Seventh Sunday after Pentecost- July 27, 2025 PAX

Vicar’s Farewell Service

As We Gather
God’s Word instructs us to stay connected to Christ. We experience that connection as we
gather to hear God’s Word, dine at our Lord’s Table, and pray persistent, bold prayers for
ourselves, our neighbors, communities, and world. Today we hear Abraham pleading with
God on behalf of Sodom and Gomorrah. We hear Jesus teaching His disciples to pray. Jesus
then illustrates the power of bold, persistent prayer and affirms the goodness of the One who
hears our prayers. “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the
proper time” (1 Timothy 2:5-6).

“A Thousand Hallelujahs”

Verse 1

Who else would rocks cry out to worship

Whose glory taught the stars to shine

Perhaps creation longs to have the words to sing
But this joy is mine

Chorus

With a thousand hallelujahs, we magnify Your Name
You alone deserve the glory, the honor and the praise
Lord Jesus, this song is forever Yours

A thousand hallelujahs and a thousand more

Verse 2

Who else would die for our redemption

Whose resurrection means I’ll rise

There isn 't time enough to sing of all You 've done
But I have eternity to try (Chorus)

Bridge X2
Praise to the Lord, to the Lamb, to the King of heaven
Praise for He rose, now He reigns, we will sing forever

Chorus, Bridge, Chorus

Invocation
(P] In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution
(P) Most merciful God,



we call upon You because we are troubled by our sins—our sinful thoughts, words,
and actions. We are equally troubled by those times when we have failed to act or
speak up. Forgive us for the sake of Jesus, who delivered us through His perfect
life, death, and resurrection so that we may glorify You with our lives.

(P}  Our God hears our prayers for mercy and graciously forgives our sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Go in peace.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day
(P) Letus pray.
Heavenly Father, Your grace and mercy have strengthened Your people throughout the
ages and emboldened them to come before You in all circumstances. Strengthen our faith
and confidence so that we come to You boldly, consistently, and persistently; through
Jesus Christ with whom You rule and reign with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.
Old Testament Reading Genesis 18:17-33

17The LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, !8secing that Abraham
shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed
in him? For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after
him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may
bring to Abraham what he has promised him.” 20Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry
against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, 211 will go down to see
whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I
will know.”

2250 the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the
LORD. 2Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with
the wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the
place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25Far be it from you to do such a
thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked!
Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 2And the LORD
said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, [ will spare the whole place for their sake.”

27Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am
but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the
whole city for lack of five?”” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.”

29 Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the
sake of forty I will not do it.” 30Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak.
Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 3!He
said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord
be angry, and I will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered,
“For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 33And the LORD went his way, when he had finished
speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place.



Epistle Colossians 2:6-19

¢Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7rooted and built up in
him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

8See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to
human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.
9For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 9%and you have been filled in him, who
is the head of all rule and authority. !!In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision
made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ,
1Zhaving been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through
faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 3And you, who were
dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with
him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 4by canceling the record of debt that stood against
us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. !SHe disarmed the rulers
and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.

16Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard
to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. 17These are a shadow of the things to come, but the
substance belongs to Christ. 18Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship
of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind,
Yand not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together
through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.

Holy Gospel Luke 11:1-13
INow Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said
to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2And he said to them, “When
you pray, say:
“Father, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.

3Give us each day our daily bread,

4and forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.”

5And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say
to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, ¢for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I
have nothing to set before him’; 7and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door
is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? 81
tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because
of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. °And I tell you, ask, and it will
be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 1°For everyone
who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.
I1What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent;
2or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask him!”

Creed Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,



maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.
Children’s Message

“The Lord's Prayer (It's Yours)”

Verse

Father let Your kingdom come, Father let Your will be done
On Earth as in Heaven, right here in my heart

Father let Your kingdom come, Father let Your will be done
On Earth as in Heaven, right here in my heart

Chorus

Give us this day, our daily bread forgive us, forgive us

As we forgive the ones who sinned against us, forgive them
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us

From the evil one, let Your kingdom come



Verse, Chorus

Bridge(X2)

It'’s Yours, its Yours, all Yours, all Yours
The kingdom, the power, the glory are Yours
It’s Yours, it'’s Yours, all Yours, all Yours
Forever and ever, the kingdom is Yours

Verse

Father let Your kingdom come, Father let Your will be done
On Earth as in Heaven, right here in my heart

Father let Your kingdom come, Father let Your will be done
On Earth as in Heaven, right here in my heart

Tag
On Earth as in Heaven, right here in my heart

Sermon “Our Strong Foundation”
Vicar Jacob Friedrich

Offering

“LORD I NEED YOU”

Verse 1

Lord I come, I confess

Bowing here, I find my rest

Without You, I fall apart

You're the One that guides my heart

Chorus
Lord I need You, oh, I need You
Every hour I need You

My one defense, my righteousness
Oh God how I need You

Verse 2

Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more
Where grace is found, is where You are
Where You are, Lord I am free

Holiness is Christ in me (Chorus)

Bridge

So teach my song to rise to You

When temptation comes my way

When I cannot stand I'll fall on You
Jesus You're my hope and stay(Chorus)

1 Corinthians 3:10-17



Tag

You're my one defense, my righteousness
Oh God how I need You

My one defense, my righteousness

Oh God how I need You

Prayers of the Church

(P)

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Proper Preface

P

It is good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, O Lord, our God, King of the universe, for You blessed us by sending Your Son, the
Word who became flesh and dwelt among us. We continue to be blessed by His presence
today as we heard His gracious words of forgiveness, as He has taught us to pray, and as
He comes to dwell with us through His body and blood given and shed for us for the
forgiveness of our sins. Lead us to walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and
established in the faith we have been taught, abounding in thanksgiving. Graciously
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. Therefore with angels and archangels and
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and singing:

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on all whom You
have created by sending Your Son, Jesus, to be a life-giving sacrifice for the sins of the
world.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Lead us to do as Jesus bids us to do
—to faithfully eat and drink His body and blood. Gather us together as we celebrate
Your kingdom come to earth at this altar. In Your mercy, receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I-
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Post-Communion Thanksgiving

P

Let us pray.

O God our Father, You are the source of all that is good. In Your mercy, You canceled the
record of our debts that stood against us by nailing them to the cross. We thank You for
nourishing us with the body and blood of Your Son. Continue to build us up into Him as
You knit us together in one holy communion. Lead us to walk in Him, established in the
faith that we have been taught; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

“GOD SO LOVED”

Come all you weary, come all you thirsty
Come to the well that never runs dry
Drink of the water, come and thirst no more

Come all you sinners, come find His mercy
Come to the table, He will satisfy
Taste of His goodness, find what you 're looking for

Chorus 1

For God so loved the world that He gave us
His one and only Son to save us
Whoever believes in Him will live forever



Whoa, whoa, whoa, whoa

Bring all your failures, bring your addictions
Come lay them down at the foot of the cross
Jesus is waiting there with open arms (Chorus 1)

Chorus 2
The power of hell, forever defeated

Now it is well, I'm walking in freedom
For God so loved, God so loved the world

Bridge

Praise God, praise God, from Whom all blessings flow
Praise Him, praise Him, for the wonders of His love
Praise God, praise God, from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him, praise Him, for the wonders of His love,
His amazing love

Break 2
For God so loved the world that He gave us
His one and only Son to save (Chorus 1 & 2)

Tag

Bring all your failures, bring your addictions
Come lay them down at the foot of the cross
Jesus is waiting, God so loved the world
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