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The Arapaho architect
whe helped design the
former Native American
Center for the Living
Arts, commonly known
as the turtle building,

in downtown Niagara
Falls. Sun Rhodes

passed away on June 6.

Dennis Sun Rhodes helped
create one of the most unique
structures in downtown Niag-
ara Falls. .

Over the weekend, support-
ers of an effort to reawaken
the former Native American
Center for the Living Arts,
which Rhodes designed in
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Friends of the Niagara Turtle
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Niagara Falls was lit in purple on Saturday in honor
of Dennis Sun Rhodes. The Arapaho architect helped
designed the former Native American Center for the lelng;

Arts in downtown Niagara Falls. The designer of the turtie-
shaped building passed away on June 6. '
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ings, but powerful symbolsof “Unfortunately, the building

RHODES toglie datqnen) e Zetes inlggiialgs'members have heritage, resilience, and cul- has been vacant for almost

closed to the public. The tur. 1 GoFundMe to tural pride. He stayed true 30 years, and the owner

A 13 , nized . : : :
e CONTINUED FROM Af tle building has been owned gélgpawith A 8 o o talhite and in doing prewously shared plans for

1 by the private firm Niagara * ' lifted thers. His demolition. A coalition has
. - fineral and burial services So, Upili€ many others. His demolition. |
to honor his memory and pay  Falls Redevelopmef: S10 - and to possibly establish influence reaches far beyond formed in hopes of ‘reawak-

- | 1S 11 . 1997 and it has said it has not . : . VA R
z- tnl?rl;:]g; ]:)}St]ljl;el\?igga:;g I'i{l(lr- r(e)(?e7ived alny “viable” plan for. a memorial to celebrate his archljtect_ural achieve- enu}g the Turtle once again.
" | tle. a local non-profit group restoring and reopening the Rhodes’ lite. ments. It livesin everyperson  Sites are selected by the

. | formed to develop a plan for structure. Tamara Wanstall, one he mentored,everyfamilyhe trust based on historical

- | preserving the turtle-shaped Members of the Friends of the organizers of the supported, and every struc- significance, architectural

building on Rainbow Boule- of the Turtle had attempted GoFundMe page who _said ture that now stap_ds as a importance and severity of
vard, held a candlelight vigil to contact Rhodes in recent she considered Rhodes like a  testament to his spirit.” threat faced. Placement on

on Saturday for Rhodes who months, however, he did not father to her, described him  To support the fundraising the list can help raise aware-
passed away on June 6. The respond and did not pub- as a “protector, a teacher a efforts in Rhodes’ memory, ness about a site, which can

vigil coincided with the illu- licly endorse their etforts to visionary — and, above all, visit “Honoring the Life help mobilize financing and
_;’ mination of Niagara Falls reawaken the turtle building. a man who changed lives.” and Legacy of Dennis Sun- support for local preserva-

' in purple in recognition of  In the wake of Satur- She also described him as a Rhodes” on GoFundMe. tion efforts. |

' Rhodes. day’s celebration in the late “gifted and respected archi-  In May, the National Trust ~ To learn more about the

f The Arapaho architect architect’s honor, family tect whose work can be seen for Historic Preservation Friends of the Niagara Turtle,
designed the turtle building members, including his care- across the country.” named the turtle building to follow the group on Facebook.
based on a sculpture created taker, indicated that Rhodes ~ “He never lost sight of who its 2025 list of America’s 11 Group members are selling
by Tuscarora sculptor Wilmer  was suffering from dementia he was or where he came Most Endangered Historic “Friends of the Niagara Tur-

) “Duffy” Wilson. The Turtle and anxiety at the time of his {rom, " shé“ﬁ?rOte‘;‘“ﬁfsj']ifé’”s"'ﬁ”ﬂléeéé? e i S SR § (A 11V “__ o

~ building opened in 1981 as death. They also indicated work was deeply rooted in ~ The group’s designation tor their cause: The shirts
the Native American Cente,r support for the ongoingbidto honoring Native American describes the Turtle as a can be ordered by V'ls'i’tﬂing'
for the Living Arts. Saturday’s preserve and restore the for- communities — designing “powerful symbol of Indige- hitps:/ /tuscarorawoodwmks.
vigil also marked 30 years mer Native American center spaces that weren't justbuild- nous heritage,” while noting, com/reawaken-the-turtle/. ‘
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