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Roles of Forests

Climate change mitigation & disaster risk reduction

Photo credit: Oxfam International



Roles of Forests

Promotion of safe & resilient communities



Roles of Forests

Water & food security
Photo credit: UNDP.org



Roles of Forests

Ecosystem & biodiversity conservation
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Roles of Forests

Job creation & poverty eradication
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Roles of Forests

Cultural preservation
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Roles of Forests

Renewable energy production



Roles of Forests

Increase GDP contribution
Photo credit: Philippine Statistics Authority/Rappler



Forestry Statistics

Photo credit:  Forest Management Bureau (FMB)

GDP Contribution @ 0.02%, PhP8.1 M (constant)



Forestry Statistics

Photo credit:  Forest Management Bureau (FMB)

Classified Forest Lands
15,050,316 ha (47%)

Alienable & Disposable Lands
14,194,675 ha (50%)

Total Forest Lands – 15,805,325 ha

Unclassified Forest Lands
755,009 ha (3%)



Forestry Statistics

Photo credit:  Forest Management Bureau (FMB)

Total Forest Cover – 6,839,831 ha

within Alienable and Disposable 
Lands 739,135 ha (11%)

within Forest Lands
6,100,696 ha (89%)



Forestry Statistics

Photo credit:  Forest Management Bureau (FMB)

Total Tenured Area – 2,798,644 ha

Figure exclude CADTs & Protected Areas
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country as well as the effective management 
of key terrestrial and marine protected 
areas. This resulted in the improvement 
of critical habitats thereby arresting the 
extinction of threatened flora and fauna. 
These accomplishments were facilitated by 
the implementation of key environmental 
laws and policies such as: (a) Executive 
Order No. 23 on the Moratorium on 
Logging in Natural Forest and Executive 

Order No. 26 on the Implementation of the 
National Greening Program; (b) National 
Integrated Protected Area System Act; 
(c) Wildlife Resources Conservation and 
Protection Act; (d) Amended Fisheries 
Code; and (e) other governance modality 
in establishing conservation areas such as 
the local conservation areas and Indigenous 
Community Conserved Areas. 

Figure 20.1 Environmental Performance Index Ranking of ASEAN-6 (2006-2016)

Source: Adapted from Environmental Performance Index Reports, Yale University, 2006-2016

Progress was also noted in the issuance of 
patents and certificates of land ownership. 
In fact, of the 14.1 million hectares (ha) of 
alienable and disposable lands, only around 
400,000 ha remain untitled. The issuance 
of land titles and residential patents 
incentivizes the beneficiaries to make their 
land more productive so that it can generate 
higher income.

On mining rehabilitation, only four mine 
sites remain abandoned, thus requiring 
government intervention to prevent further 
damage to the environment and nearby 
communities.

Slight improvements in environmental 
quality have been noted but monitoring of 
environmental compliance remains weak. 

National ambient air quality for particulate 
matter measuring 10 micrometers in 
diameter or smaller (PM10) has improved 
over the last five years, from 76 micrograms 
per normal cubic meter (µg/Ncm) in 2011 
to 46 µg/Ncm in 2015. This is due to more 
effective management of air quality in 
strategic areas in the country, including 
close monitoring of industries and stricter 
implementation of anti-smoke belching 
campaign. However, pollutant sources 
continue to increase, in particular, the 
rapidly growing number of privately owned 
vehicles (44% increase from 2006 to 2015), 
which remains the largest contributor of 
emissions in the country. 

In terms of water quality, many of the 
classified water bodies are now unfit for 



Current State

Continuing degradation of ENR 
– Forests
– Biodiversity 
– Water
– Soil
– Agricultural land
– Aquatic and marine ecosystems 



Current State (PDP)

Socio-economic and environmental landscape is 
changing 
• Between 2017 and 2022 there will be additional 8.3 

million Filipinos 
• Likely increase in demand for food, social services, 

infrastructure and transport facilities, electricity and 
power, and other basic needs 



Increasing threats to human security and resiliency
• Impacts of climate extremes and variability are felt 

with increased intensity and frequency
• Exacerbated by unsustainable use of natural 

resources
• Inadequate DRR and CCA  

Current State (PDP)



Weak enforcement of ENR laws
– Forestry laws and regulations
– Land use and development controls

• Urban development
• Mining
• Agriculture 

Current State (PDP)



