
 

 

We acknowledge the Awabakal & Darkinjung people - the traditional custodians of this place 

SUNDAY, 25 January 2026                                                   3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

Dear Parish Family,  
…Come follow me….. 

 

We have begun our journey through the Gospel of Matthew. It is helpful to 
remember that this Gospel was probably written between 80–90 AD and presents 
Jesus as the fulfilment of Jewish prophecy—revealed most fully in his resurrection 
and in his mission to the world. 
 

Scripture scholars say that Matthew’s Gospel is shaped around five major sermons 
of Jesus. The first, which we will hear next weekend, is the well-known Sermon on 
the Mount (chapters 5–7), focusing on Christian living. The second sermon (chapter 
10) gives instructions on how to live out the mission—to preach and to heal the 
world. The third (chapter 13) is a collection of parables explaining the Kingdom of 
God, where all are invited to belong. The fourth sermon (chapter 18) is about life 
within the community of faith—humility, forgiveness, and reconciliation. The fifth 
(chapters 24–25) speaks about the end of time and the call to remain always 
watchful and ready. I would even suggest a sixth sermon, the greatest teaching of 
all: Jesus’ passion, death, and resurrection (chapter 27). Here, love lived out in total 
self-giving—loving neighbour and enemy, forgiving without limits, serving others, 
and trusting completely in God. This is the model for all. 
 

As we prepare for next week’s Sermon on the Mount, today’s Gospel brings us to the 
beginning of Jesus’ public ministry with a simple but powerful message: “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.” To repent does not simply mean to feel 
sorry for doing wrong. It means a willingness to change direction—to turn our lives 
toward God because something new has arrived. Matthew tells us that Jesus begins 
his ministry in Galilee, a place many would have considered ordinary, even 
insignificant. It had no major city of importance. And yet it is here that, as the 
prophet says, “the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light.” God does not 
wait for perfect people or perfect situations. God enters ordinary lives—our lives—
right where we are. 
 

The second part of today’s Gospel shows Jesus’ walking along the Sea of Galilee, 
where he calls his first disciples: Simon, Andrew, James, and John. They are not 
scholars or religious leaders, but working-class fishermen—men likely living hand 
to mouth, burdened by Roman taxes and the struggle to make ends meet. Jesus 
simply says, “Come, follow me.” What is always striking is their response. They 
leave their nets and follow him. No questions. No delay. Just trust. 
Those nets represent security, income, routine, comfort and familiarity—the things 
that made sense in their lives. 
 

So, what can we learn from today’s readings? 
 

Discipleship is not about knowing everything; it is about trusting Jesus enough to 
take the next step. His call invites us to change, to grow, and to become witnesses of 
his love. We all have our own “nets.” Habits we’re stuck in. Attachments we rely on 
too much. Fears that hold us back. As we reflect on these readings during the week 
ahead, let’s pray for the courage to follow—to leave behind whatever keeps us from 
loving more fully, trusting more deeply, and living more freely. Because the 
kingdom of heaven isn’t far away. It’s very much close at hand. 
 

We celebrate Australia Day this week, over the past weeks we have been reflecting 
upon the Bondi tragedy, what is has highlighted is the Australian spirit to support 
each other in the good and the sad times. As we acknowledge our past, may we 
celebrate this land under the guidance of the Southern Cross.   
 

Have a great week everyone! 
 

Fr Darryl Mackie 
Parish Priest 
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BAPTISMS & SACRAMENTS 
Booking via Parish Website 

Baptisms celebrated most Sundays.  

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES: 

Sat 24 Jan 5:00pm 
5:30pm 

Cooranbong 
Boolaroo 

Sun 25 Jan 9:00am 
9:00am 
9:30am 
6:00pm 

Warners Bay 
Toronto 
Morisset 
Warners Bay 

Mon 26 Jan 9:30am 
9:30am 

Warners Bay 
Morisset 

Tue 27 Jan 9:00am 
9:30am 

Booragul 
Morisset 

Wed 28 Jan 9:00am Boolaroo 

Thu 29 Jan 9:30am Warners Bay 

Fri 30 Jan 9:30am Toronto 

http://www.boolaroocatholicchurch.com
https://torontoparish.org/
https://www.vianneymorisset.org/


 

 

Sunday 25 January 2026 
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

 

First Reading (Isaiah 8: 23 - 9:3) 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

In days past the Lord humbled the land of Zebulun 
and the land of Naphtali, but in days to come he 
will confer glory on the Way of the Sea on the far 
side of Jordan, province of the nations. 
 

