
Advent Midweek 2- December 10, 2025 
 

As We Gather 
During Advent, we wait for Jesus, with Jesus. The darkest part of the year is brightened by 

the hope that the Savior who came for the world once is coming again. And we do not wait 

alone. Together, the whole Christian Church is accompanied in this waiting by the Christ who 

promises to be with His people always. Jesus’ mother, the virgin Mary, knows a lot about 

waiting. With pregnant anticipation, Mary waited for Jesus, the promised Messiah who would 

reign from David’s throne forever. But Mary was always waiting with Jesus, the Son of the 

Most High nestled within her womb. Throughout this Advent, we will listen with Mary, sing 

with Mary, and wait with Mary. Because, on darkest days, the Christ comes as near to you as 

He did to Mary to wait with you for the glorious sunrise that’s coming. 

  

Today we shall learn more about our Savior, Jesus, by learning about Mary's husband, 

Joseph. Jesus, true man, was raised and taught by a human father, Joseph, a faithful husband 

for Mary. 

 

#332 “Savior of the Nations, Come” 
1 Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 

That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 

Was the Word of God made flesh— 

Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 

3 Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 

In her womb this truth was shown: 

God was there upon His throne. 

 

4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

From His pure and kingly hall; 

God of God, yet fully man, 

His heroic course began. 

 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

 



6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran 
Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973 
Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110003824 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P In this season of penitence and reflection, let us think of our unworthiness; confess 

before God that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed; and ask for His merciful 

forgiveness. 

C Almighty God, have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to life 

everlasting. Amen. 

  

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son 

to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. May the God of peace Himself sanctify 

you wholly; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. 

O light in our darkness, by Your Word, You brighten our path. When days are dark and 

our direction unclear, send Your guiding Spirit that we might be assured of Your 



nearness and cling to Your promises; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

First Reading Hosea 2:18–23 
 18And I will make for them a covenant on that day with the beasts of the field, the birds of 

the heavens, and the creeping things of the ground. And I will abolish the bow, the sword, and 

war from the land, and I will make you lie down in safety. 19And I will betroth you to me 

forever. I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in 

mercy. 20I will betroth you to me in faithfulness. And you shall know the LORD. 

21“And in that day I will answer, declares the LORD, 

 I will answer the heavens, 

 and they shall answer the earth, 
22and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

 and they shall answer Jezreel, 

 23and I will sow her for myself in the land. 

And I will have mercy on No Mercy, 

 and I will say to Not My People, ‘You are my people’; 

 and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18–25 
 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 

resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 

your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took 

place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And 

he called his name Jesus. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Children's Message 
 

#523 “O Word of God Incarnate” 
1 O Word of God incarnate, 

    O Wisdom from on high, 

O Truth unchanged, unchanging, 

    O Light of our dark sky: 

We praise You for the radiance 

    That from the hallowed page, 

A lantern to our footsteps, 

    Shines on from age to age. 

 

2 The Church from You, dear Master, 

    Received the gift divine; 

And still that light is lifted 

    O’er all the earth to shine. 

It is the chart and compass 

    That, all life’s voyage through, 

Mid mists and rocks and quicksands 

    Still guides, O Christ, to You. 

 

3 O make Your Church, dear Savior, 

    A lamp of burnished gold 

To bear before the nations 

    Your true light as of old! 

O teach Your wand’ring pilgrims 

    By this their path to trace 

Till, clouds and darkness ended, 

    They see You face to face! 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
Pastor Bernhard Huesmann 

 

 

Offering 
 

Prayers of the Church 
P Son of David and Son of Joseph, Your arrival fulfills every promise ever made by the 

Lord, our God. Teach us to know You as the joy of every longing heart, that we might 

kneel before You, just as Your earthly guardian Joseph knelt beside Your manger, in 

trust that You hear our prayers and will bring us deliverance. 

 

          C hear our prayer.  



  

P Son of heaven’s splendor, You came into our world yet had no place to lay Your head. 

Mercifully care for the homeless, the hungry, the poor, the unemployed, the lonely, the 

sick, and the troubled of mind and heart. Relieve their want, provide for their livelihood, 

and make their needs known that Your servants might bring to them the blessings of 

Your hand. Son of suffering, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

#343 “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
1 Prepare the royal highway; 

    The King of kings is near! 

Let ev’ry hill and valley 

    A level road appear! 

Then greet the King of Glory 

Foretold in sacred story: Refrain 

 

ref Hosanna to the Lord, 

For He fulfills God’s Word! 

 

2 God’s people, see Him coming: 

    Your own eternal king! 

Palm branches strew before Him! 



    Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God’s promise will not fail you! 

No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain 

 

3 Then fling the gates wide open 

    To greet your promised king! 

Your king, yet ev’ry nation 

    Its tribute too should bring. 

All lands, bow down before Him! 

All nations, now adore Him! Refrain 

 

4 His is no earthly kingdom; 

    It comes from heav’n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom 

    And justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding 

For kindness so abounding: Refrain 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003824 
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