 

Website:  www.popburangor.org 
Online Coordinator:  Heather Scholtes 

lotsofsocks@live.com 
---------------------------------------- 

Worship and Holy Communion Schedule: 
Sundays at 9:45 a.m. – Join us!! 

---------------------- 

• Pastor:  Rev. Michael J. Scholtes 

• home:  610-588-2314  -  PastorMJS@gmail.com 
• Volunteer Pastoral Assist. Larry Rissmiller  

610-588-4669 

• Minister of Music:  Martin Yazdzik 

• Bookkeeper: Joyce Weishaupt                                          

• Financial Secretary:  Mary O’Meally                          

• Custodian:  Brittnee Evans 

• Parish Nurse: Justine Saviet, 610-730-7895,  
•       cesarijustine1080@gmail.com 

• Administrative Assistant:  Annette Buss 

• Admin. Asst’s Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday 9am–Noon    
Thursday:  1 to 4 pm 

Admin. Asst’s email:  poplcbangor@gmail.com 

  

Congregation Council Members: 
Connie Itterly - President  Brenda Hughes  
Traci Rumsey - Vice President Jackie Horn 
Tina Johns  - Secretary  Kerri Miller 
Kale Baker    Dave Karner 
Sara Godshalk    Marlene Stana 
Rev. Michael Scholtes  Kathy Williams  

Would you like to place an article in the 

monthly newsletter?  Highlight your ministry?  

Post a Thank you?   Make an announcement? 
  

  

EARLY SUBMISSIONS ARE  

APPRECIATED!   

November 2023 Newsletter is: 

Tuesday, October 9th at Noon 
  

You may email your submissions to  

poplcbangor@gmail.com 

Or give a handwritten items to  

Annette Buss 
  

  

**Items received  
after the deadline  

will go into next month’s 
newsletter.** 

 

OUR PURPOSE 

STATEMENT 

We, the people of Prince of 

Peace Evangelical  

Lutheran Church,  

will actively seek and serve  

Christ in all people. 
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