
“FINANCIAL FREEDOM” 

PART 5 

“CHECKS AND BALANCES” 

 

OBJECTIVE: TO DISCOVER WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES ABOUT 

OUR FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP. UNDERSTAND HOW TO LIVE 

ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLES THAT GOD OUTLINES FOR HIS 

CHILDREN. 

 

KEY SCRIPTURES:   2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-8/ROMANS 12:6-8 

1 TIMOTHY 6:6-12/COLOSSIANS 3:1-2/HAGGAI 1:6 

HAVE YOU EVER HEARD THE PHRASE, “THE LOVE OF MONEY IS 

THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL”?  PERHAPS THE WAY IT WAS SPOKEN 

AND APPLIED HAS LED YOU TO BEAR A WEIGHT OF 

CONDEMNATION WHEN YOU NEED, ENJOY, USE, AND EARN 

MONEY? 

WHETHER OR NOT THIS IS THE CASE, I WANT TO SHOW YOU 

WHAT THE SCRIPTURE HERE MEANS IN REGARD TO MONEY. 

THE PHRASE “THE LOVE OF MONEY IS THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL” IS 

FOUND IN 1 TIMOTHY 6:6-12. HOWEVER, IT’S NOT DIRECTLY 

TAKEN FROM THE SCRIPTURES. IT’S ACTUALLY A MIS-QUOTATION 

THAT DRIVES A LOT OF PEOPLE INTO UNSCRIPTURAL, SCARCITY-

BASED THINKING. SCRIPTURE SAYS THAT THE LOVE OF MONEY IS 

THE ROOT OF ALL KINDS OF EVIL, AND UNDERSTANDING THE 

FULL MEANING OF THESE WORDS IMPACTS US IN MORE WAYS 

THAN OUR FINANCES.  

UNDERSTANDING YOUR ROOT SYSTEM ESTABLISHES HOW WE 

SPEND OUR MONEY.  

 

https://www.ibelieve.com/faith/why-is-money-the-root-of-all-evil-1-timothy-6-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1ti+6:6-12


• PRIORITIES 

• PROBLEMS 

• PURSUITS 

• PROMISES 

• PROVISIONS 

 

TWO THINGS TO TAKE NOTICE OF IN OUR TEXT IN 1 TIMOTHY 6 

 

1. THE BIBLE DOES NOT SAY THAT MONEY IS THE ROOT OF 

ALL EVIL, BUT TALKS ABOUT “THE LOVE OF MONEY.” 

THIS IS A KEY DIFFERENCE BECAUSE THE WHOLE PASSAGE—

WHEN YOU READ IT IN CONTEXT—IS ADDRESSING THE STATE OF 

OUR HEARTS: 

 

• WHAT WE DESIRE, 

• WHAT WE PURSUE, 

• WHAT WE LIVE FOR, AND 

• WHETHER OUR HEARTS ARE SET ON THINGS ABOVE, 

WHERE CHRIST IS, OR ON MATERIAL THINGS OF THIS 

EARTH. 

IN THIS PASSAGE, THE APOSTLE PAUL TELLS US TO DESIRE GOD 

AND ALL THE THINGS OF GOD. HE INSTRUCTS US TO PURSUE 

HOLY THINGS WITH GREAT PASSION, RATHER THAN SETTING OUR 

HEARTS AND AFFECTIONS ON WEALTH AND RICHES. 

THIS DOESN’T MEAN THAT WE SHOULDN’T HAVE MONEY, EARN 

MONEY, SAVE AND INVEST MONEY, ENJOY EXCHANGING MONEY 

FOR WHAT WE NEED OR DESIRE, OR OTHERWISE BECOME 

INVOLVED IN FINANCIAL THINGS… 

https://www.ibelieve.com/faith/why-is-money-the-root-of-all-evil-1-timothy-6-10.html
https://www.ibelieve.com/faith/why-is-money-the-root-of-all-evil-1-timothy-6-10.html


… BUT IT DOES MEAN THAT WE CANNOT BE 

EMOTIONALLY ATTACHED TO MONEY. 

2. THE APOSTLE PAUL WARNED US ABOUT THE REAL DANGER 

OF “LOVE OF MONEY.” 

HOW MANY MOVIES YOU HAVE EVER SEEN IN WHICH THE 

VILLAIN WAS TRYING TO STEAL OR 

CONTROL POWER AND MONEY? IF YOU ARE A FAN OF THE BIG 

SCREEN, YOU MAY ACTUALLY HAVE SEEN DOZENS OR EVEN 

HUNDREDS OF SUCH STORYLINES. YOU MAY NOT HAVE REALIZED 

WHAT YOU WERE WATCHING, BUT HOLLYWOOD IS WRAPPED UP 

WITH THE DESIRES OF THE FLESH, THE LUST OF THE EYES, AND 

THE PRIDE OF LIFE—CONCISELY, THE LUST FOR POWER AND 

MONEY. 

THAT QUEST FOR POWER AND MONEY DOESN’T ALWAYS FEEL 

REAL TO CHRISTIANS. AT SOME LEVEL, EACH OF US IS TRYING TO 

LIVE FOR GOD, SO WE DON’T REALIZE HOW SERIOUS THE 

WORLD’S ADDICTION TO MONEY REALLY IS. HOWEVER, FOR 

PEOPLE WHO DON’T KNOW JESUS, THE LUST FOR POWER AND 

MONEY IS IMMENSE. 

