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2022-2023 EMMCO West, Inc. 
Board of Directors 

NWPAERG,  Dan Lowenheim(DA) 

Crawford County Active Aging,, Becky Wilkinson  (AL) 

Clarion County Government, Jeff Smathers  (G) 

Clarion Hospital Don Hosey(P) 

Clarion Hospital Heather Nulph (A) 

Corry Memorial Hospital Barbara Nichols(P) 

Corry Memorial Hospital Patty White (A) 

Crawford County  Eric Henry (G)                                                        

Erie County Government , John Grappy (G) 

Forest County Government Don Hall (G) 

Grove City Medical Center  (P) 

Grove City Medical Center, Nico Soler  (A) 

Meadville Medical Center  Mary Worley (P) 

Meadville Medical Center, Dr. Brandon Kramer   (A) 

Mercer County Government Douglas Dick, (G)         

Millcreek Community Hospital  (P) 

Millcreek Community Hospital (A)  

Law Enforcement  (AL), Jeff Lockard 

 At Large Appointee, David Basnak(AL) 

Saint Vincent Hospital, Dr. Carrie Colleran (P) 

Saint Vincent Hospital, Chris Heile  (A) 

Sharon Regional Health System   

Sharon Regional Health System , Paul Elia (P)      

Titusville Area Hospital, Kim Schell  (P) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Titusville Area Hospital, Evelyn Kerr  (A) 

UPMC Hamot, Don Holsten(A) 

UPMC Hamot, Jason Chenault (P)   

Dr. Brian Risavi (EMMCO West RMAC Rep) 

UPMC Horizon - Greenville, Cindy Snyder (P) 

UPMC Horizon - Greenville   (A) 

UPMC Horizon - Shenango, Phil Rozic (P)                          

UPMC Horizon - Shenango, Tyler Babock(A) 

UPMC Northwest , Ben Hart(P) 

UPMC Northwest , Heidi Boitnott (A) 

VEMSAAC, Gerald Carless (AL) 

Venango County Government, Tim Fletcher (G) 

Warren County Government, Steve Hoffman  (G) 

Warren General Hospital, Joseph Alaf (P)  

Warren General Hospital (A)  

Key Terms-                                                                Executive Committee 

(P) Primary Board Member                             Don Hosey—President 
(A) Alternate Board Member                          Cindy Snyder—Vice President 
(AL) At Large Board Member                          Chris Heile— Secretary 
(DA) Disaster Management Appointee         Don Holsten—Treasurer  
(G) Government Appointee 

 

Partial Funding For 
Symposium 2023 Provided By: 

BUREAU OF EMERGENCY  

MEDICAL SERVICES 



 

 

Have you heard about the 
EMMCO West Critical Incident 
Stress Management Team? 
Our regional CISM team was formed in 

1988 and has helped hundreds of EMS agencies and EMS providers.  The CISM 
team is comprised of peer and mental health representatives.  Team members help 
EMS providers address their stress reactions due to a bad call or series of bad calls 
that have resulted in cumulative stress.  

 

The CISM Team is available 24/7/365.  Call 814-337-5380. 





Hands-On Thursday Sessions 
* Limited to 100 participants (Register Early) 

(3) 1.5 hour sessions that are focused on pre-hospital psychomotor 
skills.  Participants rotate between three stations that include - 

 Safe Treatment & Transport of Little People 

 Difficult OB Situations 

 Pit Crew—High Performance CPR 

** Registration for Hands-on Thursday includes the three hands-on sessions and Thursday evening sessions 

 

 

CPR Recertification  
There will be (3) three separate opportunities during Symposium 2023 to take a CPR recertification program. 
The 1.5 hour sessions will be available on Friday, March 31, 2023 and Saturday, April 1, 2023. If you are in-
terested, you must pre-register for the session (time) that you are interested in. Check out the course sched-
ule for the exact times. 

 

 

EVOC Refresher 

Want to brush up your emergency driving skills? There will be a hands-on emergency ve-
hicle operator course refresher conducted Friday, March 31, 2023. Your emergency driv-
ing skills, behind the wheel, will be challenged during the driving course. Registration is 
limited for this program. 2 Hours of EMSVO credits will be available for this course. 

