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A 10-WEEK BIBLE STUDY WORKBOOK

From complaining to trust, gratitude, and spiritual maturity
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WELCOME
This free 10-week workbook is designed to help you recognize the difference between honest lament 
and destructive complaining, remember God's faithfulness, develop gratitude, surrender what you 
cannot control, and use your words to strengthen faith rather than fear.

Use one section each week alongside the teaching series. Read the Scripture references in your 
preferred Bible translation. The Passion Translation is used as the devotional framework for the 
teaching series; this workbook intentionally uses references and summaries rather than lengthy 
quotations.

How to Use This Workbook
 Watch or listen to the weekly teaching.
 Read the Scripture focus slowly and prayerfully.
 Answer the reflection questions honestly - this is not a test.
 Complete the weekly practice or challenge.
 Return to the key truth throughout the week.
 At the end of ten weeks, complete the Walk Forward covenant and 30-day challenge.

A SIMPLE PRAYER BEFORE YOU BEGIN
Father, show me what is happening in my heart. Teach me to bring my pain to You, remember 
Your faithfulness, and walk forward in trust. Amen.
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WEEK 1

WHAT IS COMPLAINING?
Recognizing the difference between pain, lament, and distrust

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  Numbers 11:1; Exodus 16:2-3; Philippians 2:14-15; Psalm 62:8

KEY TRUTH

Complaining is more than expressing pain. It becomes spiritually destructive when pain 
begins defining God's character.

This Week's Focus
 God welcomes honest emotion, but repeated grumbling can train the heart toward distrust.
 Biblical lament turns toward God; destructive complaining eventually turns pain against God.
 Awareness is the first step. Listen to the language you use when you feel disappointed or 

inconvenienced.

Reflection
What situations trigger my complaining most quickly?

What is usually underneath my complaint - fear, fatigue, disappointment, comparison, anger, or 
something else?
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WEEK 1

WHAT IS COMPLAINING?
Recognizing the difference between pain, lament, and distrust

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  Numbers 11:1; Exodus 16:2-3; Philippians 2:14-15; Psalm 62:8

KEY TRUTH

Complaining is more than expressing pain. It becomes spiritually destructive when pain 
begins defining God's character.

Go Deeper
When I am hurting, do I turn toward God or mostly talk about the situation to others?

What blessing or evidence of God's faithfulness am I overlooking right now?

WEEKLY PRACTICE
For one day, notice every complaint without condemning yourself. Each time you catch one, 
pause and pray: 'Father, what is underneath this, and how can I bring it to You?'

Journal
What I discovered about my complaining this week:
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WEEK 2

WHY COMPLAINING DESTROYS FAITH
When fear starts talking louder than God's promise

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  Numbers 13-14; Psalm 78:19-22

KEY TRUTH

Complaining magnifies the problem, spreads unbelief, and can make circumstances 
seem more authoritative than God's character.

This Week's Focus
 The ten spies and Joshua and Caleb saw the same land but interpreted it through different lenses.
 Fear can turn a difficult circumstance into a false conclusion about God.
 Faith does not deny giants; it refuses to make giants bigger than God.

Reflection
What 'giant' feels especially large in my life right now?

What does fear say about this situation?
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WEEK 2

WHY COMPLAINING DESTROYS FAITH
When fear starts talking louder than God's promise

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  Numbers 13-14; Psalm 78:19-22

KEY TRUTH

Complaining magnifies the problem, spreads unbelief, and can make circumstances 
seem more authoritative than God's character.

Go Deeper
What do I know about God's character that fear is causing me to forget?

How might my words be spreading either courage or discouragement to people around me?

WEEKLY PRACTICE
Use the 'But God' practice. State the honest difficulty, then complete the sentence with a truth 
about God: 'This is hard, but God...'

Journal
My current giant and my 'But God' declaration:
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WEEK 3

REMEMBER GOD'S FAITHFULNESS
When the wilderness makes you forget the miracles

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  Psalm 103:1-5; Exodus 16; Deuteronomy 8

KEY TRUTH

Complaining feeds on forgetfulness. Faith grows through remembrance.

This Week's Focus
 Israel remembered Egypt's food and forgot Egypt's chains.
 Gratitude protects the heart from selective memory.
 Your history with God contains evidence for trusting Him with what comes next.

Reflection
What difficult season is tempting me to forget God's previous faithfulness?

What have I survived that I once thought I could not?
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WEEK 3

REMEMBER GOD'S FAITHFULNESS
When the wilderness makes you forget the miracles

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  Psalm 103:1-5; Exodus 16; Deuteronomy 8

KEY TRUTH

Complaining feeds on forgetfulness. Faith grows through remembrance.