The people that walked in darkness 
has seen a great light; 
on those who live in a land of deep shadow 
a light has shone. 
You have made their gladness greater, 
you have made their joy increase, 
they rejoice in your presence 
as men rejoice at harvest time, 
as men are happy when they are dividing the 
spoils. 
 

For the yoke that was weighing on him, 
the bar across his shoulders, 
the rod of his oppressor, 
these you break as on the day of Midian.  
 

Responsorial Psalm (Ps  26: 1. 4. 13-14. R.v.1) 
 

(R.) The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
 

1. The Lord is my light and my help; whom shall I 
fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; Before 
whom shall I shrink? (R.) 
 

2. There is one thing I ask of the Lord, for this I 
long, to live in the house of the Lord, all the days of 
my life, to savour the sweetness of the Lord, to 
behold his temple. (R.) 
 

3. I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the 
land of the living. Hope in him, hold firm and take 
heart. Hope in the Lord! (R.) 
 

Second Reading  
(1 Corinthians 1: 10-13, 17) 
 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians 
 

I appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to make up the differences between 
you, and instead of disagreeing among yourselves, 
to be united again in your belief and practice. From 
what Chloe’s people have been telling me, my dear 
brothers, it is clear that there are serious 
differences among you. What I mean are all these 
slogans that you have, like: ‘I am for Paul’, ‘I am for 
Apollos’, ‘I am for Cephas’, ‘I am for Christ’. Has 
Christ been parcelled out? Was it Paul that was 
crucified for you? Were you baptised in the name 
of Paul? 
 

For Christ did not send me to baptise, but to 
preach the Good News, and not to preach that in 
the terms of philosophy in which the crucifixion of 
Christ cannot be expressed. 
 

Gospel Acclamation (Matthew 4: 23) 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 
and healed all who were sick. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel (Matthew 4: 12-23) 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew 
 

Hearing that John had been arrested Jesus went 
back to Galilee, and leaving Nazareth he went and 
settled in Capernaum, a lakeside town on the 
borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this way the 
prophecy of Isaiah was to be fulfilled: 
 

Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali! 
Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations! 
The people that lived in darkness 
has seen a great light; on those who dwell in the 
land and shadow of death 
a light has dawned. 

 

From that moment Jesus began his preaching with 
the message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
close at hand.’ As he was walking by the Sea of 
Galilee he saw two brothers, Simon, who was 
called Peter, and his brother Andrew; they were 
making a cast in the lake with their net, for they 
were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me 
and I will make you fishers of men.’ And they left 
their nets at once and followed him. Going on from 
there he saw another pair of brothers, James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John; they were in their 
boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, 
and he called them. At once, leaving the boat and 
their father, they followed him. 
 

He went round the whole of Galilee teaching in 
their synagogues, proclaiming the Good News of 
the kingdom and curing all kinds of diseases and 
sickness among the people. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  



 

 

 

 

LATEST NEWS FROM OUR  
SAFEGUARDING PROMOTERS  

25 JANUARY 2026 
 

The Promoters of Safeguarding continue to endorse a culture 
of safeguarding within the Parish.  
 

Here are key ways to safeguard children returning to or 
commencing school — focusing on physical safety, travel, 
and online protection: 
 

1. Safe travel to and from school - Plan and practise the 
route with your child. Always use pedestrian crossings, 
hold hands with younger children, and model safe road 
behaviour. Meet children on the school side of the 
road and don’t call them across traffic. Check pick-up/
drop-off routines with teachers to avoid confusion. 

2. Communication and awareness - Talk with your 
child about road safety, staying with friends, and telling 
you if they feel unsafe. Make sure they know who will meet 
them after school and where. 

3. Online and social media safety - Parents should be 
cautious about posting back-to-school photos. Avoid 
sharing identifiable information like full names, school 
logos, locations or ages, and tighten privacy settings 
to trusted contacts only. 

4. Engage with school safety policies - Stay in touch 
with teachers and administrators about safety plans, 
emergency drills, and behaviour policies. Open 
communication helps address issues like bullying or 
harassment early. 

 

A calm, informed approach helps children feel secure and 
supports a safer start to the school year. 