 
 
Stigmas Associated With Abuse Disorders 

Researchers from Penn State Harrisburg will be conducting a small group discussion to better understand 
the stigmas associated with opioid use disorder/substance use disorders. EMS administrators and field per-
sonnel are encouraged to participate in this 1.5 hour session on Saturday, April 1, 2023. 

3 day Offer!  Register for all three days (Thursday, Friday, & Saturday) & take 
advantage of a discounted conference registration fee.  



Hands-On Thursday Sessions 
* Limited to 100 participants (Register Early) 

(3) 1.5 hour sessions that are focused on pre-hospital psychomotor 
skills.  Participants rotate between three stations that include - 

 Safe Treatment & Transport of Little People 

 Difficult OB Situations 

 Pit Crew—High Performance CPR 

** Registration for Hands-on Thursday includes the three hands-on sessions and Thursday evening sessions 

 

 

CPR Recertification  
There will be (3) three separate opportunities during Symposium 2023 to take a CPR recertification program. 
The 1.5 hour sessions will be available on Friday, March 31, 2023 and Saturday, April 1, 2023. If you are in-
terested, you must pre-register for the session (time) that you are interested in. Check out the course sched-
ule for the exact times. 

 

 

EVOC Refresher 

Want to brush up your emergency driving skills? There will be a hands-on emergency ve-
hicle operator course refresher conducted Friday, March 31, 2023. Your emergency driv-
ing skills, behind the wheel, will be challenged during the driving course. Registration is 
limited for this program. 2 Hours of EMSVO credits will be available for this course. 

 
 
Stigmas Associated With Abuse Disorders 

Researchers from Penn State Harrisburg will be conducting a small group discussion to better understand 
the stigmas associated with opioid use disorder/substance use disorders. EMS administrators and field per-
sonnel are encouraged to participate in this 1.5 hour session on Saturday, April 1, 2023. 

3 day Offer!  Register for all three days (Thursday, Friday, & Saturday) & take 
advantage of a discounted conference registration fee.  



Thursday (March 30,2023) 
Registration Opens 9:30 AM 

TIME SALON 1 SALON 2 SALON 3 SALON 4 SALON 5 SALON 6 DESERT MIRAGE 

10:00 
AM 

Safe TX of Little People 

Mandy Cousins 

Difficult OB  Karen Glass— 

Anthony Cuda 

High Performance CPR 

Don Holsten—Jim Kifer 

  

11:30 
AM 

                                                                     LUNCH BREAK 

1:00 
PM 

Safe TX of Little People Difficult OB High Performance CPR   

2:30 
PM 

                                              BREAK ALL SESSIONS 

2:45 
PM 

Safe TX of Little People Difficult OB High Performance CPR   

4:15 
PM 

                                            AFTERNOON SESSIONS END 

6:00 
PM 

                                       EVENING REGISTRATION OPENS 

6:30 
PM 

OB Assessments— 

Anthony Cuda 

Intersection Safety— 

Justin Eberly 

Self Defense Awareness 

Craig Westover 

  

8:00 
PM 

                                              BREAK 

8:15 
PM 

Friday Night Lights 

Wesley Semple 

Lost Art— Customer Service 

Jared Grady 

  Gratitude-A Resilience Skill 

Audrey Hartwick 

9:15 
PM 

                                 THURSDAY EVENING SESSIONS END   

    

Course Descriptions, Speakers, 
 & Con-ed Credits 

Go to www.emmco.org “Symposium”  
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Friday (March 31,2023) 
Registration Opens 8:00 AM 

TIME SALON 1 SALON 2 SALON 3 SALON 4 SALON 5 SALON 6 DESERT MIRAGE 

9:00 AM PTSD For Non-Believers 

 Pat Wiley & Jennifer Lloyd 

Situational Awareness For     
Fire &EMS 

Wesley Semple 

CPR Recert  

10:30 AM                                                                      BREAK ALL SESSIONS 
10:45 AM Case Reviews– Trauma Triage   Dr. Greg Beard    

11:45 AM                                               LUNCH BREAK—VENDOR AREA OPENS 

1:00 PM  CPR Recert  Dr. Cammarata Trauma Care Concepts 

2:30 PM                              AFTERNOON BREAK—VENDOR AREA  

3:15 PM Expectations for my chest pain 
patient—     

Kevin Tobin                                

Intervention Stroke Care—     
Dr. Jeremy Stone  

Slow and Slower Heart Rates—
Jeff Wess 

Fixed object 
strike preven-
tion—Justin 

 