THIS IS WHY THE LORD USED THE APOSTLE PAUL TO WARN US 

IN 1 TIMOTHY 6 TO RESIST THE LOVE OF MONEY. 

WE ARE TO LOVE THE LORD OUR GOD WITH ALL OUR HEARTS, 

WITH ALL OUR SOULS, AND WITH ALL OUR STRENGTH. WE ARE TO 

LOVE OUR NEIGHBORS AS OURSELVES. WE ARE TO SEEK AND 

DESIRE THE FACE OF JESUS—ALONG WITH ALL THE GODLY AND 

HOLY THINGS HE INSTRUCTS US TO DO AND PURSUE. 

LOVING MONEY HAS NOTHING IN COMMON WITH LOVING 

JESUS. 

“LOVING MONEY” MEANS YOU SET YOUR DESIRE ON THAT 

MONEY. IT MEANS YOUR EMOTIONS ARE ATTACHED TO MONEY; 

THAT THE AFFECTION OF YOUR HEART IS CENTERED ON MONEY. 

https://www.ibelieve.com/faith/the-sin-of-pride-and-why-its-so-deadly.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/family/finances/planning/4-dangerous-attitudes-that-sway-our-hearts-toward-the-love-of-money.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1ti+6


IT MEANS THE POSTURE OF YOUR HEART LEANS TOWARD THE 

ACCUMULATION OF THIS RESOURCE THAT GIVE YOU POWER, 

SECURITY, LOVE, OR ANYTHING THAT YOU DO NOT TRUST GOD TO 

SATISFY WITH HIMSELF. 

LOVING JESUS, ON THE OTHER HAND, MEANS: 

• YOUR DESIRE IS FOR CHRIST. YOU LOVE HIM, SEEK HIS 

FACE, AND LIVE ONLY TO PLEASE HIM. 

• YOUR EMOTIONS ARE CENTERED ON GOD. YOU DEPEND ON 

HIM TO COMFORT YOU, LEAD YOU, GUIDE YOU, AND FILL 

YOU WITH HIS POWER, LOVE, PEACE, JOY, AND ALL THE 

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT. 

• YOU WAKE UP AND SAY, “LORD GOD, I COMMIT MY LIFE TO 

YOU TODAY. YOU ARE EVERYTHING TO ME. WOULD YOU 

GLORIFY YOUR OWN NAME IN MY LIFE TODAY?” 

WE ARE NOT COMMANDED TO AVOID MONEY. INSTEAD, THE 

BIBLE COMMANDS US TO USE MONEY, EARN MONEY, SAVE 

MONEY, INVEST MONEY, AND STEWARD MONEY WELL IN SERVICE 

TO HIM—BUT TO ONLY LOVE GOD AND PEOPLE, NOT MONEY. 

MONEY IS WHAT HUMAN HEARTS CHOOSE TO MAKE IT  

MONEY IS A TOOL. 

IT IS A METHOD OF EXCHANGE: SOMETHING YOU GIVE SOMEONE 

IN EXCHANGE FOR SOMETHING ELSE. IT IS AMORAL—NEITHER 

GOOD NOR EVIL. BUT, ITS UNDENIABLE IMPORTANCE IN OUR 

DAILY LIVES MEANS THAT THE ENEMY DOES ALL HE CAN TO ROB 

PEOPLE OF A TRUE, BIBLICAL UNDERSTANDING OF MONEY. 

THAT’S WHY, AS CHRISTIANS, WE SHOULD KNOW THAT GOD 

SAYS: 

• HIS BLESSING MAKES YOU RICH (PROVERBS 10:22). 

https://www.crosswalk.com/slideshows/10-signs-you-love-money-too-much.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=pr+10:22


• HE WILL SUPPLY ALL YOUR NEEDS ACCORDING TO HIS 

RICHES IN GLORY BY CHRIST JESUS (PHILIPPIANS 

4:19). THAT’S A LOT OF RICHES—AND A LOT OF SUPPLY! 

• HE WANTS US TO SAVE MONEY FOR FUTURE NEEDS, LEAN 

TIMES, AND EMERGENCIES (PROVERBS 6:6-8). 

• HE HONORS THE WORK OF INVESTING MONEY AND 

BUILDING UPSTANDING BUSINESSES (PROVERBS 31:16). 

• WE ARE TO KEEP A CLOSE WATCH ON OUR FINANCES 

(PROVERBS 27:23-27). 

• AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, WE ARE TO BE ACUTELY AWARE 

THAT GOD OWNS IT ALL. EVERYTHING IN HEAVEN AND 

EARTH BELONGS TO GOD, AND WE ARE ONLY STEWARDING 

HIS RESOURCES ON HIS BEHALF (1 CHRONICLES 29:10-

12; PSALM 24:1). 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=php+4:19
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=php+4:19
https://overnotunder.com/great-wealth-come-suddenly/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=pr+6:6-8
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=pr+31:16
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=pr+27:23-27
https://overnotunder.com/billionaire-by-laws-principles-christian-billionaires-know-that-help-them-win/
https://overnotunder.com/billionaire-by-laws-principles-christian-billionaires-know-that-help-them-win/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1ch+29:10-12
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1ch+29:10-12
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+24:1