Private sector engagement in ENR management, 
including investment in CC and DRRM actions is 
limited

– Product development
– Improving export potential of ENR products
– Lack of clear mechanisms for engagement

Current State (PDP)



Lack of sustainable financing and limited access to 
available funding facilities 

– ENR financing largely relies on public finance
• Protection, conservation and development of forests
• DRR and CCA

Current State (PDP)



Poverty remains pervasive affecting mainly ENR 
dependent communities

– Forest dependent communities
– Farmers
– Fishers 

Current State (PDP)



Key PDP Targets for 2022

• Increased forest cover increased from 6.8 M ha in 
2010

• Improved quality of coastal and marine habitats
• Employment from ecotourism and sustainable 

community resource-based enterprises increased
• Percentage of priority water bodies within water 

quality guidelines increased 
• Area of land degradation hotspots reduced 



Key PDP Strategies

Intensify sustainable management of natural 
resources through adoption of ridge-to-reef 
approach and sustainable integrated area 
development 

– Complete delineation of final forest limits including 
production and high value conservation areas as 
protection forests 

– Sustained rehabilitation of degraded forestlands 
and strengthened protection of remaining natural 
forests 

– Effectively manage Protected Areas (PA) 



Key PDP Strategies

Intensify sustainable management of natural 
resources through adoption of ridge-to-reef 
approach and sustainable integrated area 
development 

– Issuance of appropriate tenure and management 
arrangement 

– Improve land administration and management 
– Strengthen research and development on forest, 

watershed and biodiversity 
– Strengthen law enforcement



Key PDP Legislative Agenda
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Legislative Agenda
To strengthen the effectiveness of the strategies, legislative action is needed in the following:

Table 20.2 Legislative Agenda to Ensure Ecological Integrity, Clean and Healthy 
Environment, 2017-2022

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA RATIONALE

Subsector Outcome: Biodiversity and functioning of ecosystem services sustained

Delineation of the Specific Forest Limits Provide a clear and solid basis on the limits of the forest line.

Comprehensive Forestry Law Institutionalize the development of an effective and sustainable forest 
management strategy based on the allocation of forestland uses (i.e. production 
and protection zones). This will also enhance private sector participation and 
develop systems on Forest Certification and Forest Monitoring, Assessment and 
Reporting.

Integrated Coastal Management Strategy Institutionalize ICM as a strategy for the sustainable development of coastal and 
marine areas.

Land Administration Reform Act Streamline standards, processes and regulations for property rights, valuation 
and taxation.

Amendment of Water Code Provide a legal framework for the institutionalization and operationalization 
of Integrated Water Resources Management to respond to current trends and 
challenges such as climate variability affecting water supply and availability, as 
well as address institutional gaps and weaknesses.

Expanded National Integrated Protected 
Areas System Act

Finalize/hasten establishment of around a hundred national protected areas 
since only 13 have been established since 1992.

Subsector Outcome: Environmental quality improved

Electronic waste (e-waste) recycling Address improper disposal of e-waste and facilitate the advancement of existing 
efforts to strengthen solid waste management.

Amendment to RA 6969 (Toxic 
Substances and Hazardous and Nuclear 
Wastes Control Act)

Address the emerging toxic and hazardous wastes which are not covered by the 
current provisions of the law.

Subsector Outcome: Adaptive capacity and resilience of ecosystems increased

Further strengthening the Philippine 
DRRM system and institutionalizing the 
Framework Plan

Create a National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Authority and 
integrate new policies on disaster preparedness, response, mitigation/prevention 
and rehabilitation/recovery to address existing implementing gaps and 
challenges.

Cross-cutting

National Land Use Act Address the urgency to provide rationalized land use planning in the country, 
consolidate national laws on land uses and address long-standing land use 
conflicts.

Philippine Environmental Assessment 
System

Ensure that possible environmental consequences of policies, plans and 
programs are fully-accounted at the earliest stage of decision-making consistent 
with economic and social considerations. This will also strengthen the use of 
Environmental Impact Statement System as a planning and monitoring tool.