4:15 PM                                                   BREAK ALL SESSIONS 

4:30 PM Smoke Inhalation—More than 
hot air— 

Dr  Jenny Ziebirki 

Worklife Balance Stress— 

Amy Nagy 

Capacity, Risks, Refusals 

Dr. Greg Hellier 

EVOC          
Refresher        
2 Hour session 

 

5:30 PM- 

6:30 PM 

                     VENDOR Reception “It’s a hockey night in Erie” 

                                                                      

8:00 PM– 
11:00 PM 

                                               ENTERTAINMENT—”Wild, Wild, West”   

It’s a Hockey Night in Erie ! 
5:30—6:30 PM It’s a hockey night in Erie! 

Come join us for a themed hockey reception in the  vendor 
area. Visit NWPA’s largest public safety equipment vending 
area. Refreshments and light food will be available.  

 



Saturday (April 1,2023) 
Registration Opens 8:00 AM 

TIME SALON 1 SALON 2 SALON 3 SALON 4 SALON 5 SALON 6 DESERT MIRAGE 

9:00 AM Targeted Vehicle MCI– It can happen anywhere  Fred Haus  CPR Recert  

10:30 
AM 

                                                  BREAK ALL SESSIONS—VENDOR AREA OPENS 

11:15 
AM 

State of the state—Dr. Aaron Rhone, BEMS    

12:15 
PM 

                                              LUNCH BREAK—VENDOR AREA Closes 

1:15 PM Death Communications between the crew and family  

Alex Jabr 

 Exploring      
Stigmas associ-
ated with Abuse 
Disorders 

Penn State 

 

2:45 PM                                                           AFTERNOON BREAK 

3:15 PM Behavioral—Psych Emergencies  
Alex Jabr                    

BE-FAST Posterior Circulation 
Strokes—Are You Missing 
Them?  

Dr. Brian Risavi 

Advanced Trauma Care 

Dr. Allan Philip 

  

4:15 PM                                                            BREAK ALL SESSIONS 

4:30 PM  ABC’s—Opioid Overdoses 

Eric Danielson                                                          

Syncope Care 

Dr. Feronti 

Personal stories of EMS Safety-
Fred Haus 

  

5:30 PM                                             AFTERNOON SESSIONS END  

8:00PM It’s Time To Chill  - Party 2023  

Disclaimers and Con Ed 
Classes, speakers, and times may be changed due to unforeseen circumstances. 

Due to safety regulations, EMMCO West reserves the right to limit the number of attendees in any given room 
due to capacity limits. 

Those attendees wishing for special accommodations must notify EMMCO West 30 days in advance. 

EMMCO West, Inc. has applied to the PA Department of Health to secure continuing education credits for most 
of the sessions.  A complete listing of approved courses will be available during the conference and will be avail-
able on our website www.emmco.org.  

Pictures will be taken during the conference. By registering for the conference and/or visiting the exhibitors, you 
acknowledge that there is a possibility your picture, audio, or video image may be taken and that the event      
organizers can use the photo, audio, or video for marketing purposes and that you will not be entitled to any com-
pensation for the photo, audio, or video.  
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Social Events 
Friday, March 31, 2023 
8:00 PM—11:00 PM 
Ballroom 

 
Saturday, April 1, 2023 
8:00 PM—11:00 PM 
Ballroom 
It’s time to chill”  Party 2023 
 

The educational sessions are over and it’s time to chill and relax at Party 2023!   

Featured entertainment is 
The band is 50 miles to Empty  & Magician Bruce Kikola 

As part of these activities, legal alcoholic beverages are often available.  Anyone under 
the legal drinking age shall not be permitted to consume alcoholic beverages within any of 
the EMMCO West sponsored functions.  The Ambassador Conference Center will enforce 
all applicable PA L.C.B.  regulations, including photo ID verification. 

The Ambassador does not permit outside alcoholic beverages  
to be brought into the Friday or Saturday night Party. 







