
Second Sunday in Lent 
“Cross” Questions 

Vespers Worship Service 
March 6, 2023 

AS WE GATHER 
Many of our hymns begin with a simple declaration, such as “A mighty fortress is 
our God” (LSB 656/657) or “Your kingdom, O God, is my glorious treasure” (LSB 
654). A few include an exclamation and so have an exclamation point or two in 
them, including “Rise! To arms! With prayer employ you” (LSB 668) and “Jesus 
loves me!” (LSB 588). Even fewer actually ask a question. Among these are 
“What child is this?” (LSB 370) and “Who are you who walk in sorrow?” (LSB 
476). Finding answers to questions is a great way of making discoveries. The 
refrain to the African hymn “When I Behold Jesus Christ” (LSB 542) asks plainly, 
“What kind of love is this?” as the hymnwriter reflects on the sacrificial love of 
Jesus. We may ask ourselves the same question as we reflect on all our Lord has 
done for us. 

✠ PREPARATION ✠ 

OPENING HYMN     “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” #418 

1.  O Lord, throughout these forty days you prayed and kept the fast; 
  inspire repentance for our sin, and free us from our past. 

2.  You strove with Satan, and you won; your faithfulness endured; 
  lend us your nerve, your skill and trust in God's eternal word. 

3.  Though parched and hungry, yet you prayed and fixed your mind 
above; 
  so teach us to deny ourselves that we may know God's love. 

4.  Be with us through this season, Lord, and all our earthly days, 
  that when the final Easter dawns, we join in heaven's praise. 

INVOCATION    
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Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: (sing) Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor: To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
People: O my God, In You I trust. 

Pastor: Make me to know Your ways, O LORD; teach me Your paths. 
People: Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of 

my salvation; for You I wait all the day long. 

Pastor: Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for 
they have been from of old. 

People: According to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of 
Your goodness, O LORD! 

      
People: O, God, our Father, we confess that by nature, we are sinful 

and that in our pride, we have turned away from Your 
commands. Forgive us, Lord, for all that we have thought and 
said and done that is contrary to Your will and Your ways, and 
forgive us for all those times when we have trusted in our own 
righteousness instead of relying on Your grace in Christ Jesus, 
our Redeemer. Forgive us, Lord, for the times when we have 
not been good stewards of Your great creation and for those 
times when we have been unwilling to help our neighbors as 
we ought. 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  (sing) Amen. 

Pastor:  Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and  
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  May your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the   
 coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He   
will surely do it. 
People:  (sing) Amen. 

SALUTATION 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your 
mighty power defend us from all adversities that may happen to 
the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the 
soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  (sing) Amen. 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Genesis 12:1-9 

Now the Lord said to Abraham, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed. So Abrahm went, as the 
Lord had told him, and Lot went with him, Abrahm was seventy-five years old 
when he departed from Haran. And Abrahm took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that 
they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When 
they came to the land of Canaan, Abrahm passed through the land to the place at 
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then 
the LORD appeared to Abrahm and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” 
So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. From there he 
moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on 
the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called 
upon the name of the LORD. And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the 
Negeb. 
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Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE     Romans 4:1–8, 13–17 

What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the 
flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, 
but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and 
it was counted to him as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his wages are 
not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who does now work but 
believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 
just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts 
righteousness apart from works: “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are 
forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is the man against whom the Lord 
will not count his sin.” For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he 
would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, 
faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is 
no law there is no transgression. That is why it depends on faith, in order that the 
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring-not only to the 
adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is 
the father of us all, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”- 
in the presence of the God in whom he believed, ,who gives life to the dead and 
calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 HOLY GOSPEL      John 3:1-17    
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This 
man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is 
with him,” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb 
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and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of 
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I 
said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you 
hear its sound, but you do not know where is comes from or where it goes. So it is 
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these 
things be?” Jesus answered him, “Aare you the teacher of Israel and yet you do 
not understand these things? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, 
and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. If I 
have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 
you heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended 
from heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

APOSTLES CREED (found inside back cover of the hymnal) 
                               
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY      “The Lord’s my Shepherd I’ll not Want”          #710 

1. The Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want; He makes me down to lie 
 In pastures green; He leadeth me The quiet waters by. 

2. My soul He doth restore again And me to walk doth make 
 Within the paths of righteousness, E'en for His own name's sake. 

3. Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, Yet will I fear no ill; 
 For Thou art with me, and Thy rod And staff me comfort still. 

4. My table Thou hast furnished In presence of my foes; 
 My head Thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows. 
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5. Goodness and mercy all my life Shall surely follow me; 
 And in God's house forevermore My dwelling place shall be. 

SERMON                       “Jesus The Way Out”  John 3:14-17 
    Vicar Justin Brockman  

OFFERTORY (please rise)  “Create in Me”  #956 

 Create in me a clean heart, O God,  And renew a right spirit within me. 
 Cast me not away from Thy presence;  And take not Thy Holy Spirit  
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation;  And uphold me with  
Thy free spirit. Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING HYMN 

“We Give Thee But Thine Own”  #781vs1,6 

We give Thee but Thine own, What e’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

And we believe Thy Word, Though dim our faith may be: 
What e’er for Thine we do, O Lord, We do it unto Thee. 
        
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Vicar:  Petitions heard… (ending with…) Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 

LORD’S PRAYER (found inside back cover of the hymnal) 

BENEDICTION 
       
Pastor: The blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ✠ Son, and the Holy 

Spirit be and remain with you always.     
People:  (sing) Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN    “What Wondrous Love Is This”   #543 
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1. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
 What wondrous love is this, O my soul! What wondrous love is this 
 That caused the Lord of bliss To bear the dreadful curse for my soul,  
for my soul, To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

2. When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,  
 When I was sinking down, sinking down, When I was sinking down 
 Beneath God's righteous frown, Christ laid aside his crown for my  
soul, for my soul, Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

3. To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
 To God and to the Lamb I will sing; To God and to the Lamb, 
 Who is the great I AM. While millions join the theme, I will sing, I  
will sing. While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

4. And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on. And when from death I'm  
free, I'll sing His love for me, And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll  sing on, 
And through eternity I'll sing on. 

SILENT PRAYER     
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