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The Stanford Prison Experiment did NOT show
situations overpower personality
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The Stanford Prison experiment (SPE) is one of the most fam-
ous, or indeed infamous, studies in the history of psychology.
The dramatic and horrifying result of the SPE have been used
to draw rather sweeping conclusions about human nature
and the psychology of evil. For example, the SPE supposedly
illustrates the power of an abusive situation to induce good
people to do evil things. In particular, Phil Zimbardo has ar-
gued that the study shows that strong situational forces can
override individual differences in personality and moral val-
ues so that the latter count for very little. Indeed he has even
claimed that virtually anybody at all who was put into a situ-
ation where they had power over others, such as guards

have over prisoners, would act in a tyrannical and abusive
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GB
sidering the obvious limitations of the study, such as its small
sample size and the ad hoc way in which the experiment was
conducted. Closer examination shows that the design of the
SPE did not provide an adequate test of the role of individual
differences in a simulated prison, and that no satisfactory ac-
count of the individual differences in behaviour shown by
participants has been offered. Therefore, the popularly ac-
cepted conclusion that the SPE shows that “situational power
triumphs over individual power in certain contexts”

(Zimbardo, 2007, p. x) is quite unfounded.

Prisoner abuse at Abu Ghraib has been compared to events at
Stanford

Wikimedia Commons
Dispositions vs. situations - opposed or complementary?

The details of the SPE are fairly well-known and are ex-

plained in detail on Zimbardo’s website. Susan Krauss
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of why prison life is so deplorable (Haney, Banks, & Zimbardo,
1973). Briefly, the “dispositional hypothesis” supposedly
blames the “nature” of the people who administer the prison
system (e.g. the guards) and the “nature” of the people who
populate it (the prisoners). That is, when guards act in a brutal
manner it is because they are brutal people. Alternatively,
prisoners are seen as naturally aggressive people unable to
control their impulses, and therefore repressive measures are
needed to control them. According to Haney et al., this dis-
positional hypothesis has been invoked both by those who
defend the status quo (poor conditions in prisons are due to
evil prisoners) and by critics of the system (poor conditions in

prisons are due to sadistic guards). Supposedly, such

social, economic, and political causes that really underlie this
deplorable situation, and which are too difficult to change
without radical social upheaval. A few years ago, a research
paper proposed that self-selection might have influenced the
outcomes of the SPE, because the sort of people who would
willingly volunteer for a study on prison life might have dis-

tinctive personality traits that might predispose them to abus-

ive behaviour (Carnahan & McFarland, 2007).[1] Haney and
Zimbardo (2009) responded to this by attacking the influence
of what they call “persistent dispositionalism” in psychology —
“explaining context-driven socially problematic behavior in
largely individualistic, trait-based terms, no matter how much

evidence has been amassed to the contrary”.

ARTICLE CONTINUES AFTER ADVERTISEMENT
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The alternative hypothesis that Haney et al. present is a “situ-
ationist” one, which is the claim that powerful and oppressive
social situational forces, such as occur in a prison, over-ride
individual differences in personality and moral values, and in-
duce ordinary decent people to act in abhorrent ways. Haney
et al. (1973) attacked the idea that prisoner abuse is due to
“bad seeds” and alternatively suggested that the prison sys-
tem consists instead of “bad soil” that can corrupt anyone.
More recently, Zimbardo has used the metaphor of “good
apples” placed into “a very bad barrel” to explain why appar-

ently good people have done evil things.

Situations can reveal personality

Note the apparent dichotomy here. A person’s behaviour in a
situation such as a mock prison or even a real one is sup-
posed to be due either to their internal dispositions or the ex-
ternal features of the situation, but not both. | think this a false
dichotomy that has led to extreme and unfounded conclu-
sions. Furthermore, it appears to be based on a straw man ar-
gument. When Haney et al. (1973) originally discussed the
“dispositional hypothesis” they did not cite any references to