Go Deeper
Have I romanticized an old season because the present season is uncomfortable?

What ordinary mercies have I stopped noticing?

WEEKLY PRACTICE
Begin a Faithfulness Inventory. Write at least 20 specific ways God has provided, protected, 
strengthened, guided, or sustained you.

Journal
Today I remember...
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WEEK 4

LAMENT VS. COMPLAINING
God can handle your honesty

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  Psalm 13; Psalm 62:8; Lamentations 3

KEY TRUTH

Lament says, 'This hurts, so I am coming to You.' Complaining says, 'This hurts, so I am 
turning against You.'

This Week's Focus
 Lament turns toward God, tells the truth, asks for help, and moves toward trust.
 Pain can speak without being allowed to define God's character.
 Faith is not emotional denial; it is honest pain brought under the authority of truth.

Reflection
What pain have I been hesitant to talk honestly with God about?

Am I describing my feelings, or have I turned those feelings into conclusions about God?



HOW COMPLAINING DESTROYS FAITH  |  10-WEEK WORKBOOK

Free resource from JimHannahs.com

WEEK 4

LAMENT VS. COMPLAINING
God can handle your honesty

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  Psalm 13; Psalm 62:8; Lamentations 3

KEY TRUTH

Lament says, 'This hurts, so I am coming to You.' Complaining says, 'This hurts, so I am 
turning against You.'

Go Deeper
Is my processing moving me toward healing or deeper resentment?

What would my personal 'yet I trust You' statement be?

WEEKLY PRACTICE
Write your own short Psalm of lament using four movements: Turn, Tell, Ask, Trust.

Journal
Father, this is what hurts...
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WEEK 5

HANNAH: POURING OUT PAIN
How deep disappointment can become prayer instead of bitterness

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  1 Samuel 1

KEY TRUTH

Pain poured out before God can become surrender instead of bitterness.

This Week's Focus
 Hannah did not deny her pain; she gave it a holy destination.
 Comparison and provocation can deepen wounds if we do not bring them to God.
 Peace may be the first answer - arriving before circumstances change.

Reflection
What disappointment have I been carrying the longest?

Who or what tends to provoke this wound?
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WEEK 5

HANNAH: POURING OUT PAIN
How deep disappointment can become prayer instead of bitterness

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  1 Samuel 1

KEY TRUTH

Pain poured out before God can become surrender instead of bitterness.

Go Deeper
Where has comparison entered my waiting?

What outcome or timeline am I trying hardest to control?

WEEKLY PRACTICE
Practice POUR - RELEASE - RECEIVE. Pour out what hurts, release what you cannot control, and 
receive the grace you need for today.

Journal
What I am pouring out, releasing, and receiving:
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WEEK 6

JEREMIAH: LAMENT THAT STILL BELIEVES
You can be brokenhearted and still be full of faith

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  Lamentations 3

KEY TRUTH

Hope is sometimes an act of remembrance before it becomes a feeling.

This Week's Focus
 Jeremiah tells the truth about suffering without allowing suffering to become the final word.
 He deliberately calls God's mercy and faithfulness back to mind.
 Biblical hope is rooted in God's character, not in guaranteed circumstances.

Reflection
What thought has been repeating most often in my mind lately?

Does that thought agree with what Scripture reveals about God?
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WEEK 6

JEREMIAH: LAMENT THAT STILL BELIEVES
You can be brokenhearted and still be full of faith

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  Lamentations 3

KEY TRUTH

Hope is sometimes an act of remembrance before it becomes a feeling.

Go Deeper
Where am I using permanent language for a temporary season?

What truth do I need to call to mind today?

WEEKLY PRACTICE
Whenever a hopeless thought appears, write it down and answer it with: 'Yet I call this to mind...' 
followed by a truth about God.

Journal
Yet I call this to mind...
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WEEK 7

JESUS IN GETHSEMANE
Honest pain, complete surrender

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  Matthew 26:36-46

KEY TRUTH

Surrender is not denying what you want. It is trusting God enough to place what you 
want into His hands.

This Week's Focus
 Jesus expressed deep sorrow and prayed specifically.
 Desire is not the same as demand. We can ask boldly without making the outcome a condition of 

trust.
 Repeated surrender is not failure; sometimes we must release the same burden again.

Reflection
What do I most want God to change right now?

Have I turned that desire into a demand?
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WEEK 7

JESUS IN GETHSEMANE
Honest pain, complete surrender

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  Matthew 26:36-46

KEY TRUTH

Surrender is not denying what you want. It is trusting God enough to place what you 
want into His hands.

Go Deeper
What am I afraid will happen if God's answer looks different from mine?

What is the next faithful step I can take even before I have the answer?

