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MASTER’S PROJECT PROPOSAL 

‘TEXTURED TERRACOTTA’ 

 

The body of work consists of a series of thrown terracotta vessels that explore the relationship between structured form and expressive 

surface. Drawing from the colours of Moravia in Czechia, the pieces are grounded in the tones of the landscape. The colours are central 

to the visual language of the work, establishing a strong sense of place and materials used. The colours resemble light and dark tones as 

well as a specific blue developed to represent the tones of the water and sky in Moravia. Light and dark can be seen through the way 

light reflects in nature as well as dark shadows of the landscapes. 

The forms are wheel-thrown, this emphasises the symmetry and structure of the piece. However, these pieces are then altered through 

the application of slip decoration, which is used not only as a surface decoration but also introduces movement and spontaneity. The 

contrasting colours of the slip work references the reflective qualities of water, and how light shifts across the surface, adding fluidity to 

the piece through slip motion and colour. 

In addition to the gestures, hand-built elements are incorporated onto the vessels, influenced by contemporary fashion and plaited 

forms, as well as the asymmetry of fastenings, ties, and the delicacy of plaits. These motifs allow the vessels to function as both utilitari-

an forms and expressive objects, merging the language of traditional slipware and contemporary work. 

The work exists at the intersection of craft and contemporary art, combining the tactile immediacy of handmade ceramics with broader 

P
R

O
JE

C
T 

P
R

O
P

O
SA

L 



M
O

O
D

B
O

A
R

D
 A

N
D

 T
R

EN
D

S 



W
G

SN
 T

R
EN

D
S 



• Patchwork is explored for all markets in a multitude of techniques and stitches, from contemporary through to boho 

• Graphic intarsia taps into the ongoing trend for stripes, checks and blocking 

• Evolving the trend for DIY patchwork and artisanal handcrafted effects, use fringing applications and woven appliqué 

• A great technique for seasonal knits in both merino and cashmere blends 
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Amalia Phillips Textured Vase                                    

£310 
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Manipulating light on photoshop. Altering the vibrancy of the image. 

Thinner vase to show future development. 
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