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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service- December 24, 2025  
 
PRESERVICE MUSIC  (Prelude) 
 
PROCESSIONAL 

WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS/ INSTRUCTIONS 
 
OPENING HYMN  LSB 379 “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

INVOCATION / CONFESSION 
 
Pastor: In the Name of the Father who created us, the + Son who was    
      born to save us, and of the Holy Spirit who brings us to know  
      Christ and keeps us in the faith. 
 
People: Amen. 
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Pastor: God’s Word tells us that “in the beginning God created the     
      heavens and the earth” and all  that is within them. 
 

People: And God saw that it was very good — in fact, it was perfect. 
Pastor:  But the “very good” world was soon to be desecrated by         

     sin. Our first parents Adam and Eve took some of the fruit          

     from the tree that God told them not to touch and ate it. In        

     Adam we have all sinned, and like Adam we will all die. Sin,        

     sorrow, suffering and death had come into the world. 

People: We, too, suffer from the sins we have committed, sins of  
      thought, word and deed; things that God has told us to do      
      that we haven’t done, and things that God has told us not to     
      do that we have done. 
 
Pastor: These sins separate us from God just as the sin of Adam         
     and Eve separated them from their Creator God. Confession of   
     these sins is the first step of God cleansing our souls and forgiving   
     us in Christ. We admit and bring our sins before God now. 
  

(quiet reflection and confession of specific sins…) 
 
WORD OF FORGIVENESS 
 

Pastor: Yet there was hope. Even in the garden, God cursed the       

     serpent and promised the woman: “I will put enmity between        

     you and the woman, and the woman and between your     

    offspring and hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike His   

    heel.” 

People: When the time was right, God sent His Son, born of a woman,  
      Born under the law to redeem those under the law. When the    

      time was right, God did it. He brought His plan into action. He   

      brought us righteousness. He gave us Jesus. 

Pastor:  By Jesus' birth, His perfect life, and His death on the cross, He has 
     crushed the serpent's or Satan's head. Jesus has crushed and   
     defeated Satan and death. 
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People: Amen! 
 
 
HYMN  LSB 387  “Joy to the World” 
 

 

 

THE CENSUS                                                                             Luke 2:1-5 
 

 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 

taken of the entire Roman world. 2This was the first census that took place 

while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And everyone went to his own town 

to register. 4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David because he belonged to the house 

and line of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to 

be married to him and was expecting a child. 

HYMN  LSB 361   “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

THE BIRTH OF THE CHRIST CHILD                                          Luke 2:6-7 

“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she 

gave birth to her firstborn, a Son. She wrapped Him in cloths and placed 

Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” 

HYMN  LSB 383 “A Great and Mighty Wonder” 
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THE ANGELS VISIT THE SHEPHERDS                                   Luke 2:8-14 
 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 

over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the 

angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy 

that will be for all the people 11Today in the town of David a Savior has 

been born to you; He is Christ the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will 

find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. 13Suddenly a great 

company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom 

His favor rests." 

HYMN  LSB 368  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 

THE SHEPHERDS’ RESPONSE                                           Luke 2:15-20 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about." 16So they hurried off and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the Baby, who was lying in the manger. 
17When they had seen Him, they spread the word concerning what had 
been told them about this Child 18and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as 
they had been told. 
 
HYMN  LSB 366 “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON 

OFFERING 

Pastor: Arise, shine, for your light  has come! 
 
People: The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 

Pastor: See, darkness covers the  earth and thick darkness is over the   

    earth. 

People: But the Lord  rises upon us and His glory appears to us. 

THE LORDS PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 

A CHRISTMAS BLESSING 

Pastor: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of     

    Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the   

    determination of the Magi, and the peace of the Christ child. The   

    Almighty God: Father, + Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and   

    forever. 
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People: Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

 
HYMN  LSB 363 “Silent Night” 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

RECESSIONAL 

 