WEEKLY PRACTICE
Use ASK - RELEASE - OBEY. Ask honestly, release the outcome, then identify and take one faithful 
next step.

Journal
Father, this is what I want... and this is what I release...
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WEEK 8

REPLACING COMPLAINT WITH GRATITUDE
Remembering God is good even when life is difficult

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  Colossians 3:12-17; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; Philippians 4:6-8

KEY TRUTH

Gratitude does not deny what is difficult. It refuses to let what is difficult make us forget 
what is good.

This Week's Focus
 Gratitude is a discipline of attention - it trains us to notice grace.
 Thanksgiving and lament can coexist; we do not have to call painful things good.
 Gratitude interrupts entitlement and reminds us that life is filled with gifts we can easily stop 

noticing.

Reflection
What do I complain about so often that it has become automatic?

Is any of it connected to something I once prayed for?
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WEEK 8

REPLACING COMPLAINT WITH GRATITUDE
Remembering God is good even when life is difficult

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  Colossians 3:12-17; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; Philippians 4:6-8

KEY TRUTH

Gratitude does not deny what is difficult. It refuses to let what is difficult make us forget 
what is good.

Go Deeper
What blessing have I started treating as ordinary?

Who needs to hear me express genuine appreciation this week?

WEEKLY PRACTICE
For seven days, write three specific gratitudes each morning. Follow every complaint you catch 
with three honest expressions of gratitude.

Journal
Three graces I noticed today:
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WEEK 9

THE POWER OF YOUR WORDS
Your mouth often reveals what your heart has been rehearsing

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  James 3; Proverbs 18:21; Luke 6:43-45; Ephesians 4:29

KEY TRUTH

Do not merely silence the complaint. Let God heal the heart that keeps producing it.

This Week's Focus
 Words can give life or deepen wounds, strengthen faith or spread fear.
 Recurring language often points to deeper emotions and beliefs.
 Grace-filled speech begins with a transformed heart, not simply stronger self-control.

Reflection
What kind of language comes out of me when I am under pressure?

What recurring complaint may be pointing to an unhealed fear or wound?
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WEEK 9

THE POWER OF YOUR WORDS
Your mouth often reveals what your heart has been rehearsing

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  James 3; Proverbs 18:21; Luke 6:43-45; Ephesians 4:29

KEY TRUTH

Do not merely silence the complaint. Let God heal the heart that keeps producing it.

Go Deeper
How do I speak to myself after mistakes or failure?

Whom could I intentionally encourage with life-giving words this week?

WEEKLY PRACTICE
Use the sacred pause. Before reacting, ask: Is it true? Is it necessary? Is it gracious? Is this the right 
time? Will it build up?

Journal
A recurring complaint, the root beneath it, and a healthier response:
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WEEK 10

WALKING FORWARD IN FAITH
From complaining to trust, gratitude, and spiritual maturity

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  Hebrews 10:35-39; Philippians 3:12-14; Psalm 103

KEY TRUTH

The goal is not simply to complain less. The goal is to trust God more.

This Week's Focus
 Mature faith knows where to take pain, fear, disappointment, and unanswered questions.
 Remember, lament, surrender, give thanks, guard your words, speak life, and take the next faithful 

step.
 Growth is not perfection; it is becoming quicker to return to truth, grace, and trust.

Reflection
What has changed most in me during these ten weeks?

Which practice do I most need to continue?
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WEEK 10

WALKING FORWARD IN FAITH
From complaining to trust, gratitude, and spiritual maturity

SCRIPTURE FOCUS  Hebrews 10:35-39; Philippians 3:12-14; Psalm 103

KEY TRUTH

The goal is not simply to complain less. The goal is to trust God more.

Go Deeper
What still needs healing or surrender?

What is the next faithful step God is inviting me to take?

WEEKLY PRACTICE
Create your personal Walk Forward Rule of Life and commit to practicing it for the next 30 days.

Journal
From this day forward, I choose to...
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MY WALK FORWARD COVENANT
A personal commitment to keep growing in trust, gratitude, surrender, and grace-filled speech

 I will remember God's faithfulness instead of allowing today's difficulty to erase yesterday's grace.
 I will bring pain to God honestly and refuse to let pain define His character.
 I will ask boldly while surrendering the outcome.
 I will practice gratitude without pretending hard things are easy.
 I will guard my words and seek to give grace to those who hear me.
 I will take the next faithful step even when I cannot see the whole path.

My personal commitment:

Signed: ________________________________     Date: ____________________

FINAL TRUTH
Pain may be part of my story, but trust will be the posture with which I keep walking.
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30-DAY WALK FORWARD CHALLENGE
Use this simple daily rhythm to keep the ten-week study alive.

Day Remember 3 Gratitudes Release Next Step
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