Salient Provisions of the Bill

1 Promotion of general welfare and social justice 
2 Ensures a balance & healthy ecology
3 Watershed-based planning
4 Enhancing ecosystems services
5 No cutting in the natural forest
6 Inclusive governance, involving all forest stakeholders
7 Community-based management
8 Promoting plantations (prioritizing indigenous species)
9 Climate change adaptation & mitigation
10 Promotion of wood biomass as renewable energy
11 Security of tenure for stakeholders
12 Third Party Forestry Certification System
13 Strengthening FMB as a Line Bureau
14 Professionalism in the Forestry service
15 Liberalized harvesting & transport mechanisms on planted forest resources
16 Approved ADSDPP-based IP utilization of forest resources



Key Legislative Agenda

Proposed 
SFM Bill

Inclusive & 
Sustainable  

Economic Growth

Biodiversity 
Conservation

Plantation 
Dev’t

ADSDPP-based 
Utilization Permit

Watershed-
based Planning

Communities as 
Forest Managers



Key Legislative Agenda

Proposed 
SFM Bill

Poverty 
Eradication

Communities as 
Forest 

Managers

Security of 
Tenure

Plantation 
Dev’t



Key Legislative Agenda

Proposed 
SFM Bill

Human
Security

Resilient 
Ecosystems

No Cutting in 
Natural 
Forests

Restoration of 
Degraded 

Forests

CCA & 
Mitigation

Strengthening 
Law 

Enforcement



Key Legislative Agenda

Proposed 
SFM Bill

Water 
Security

Plantation 
Dev’t

Restoration of 
Degraded 

Forests

Biodiversity 
Conservation

Food 
Security

Water 
Security

Watershed-
based 

Planning

No Cutting in 
Natural 
Forests



Key Legislative Agenda

Proposed 
SFM Bill

Renewable 
Energy 
Dev’t

Watershed-
based 

Planning

Plantation 
Dev’t

Restoration of 
Degraded Forests

Wood Biomass 
Energy



Key Legislative Agenda

Proposed 
SFM Bill

Increased 
Private 
Investment

Plantation 
Dev’t

Security of 
Tenure

Wood Biomass 
Energy

Liberalization of 
Harvesting 

Transport of 
Products

3rd Party 
Certification



Key Legislative Agenda

Proposed 
SFM Bill

Improved 
Governance

FMB as Line 
Bureau

3rd Party 
Certification

Robust RDE

Strengthening 
Law 

Enforcement

Professionalism 
in Forestry 

Service



Proposed 
SFM Bill The life of all Filipinos in 2040:

Matatag, Maginhawa at Panatag na
Buhay

Inclusive & Sustainable  
Economic Growth

Poverty 
Eradication

Human
Security

Resilient 
Ecosystems

Food 
Security

Water 
Security

Renewable 
Energy Dev’t

Increased Private 
Investment

Improved 
Governance



Comparison of the Bill & PD 705

Forestry  an 
Element of 

Development

Forestry a 
Foundation of 

Sustainable 
Development



Comparison of the Bill & PD 705

Forestry  a Key 
to  Economic 
Development

Forestry a Key to 
Human Well-Being 

and Security



Comparison of the Bill & PD 705

Production 
Focused 
Forestry

Balanced 
Protection and 

Production 
Forestry



Comparison of the Bill & PD 705

Forests 
Sources of 

Priced Wood 
and Non-

Wood 
Products

Forests Sources of 
Invaluable 

Ecosystem Goods 
and Services



Comparison of the Bill & PD 705

State-Driven

Multistakeholder-
Driven



Comparison of the Bill & PD 705

Limited Role 
of LGUs, 

OGAs, CSOs

Enhanced Role of 
LGUs, OGAs, CSOs



Comparison of the Bill & PD 705

Forests Largely 
Without Formal 

Management

Forests Subdivided 
Into FMUs



Comparison of the Bill & PD 705

Forestry  a 
Corporate 
Enterprise

Forestry an 
Inclusive Business 

Enterprise



Comparison of the Bill & PD 705

Unstable 
Climate for 

Forestry 
Investments

Enhanced Climate 
for Responsible 

Private 
Investments



Comparison of the Bill & PD 705

DENR as 
Regulator, 
Police and 
Developer 

DENR as 
Empowered Law 

Enforcer and 
Facilitator of 

Inclusive Forestry



Comparison of the Bill & PD 705

FMB as Staff 
Bureau

FMB as Line 
Bureau



Comparison of the Bill & PD 705

Limited Role of 
Academe and 

Research 

Enhanced Role of 
Academe and 

Research
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