Parish Administrative  
Assistant Job Vacancy 

 

St Mary of the Cross Parish Hub office at Charlestown is 
looking for a Casual Parish Administrative Assistant.  
 

This role is the first point of contact for callers and visitors 
and involves a broad range of administrative, records, 
finance, and website support duties.  
 

If you feel drawn to faith-based work, have relevant 
experience, or would value the opportunity to serve and 
bring hope to the community, we encourage you to apply.  
 

Please follow the below link to apply for the role.  
https://www.seek.com.au/job/89634455  

Single Electric Bed for Free 
 

Bed description: " I-Care IC222 High-Low Deluxe 
Long" 
Width: 96cm x Length: 215cm  
Weight: > 100kgs 
Excellent condition, used for 14months only. 
Enquiries to Julie Ph:  0434 905 927   
No purchase cost but people would need to be able to 
transport themselves.  
 

Needs to be picked up by 24th / 25th Jan, as home is 
being sold.  
Location Warners Bay 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.seek.com.au%2Fjob%2F89634455&data=05%7C02%7Cvimal.vali%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Cf4a1505c0d494612803008de5321fccd%7Ce75462c772464f49b60e47a498eea9d6%7C0%7C0%7C639039602615267353%7CUnknown%7CTW


 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
 

St Mary’s Primary School K-6 
2 Bayview Street, Warners Bay 

Ph: 02 4948 8770 
E:admin@warnersbay.catholic.edu.au 
W:www.warnersbay.catholic.edu.au/ 

Principal: Liz Starling 
 

St Joseph’s Primary School K-6 
140 Wangi Road, Kilaben Bay 

P: 02 4959 1355 
E:admin@kilabenbay.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.kilabenbay.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Nikki Norley 
 

St John Vianney Primary School K-6 
60-66 Yambo Street, Morisset 

P: 02 4973 4073 
E:admin@morisset.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.morisset.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Mark Konik 
 

St Paul’s Catholic College 7-12 
70 Primrose Street, Booragul 

P: 02 4958 6711 
E:admin@booragul.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.booragul.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Nick Wickham  
 

PARISH GROUPS 
 

Finance Committee 
TBA, 

 

Parish Council Meeting 
TBA 

 

Promotion of Safeguarding 
Please contact the office 

 

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in the Lakeside Bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship 

with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a 

position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot 

accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 

Mass Collection - Thank you 
 

First Collection supports our 
priests: 
BSB: 066 739 
Account Number: 100014920 
Account Name: CBA 
Reference: Your Surname. 
 

Second Collection supports our 
parish: 
BSB:066 739 
Account Number: 100014918 
Account Name: CBA 
Reference: Your Surname. 

 

Readers Roster  

 24 Jan—25 Jan 31 Jan—1 Jan 

 
Sat 5:30pm 

Tim Carroll 
Therese Toshack 

Paula Graham 

Jane Bennett 
Marie Osborne 

Joan Wilson 

 
Sun 9:00am 

Camilla Palamo 
Sue Withers 

Eileen Brooks 

John Doran 
Annette Innes 
Chloe Parker 

 
Sun 6:00pm 

Andrea Matulova 
Mary Sacco 

Steve Barnett 

Lois Wilson 
Melissa Wood 
Helen Beath 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Recently Deceased:  
Anniversaries:  
We remember and pray for those who are ill at home and in 
hospital at this time, may they know the healing presence of 
Christ: Jo Turner,  Robyn Williams, Helen Sligar, Terry Clancy, Leslie Henry,  
Andrew Regan, Eileen Brooks, Vince Abdilla, J, Margaret Ryan, Mark Saesar, John 
Osborne, Yvonne Selby, Andrew Garvie, Ariane Hampton, Bernadette Gill, Patricia 
Neilson, Peter O’Neil, Eoin O’Connor, Brian Coogans, Pat Casey, Ann Moore, 
Rianna MacKaway, Joan Bain, Eva Newton, Billy Eckersley, Andrew Carr, Lewis 
Carr, Leah Scott, Darren Heaton, Glenda Noble, Keely Heaton, Marie Ryan, 
Graham Taylor, Nancy Tooney, Joy Dixon,  Pat, Enid, Rebecca , Riley, Dot, Suzan 
Aslin, Michael & Patrick Grew and Adrian Van Bellan. 
Please contact the office once a person is well again. 


