Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost- August 24, 2025 Traditional

Finding God’s Favor
As We Gather

To be the “favorite child” in a family is often a source of competition and sometimes a source
for comedy. Years ago, a pair of sibling entertainers, the Smothers Brothers, made their family
relationship a staple of their onstage humor when Tom, the older brother, would remind
Dickie, the younger, “Mom always did like you best.” As we gather with God’s people at
worship week by week, we can be certain that our gracious God values all of us and is
pleased to see us grow in grace year by year. The psalmist wrote that “the Lord God is a sun
and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor” (Psalm 84:11). In the same Psalm 84 is the
verse where the psalmist exclaims to God, “For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand
elsewhere” (v. 10). There is nothing better than for God’s favorite people, which we are, to be
gathered in a most favorite place—which this is! It doesn’t get any better than that!

901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty sts. 1, 3,5
Open now thy gates of beauty;
Zion, let me enter there,
Where my soul in joyful duty
Waits for Him who answers prayer.
Oh, how blessed is this place,
Filled with solace, light, and grace!

3 Here Thy praise is gladly chanted,;
Here Thy seed is duly sown.
Let my soul, where it is planted,
Bring forth precious sheaves alone,
So that all I hear may be
Fruitful unto life in me.

5 Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee;
Let Thy will be done indeed.
May I undisturbed draw near Thee
While Thou dost Thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows;

Here is balm for all our woes.

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

Invocation
(P] In the name of the Father and of the ~I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution
(P) Letus now confess our sins to God, our Father.

Have mercy on us, Lord, and grant us Your forgiveness. We confess that we are by
nature sinful and unclean. We repent of our sins, those known to us and those



@

unknown as well. Create in us clean hearts, gracious Lord, and put new and right
spirits within us that we may be reconciled to You and at peace with all people. We
trust in Christ alone for the forgiveness that we seek today and at all times. Give us
the Holy Spirit to guide and direct us into paths of righteousness and finally bring
us to everlasting life. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all our
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all

your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day

@

Let us pray.

O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom through the narrow door. Guide us by
Your Word and Spirit, and lead us now and always into the feast of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 66:18-23

18“For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations

and tongues. And they shall come and shall see my glory, 9and I will set a sign among them.
And from them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw the
bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands afar off, that have not heard my fame or seen my
glory. And they shall declare my glory among the nations. 20And they shall bring all your
brothers from all the nations as an offering to the LORD, on horses and in chariots and in
litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the LORD, just
as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the LORD. 2! And
some of them also I will take for priests and for Levites, says the LORD.

P

Epistle

22“For as the new heavens and the new earth
that I make
shall remain before me, says the LORD,
so shall your offspring and your name remain.
23From new moon to new moon,
and from Sabbath to Sabbath,
all flesh shall come to worship before me,
declares the LORD.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hebrews 12:4-24

4In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.

5And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons?

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
nor be weary when reproved by him.



¢6For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
and chastises every son whom he receives.”

It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there
whom his father does not discipline? 8If you are left without discipline, in which all have
participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. *Besides this, we have had
earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject
to the Father of spirits and live? 19For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to
them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. !!For the moment all
discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of
righteousness to those who have been trained by it.

12Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, 13and make straight
paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed.
14Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.
15See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up
and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; !¢that no one is sexually immoral or
unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. !7For you know that afterward,
when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent,
though he sought it with tears.

18For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom
and a tempest 9and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg
that no further messages be spoken to them. 2°For they could not endure the order that was
given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” 2!Indeed, so terrifying was
the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” 22But you have come to Mount Zion and to
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal
gathering, 23and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the
judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the mediator of a
new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Luke 13:22-30
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

22[Jesus] went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward
Jerusalem. 23And someone said to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?”” And he said
to them, 24“Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and
will not be able. 2When once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you
begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer
you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ 26Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank
in your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ 27But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know
where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’ 28In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the
prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. 22And people will come from
east and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of God. 30And
behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.”



(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life "I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Children's Message

850 God of Grace and God of Glory

1

God of grace and God of glory,

On Your people pour Your pow’r;

Crown Your ancient Church’s story;

Bring its bud to glorious flow’r.



Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
For the facing of this hour,
For the facing of this hour.

Lo, the hosts of evil round us
Scorn the Christ, assail His ways!
From the fears that long have bound us
Free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
For the living of these days,
For the living of these days.

Cure Your children’s warring madness;
Bend our pride to Your control;

Shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
Rich in things and poor in soul.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal,
Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal.

Save us from weak resignation
To the evils we deplore;

Let the gift of Your salvation
Be our glory evermore.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
Serving You whom we adore,
Serving You whom we adore.

Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878-1969
Text: Public domain

Pastor Leon Rosenthal

956 Create in Me

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence;
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation;
and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Text: Psalm 51:10-12
Text: Public domain

We Give Thee But Thine Own

We give Thee but Thine own,
Whate’er the gift may be;

All that we have is Thine alone,
A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

sts. 1, 6



6

And we believe Thy Word,
Though dim our faith may be:
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord,

We do it unto Thee.

Text: William W. How, 1823-97
Text: Public domain

Prayers of the Church

P

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Proper Preface

P

Sanctus

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to You, Lord our God. Holy are You and great is the majesty of Your
glory. You have shown us Your favor by sending Your only Son to be our Redeemer. By
His sacrificial life and atoning death, He has brought us salvation and has shown us the
path to life eternal. Pour upon us now the gift of the Holy Spirit that we may receive the
body and blood of our Lord with true devotion. Grant us a foretaste of the feast to come,
heavenly Father, that we may joyfully and hopefully await a blessed eternity in Your
glorious presence.

Amen.

LSB 195
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P

Blessed are You, O Lord of heaven and earth. We give thanks to You for having sent
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, to be our Redeemer, saving us from the power of sin,
death, and the devil. Invited by Your grace and supported by Your love, we come to Your
Table with thanksgiving and praise. Grant that we with true faith and trust in Your words
of promise receive the bread and wine, that is, the very body and blood of Christ, as a
guarantee of the salvation that He purchased for us through His innocent suffering and
death on the cross. Receive our prayers and praises and grant us Your abiding peace. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and praise with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth



as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

Pax Domini

(P)

Agnus Dei

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I-
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

LSB 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy
peace. Amen.

Distribution Hymns

809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness

1

ref

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.

Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;

All T have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!



2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960
Text: Public domain

722 Lord Take My Hand and Lead Me

Lord, take my hand and lead me
Upon life’s way;

Direct, protect, and feed me
From day to day.

Without Your grace and favor
I go astray;

So take my hand, O Savior,
And lead the way.

2 Lord, when the tempest rages,

I need not fear,

For You, the Rock of Ages,
Are always near.

Close by Your side abiding,
I fear no foe,

For when Your hand is guiding,
In peace I go.

3 Lord, when the shadows lengthen

And night has come,

I know that You will strengthen
My steps toward home.

Then nothing can impede me,
O blesséd Friend;

So take my hand and lead me
Unto the end.

Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003824

Post-Communion Thanksgiving

(P} Letus pray.
We bless You, O Lord, for the grace and favor You continually show us. Grant that Your
Son’s body and blood, which You have given us to eat and to drink, may abide in us; and
let no stain of sin remain in us, whom this pure and Holy Sacrament has refreshed;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.



Amen.

Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
I  Rejoice, rejoice, believers,
And let your lights appear;
The evening is advancing,
And darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising
And soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle;
At midnight comes the cry.

2 The watchers on the mountain
Proclaim the Bridegroom near;
Go forth as He approaches
With alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting;
The gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory;
The Bridegroom is at hand.

3 The saints, who here in patience
Their cross and suff’rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever
When sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory
The Lamb they shall behold;
In triumph cast before Him
Their diadems of gold.

4 Our hope and expectation,

O Jesus, now appear;

Arise, O Sun so longed for,
O’er this benighted sphere.

With hearts and hands uplifted,
We plead, O Lord, to see

The day of earth’s redemption
That sets Your people free!

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907, alt.
Text: Public domain
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