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EXPLORING NATURE: TERRACOTTA SLIP DECORATION
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PROJECT BRIEF

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

Objective

To explore and experiment with terracotta slip decoration by developing a range of na-
ture-inspired slip colours using oxides, stains, and natural materials. Techniques such as
marbling, layering, slip trailing, and stencilling will be tested to create patterns and tex-
tures that echo the hues and surfaces of landscapes, plants, stones, and water. The pro-
ject will focus on simple, organic ceramic forms to highlight the slip decoration, culmi-
nating in a cohesive collection that shows the diversity of colour and pattern of the natu-
ral world.

Key Deliverables:

— A series of ceramic forms suitable for slip decoration (e.g., tiles, plates, bowls, or
sculptural forms).

- A curated palette of slips inspired by nature, developed through experimentation
with oxides, stains, and natural materials.

- Application of various slip decoration techniques, emphasizing texture, layering,
and natural motifs.

— A final collection of pieces that reflect a cohesive exploration of nature-inspired
themes and colours.

Evaluation for project

Does the range of slip colours effectively reflect the intended natural inspirations?
How well are the slip decoration techniques executed?

Do the final pieces present a unified theme and narrative inspired by nature?

Are there any unique approaches to slip decoration that push boundaries?

Project Phases:
1. Research and Inspiration

Study natural elements such as landscapes, plants, stones, and water patterns to draw inspi-
ration for colours, textures, and motifs. Create a mood board with images, sketches, and

colour swatches to inform design choices.

2. Material Preparation

Experiment with natural oxides (e.g., iron, cobalt, manganese) and commercial stains to
develop a palette that reflects nature’s hues (e.g., earthy browns, mossy greens, ocean
blues, sunset oranges). Test slip mixtures on test tiles for colour accuracy after firing.

3. Form Creation
Hand-build or throw a series of ceramic forms suitable for slip decoration.

Focus on simple, organic shapes to allow surface decoration to stand out.

4. Slip Decoration Techniques

Experiment with various techniques, such as:

Brushing: Mimicking leaf veins, tree bark, or flowing water.

Layering: Creating depth with overlapping colours and textures.

Sgraffito: Carving through slip to reveal patterns inspired by natural elements.
Stencilling: Using natural shapes like leaves or shells to create motifs.
Marbling: Swirling slips to mimic stone patterns or ocean currents.

Slip Trailing: Creating raised designs reminiscent of vines or branches.
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Pustevny is a scenic mountain pass in the Czech Republic's Beskydy Mountains, known for its unique wooden
architecture designed by Dusan Jurkovi¢. Popular for hiking, skiing, and cultural landmarks like the Radhost
Church and Radegast statue.
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SLIPWARE DEVELOPMENT

Slip ideation design, using sketch tools
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SLIPWARE DEVELOPMENT

Inspiration taken from ink work

Technique taken forward using slip
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