Here’s what past participants have had 
to say about the EMMCO West 

 Symposium 

This training far surpassed any training or seminar I have 
attended. It was practical, engaging, and gave concrete 
things I could do to help my patients... 

The hands—on labs were the best! The time 
we had to get specific questions answered 
was great. Nice to be able to really focus on 
what is needed to be done and be able to 
practice it….. 

Great choice of mixing lecture and practical sessions.  

Different new upcoming topics affecting EMS now, environmental, new equipment and 
response theories….   

It’s hard to pick one topic, as they were all good presentations. I enjoyed the entire day. 

...All came into practice my first shift after 
the class... 
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Symposium 2023 made possible by sponsors like 







 

Registrations must be accompanied with full conference payment: check from a sponsoring agency or money order 
from an individual.  Personal checks are no longer accepted.  Refunds will be issued up to 03/25/2023 with written re-
quest.  After 03/25/2023, no refunds will be issued, unless the conference is cancelled.  Substitutions are allowed with 
prior notification to EMMCO West.   

DO NOT SEND CASH - WE DO NOT ACCEPT PERSONAL CHECKS 
Please make company checks or money orders payable to “EMMCO West, Inc.” 

REGISTRATION ON OR BEFORE March 25, 2023 

Pre-Registration is required for this event 

Symposium 2023 Conference Registration 
Registration and Credit Card Access available online at  www.emmco.org “Symposium” 

  Special Classes 
Circle Time Total 

Thursday (All Day & Evening) $ 50.00  $ 

Thursday Evening Only $ 20.00  $ 

Friday (All Day) $ 50.00     

CPR Recert (9:00 AM)  Yes  

CPR Recert (1:00 PM)   Yes  

EVOC Refresher   Yes  

Saturday (All Day) $ 50.00  $ 

CPR Recert (9:00 AM)  Yes  

Three Day Plan $125.00  $ 

Symposium Grand Total $ 

 

Name:    

Address:    

City:  State:  Zip:    

County:  Daytime Phone:  Evening Phone:    

Certification Level:  Certification No.:    

  Email:    



 

Registrations must be accompanied with full conference payment: check from a sponsoring agency or money order 
from an individual.  Personal checks are no longer accepted.  Refunds will be issued up to 03/25/2023 with written re-
quest.  After 03/25/2023, no refunds will be issued, unless the conference is cancelled.  Substitutions are allowed with 
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Name:    

Address:    

City:  State:  Zip:    

County:  Daytime Phone:  Evening Phone:    

Certification Level:  Certification No.:    

  Email:    

Online room reservations and national room reservations are NOT available at the conference rate.  
 All room reservations MUST be made by calling the hotel directly before March 10, 2023. 

Room Rates 
$122* / Room   

* Taxes not included in price. 

Ambassador Conference Center Accommodations 

GOALS & ETIQUETTE 
GOALS: 

Offer a diversified educational experience, traditionally not available through local con ed sponsors. 
Encourage EMS personnel to expand their knowledge of emergency medical care topics and issues. 
Create a forum for discussion and dialogue among EMS personnel, vendors, educators, medical professionals, 
guest speakers, and other personnel associated with EMS organizations. 
Offer an affordable educational conference that features renowned regional, state,  national and international  
speakers. 

 
ETIQUETTE: 

EMMCO West encourages all participants to enjoy themselves at the conference.   Enjoy walking through the 
vendor areas and listening to our plethora of guest lecturers.  A variety of activities are planned to allow you to 
relax with your EMS colleagues.  
As part of these activities, legal alcoholic beverages are often available.  Anyone under the legal drinking age 
shall not be permitted to consume alcoholic beverages within any of the EMMCO West sponsored functions.  The 
Ambassador Conference Center will enforce all applicable PA L.C.B.  regulations, including photo ID verification. 

 
 

The Ambassador does not permit outside alcoholic beverages  
to be brought into the Friday or Saturday night party. 

 

814-860– 8300 
7792 Peach St, Erie, PA 16509  



EMMCO West, Inc. 
NW PA Regional EMS Council 
16271 Conneaut Lake Road,  
Suite 101 
Meadville, PA 16335 
814-337-5380 
www.emmco.org 
 
 
 

Non-Profit  
Presort 

U.S. Postage Paid 
Meadville, PA 
Permit No. 237 

 