show that this is a real hypothesis taken seriously by any


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtzT2iNqvZtatE7GdqMwPm7y0kA_PiaGhbZmc1fOVEcCNtwEQASC6yJkgYMmGgICIpIAQoAG_o4nPKMgBAeACAKgDAcgDCqoErANP0G4F_txp0zWNubrKmyKn2gDC2unJq0wCb-4eLMS2gj-nLC5qoVUMlXowcvl6PtcQwWe-izNoyOXsXXF2mkn6CtUAJqVnshY_edtm19gC5l5ZSLi42sLbC7KsSegD_6gVWUUtvhkY70irZloEmWIxhXFr_NG27AEZWDKIaP3aQTYwnAj7-gxtoVSG6tPUkKiJPQHwyYNIamzcnnm1ig84DKji-Dg4MxMs7kWO0PbYZy-FEs-gG9ycBpSxLSi4U6atqHTgKuGSUKY6xwYfjJO56X6--8K4UQwbs0pQorVMvE14VEdY_oE3jChr4pe1tAO44_wUtn0kI9v7gz2wVhQSXWdTDvkN5PNn1G8pHe123ROlJ77UXCjzMceZyd0BtexScfuSIFVGipYDUoL7bwY_8kauwJB2OOgoZBsBgw3Fb6rE5sW8rhPrcSQlmZACnaOTbhXrXb-EpcJEDgDCDRgHITl_aqIqhCGbdJw8DInv4sgWadiPgWclwD7KC0jAP-AOHmfFnl-djp86of6AVVfuKrKAi7aIM5TlkWPiEnM2MFNaAGTmzkQ-KnU848AEnvCv5osE4AQBiAXxoJboRJIFDQg-EAEYAcgBv6OJzyiQBgGgBi6AB7_b2a4DiAcBkAcCqAeQrLECqAfZtrECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHAdIIJwgAEAIYHTIBADoOn9CAgICABIDAgICAoChIvf3BOliu5aaCjdyHA7EJ68GTr6AYCtOACgOYCwHICwGqDQJVU8gNAeINEwjTvaiCjdyHAxWxDooDHRseDfLYEwzQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAbIYCRICsWkYLiIBAA&ae=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwzby1BhCQARIsAJ_0t5P2yjj7Ud8ZZYrEe5iBrXKSKC4YtoypXw6_BPUrVzzJhbA1iR9W8LYaAm2cEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSQwDaQooLbKFq97FdCBNcP14wEiaPSjwvesSakwv5KiuU5O-aosDLRI9EaivFuqfMIm4ZsnyXWMI0cbPnQ3Ep6iOMhgMYAQ&sig=AOD64_0xYJH8ABV8qkryATVVQxKUCDxnCg&client=ca-pub-3406605080325507&rf=4&nb=0&adurl=https://mypersonality.net/quiz%3Fafid%3Dgdnmpd3%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjwzby1BhCQARIsAJ_0t5P2yjj7Ud8ZZYrEe5iBrXKSKC4YtoypXw6_BPUrVzzJhbA1iR9W8LYaAm2cEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtzT2iNqvZtatE7GdqMwPm7y0kA_PiaGhbZmc1fOVEcCNtwEQASC6yJkgYMmGgICIpIAQoAG_o4nPKMgBAeACAKgDAcgDCqoErANP0G4F_txp0zWNubrKmyKn2gDC2unJq0wCb-4eLMS2gj-nLC5qoVUMlXowcvl6PtcQwWe-izNoyOXsXXF2mkn6CtUAJqVnshY_edtm19gC5l5ZSLi42sLbC7KsSegD_6gVWUUtvhkY70irZloEmWIxhXFr_NG27AEZWDKIaP3aQTYwnAj7-gxtoVSG6tPUkKiJPQHwyYNIamzcnnm1ig84DKji-Dg4MxMs7kWO0PbYZy-FEs-gG9ycBpSxLSi4U6atqHTgKuGSUKY6xwYfjJO56X6--8K4UQwbs0pQorVMvE14VEdY_oE3jChr4pe1tAO44_wUtn0kI9v7gz2wVhQSXWdTDvkN5PNn1G8pHe123ROlJ77UXCjzMceZyd0BtexScfuSIFVGipYDUoL7bwY_8kauwJB2OOgoZBsBgw3Fb6rE5sW8rhPrcSQlmZACnaOTbhXrXb-EpcJEDgDCDRgHITl_aqIqhCGbdJw8DInv4sgWadiPgWclwD7KC0jAP-AOHmfFnl-djp86of6AVVfuKrKAi7aIM5TlkWPiEnM2MFNaAGTmzkQ-KnU848AEnvCv5osE4AQBiAXxoJboRJIFDQg-EAEYAcgBv6OJzyiQBgGgBi6AB7_b2a4DiAcBkAcCqAeQrLECqAfZtrECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHAdIIJwgAEAIYHTIBADoOn9CAgICABIDAgICAoChIvf3BOliu5aaCjdyHA7EJ68GTr6AYCtOACgOYCwHICwGqDQJVU8gNAeINEwjTvaiCjdyHAxWxDooDHRseDfLYEwzQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAbIYCRICsWkYLiIBAA&ae=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwzby1BhCQARIsAJ_0t5P2yjj7Ud8ZZYrEe5iBrXKSKC4YtoypXw6_BPUrVzzJhbA1iR9W8LYaAm2cEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSQwDaQooLbKFq97FdCBNcP14wEiaPSjwvesSakwv5KiuU5O-aosDLRI9EaivFuqfMIm4ZsnyXWMI0cbPnQ3Ep6iOMhgMYAQ&sig=AOD64_0xYJH8ABV8qkryATVVQxKUCDxnCg&client=ca-pub-3406605080325507&rf=4&nb=0&adurl=https://mypersonality.net/quiz%3Fafid%3Dgdnmpd3%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjwzby1BhCQARIsAJ_0t5P2yjj7Ud8ZZYrEe5iBrXKSKC4YtoypXw6_BPUrVzzJhbA1iR9W8LYaAm2cEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtzT2iNqvZtatE7GdqMwPm7y0kA_PiaGhbZmc1fOVEcCNtwEQASC6yJkgYMmGgICIpIAQoAG_o4nPKMgBAeACAKgDAcgDCqoErANP0G4F_txp0zWNubrKmyKn2gDC2unJq0wCb-4eLMS2gj-nLC5qoVUMlXowcvl6PtcQwWe-izNoyOXsXXF2mkn6CtUAJqVnshY_edtm19gC5l5ZSLi42sLbC7KsSegD_6gVWUUtvhkY70irZloEmWIxhXFr_NG27AEZWDKIaP3aQTYwnAj7-gxtoVSG6tPUkKiJPQHwyYNIamzcnnm1ig84DKji-Dg4MxMs7kWO0PbYZy-FEs-gG9ycBpSxLSi4U6atqHTgKuGSUKY6xwYfjJO56X6--8K4UQwbs0pQorVMvE14VEdY_oE3jChr4pe1tAO44_wUtn0kI9v7gz2wVhQSXWdTDvkN5PNn1G8pHe123ROlJ77UXCjzMceZyd0BtexScfuSIFVGipYDUoL7bwY_8kauwJB2OOgoZBsBgw3Fb6rE5sW8rhPrcSQlmZACnaOTbhXrXb-EpcJEDgDCDRgHITl_aqIqhCGbdJw8DInv4sgWadiPgWclwD7KC0jAP-AOHmfFnl-djp86of6AVVfuKrKAi7aIM5TlkWPiEnM2MFNaAGTmzkQ-KnU848AEnvCv5osE4AQBiAXxoJboRJIFDQg-EAEYAcgBv6OJzyiQBgGgBi6AB7_b2a4DiAcBkAcCqAeQrLECqAfZtrECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHAdIIJwgAEAIYHTIBADoOn9CAgICABIDAgICAoChIvf3BOliu5aaCjdyHA7EJ68GTr6AYCtOACgOYCwHICwGqDQJVU8gNAeINEwjTvaiCjdyHAxWxDooDHRseDfLYEwzQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAbIYCRICsWkYLiIBAA&ae=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwzby1BhCQARIsAJ_0t5P2yjj7Ud8ZZYrEe5iBrXKSKC4YtoypXw6_BPUrVzzJhbA1iR9W8LYaAm2cEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSQwDaQooLbKFq97FdCBNcP14wEiaPSjwvesSakwv5KiuU5O-aosDLRI9EaivFuqfMIm4ZsnyXWMI0cbPnQ3Ep6iOMhgMYAQ&sig=AOD64_0xYJH8ABV8qkryATVVQxKUCDxnCg&client=ca-pub-3406605080325507&rf=4&nb=19&adurl=https://mypersonality.net/quiz%3Fafid%3Dgdnmpd3%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjwzby1BhCQARIsAJ_0t5P2yjj7Ud8ZZYrEe5iBrXKSKC4YtoypXw6_BPUrVzzJhbA1iR9W8LYaAm2cEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtzT2iNqvZtatE7GdqMwPm7y0kA_PiaGhbZmc1fOVEcCNtwEQASC6yJkgYMmGgICIpIAQoAG_o4nPKMgBAeACAKgDAcgDCqoErANP0G4F_txp0zWNubrKmyKn2gDC2unJq0wCb-4eLMS2gj-nLC5qoVUMlXowcvl6PtcQwWe-izNoyOXsXXF2mkn6CtUAJqVnshY_edtm19gC5l5ZSLi42sLbC7KsSegD_6gVWUUtvhkY70irZloEmWIxhXFr_NG27AEZWDKIaP3aQTYwnAj7-gxtoVSG6tPUkKiJPQHwyYNIamzcnnm1ig84DKji-Dg4MxMs7kWO0PbYZy-FEs-gG9ycBpSxLSi4U6atqHTgKuGSUKY6xwYfjJO56X6--8K4UQwbs0pQorVMvE14VEdY_oE3jChr4pe1tAO44_wUtn0kI9v7gz2wVhQSXWdTDvkN5PNn1G8pHe123ROlJ77UXCjzMceZyd0BtexScfuSIFVGipYDUoL7bwY_8kauwJB2OOgoZBsBgw3Fb6rE5sW8rhPrcSQlmZACnaOTbhXrXb-EpcJEDgDCDRgHITl_aqIqhCGbdJw8DInv4sgWadiPgWclwD7KC0jAP-AOHmfFnl-djp86of6AVVfuKrKAi7aIM5TlkWPiEnM2MFNaAGTmzkQ-KnU848AEnvCv5osE4AQBiAXxoJboRJIFDQg-EAEYAcgBv6OJzyiQBgGgBi6AB7_b2a4DiAcBkAcCqAeQrLECqAfZtrECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHAdIIJwgAEAIYHTIBADoOn9CAgICABIDAgICAoChIvf3BOliu5aaCjdyHA7EJ68GTr6AYCtOACgOYCwHICwGqDQJVU8gNAeINEwjTvaiCjdyHAxWxDooDHRseDfLYEwzQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAbIYCRICsWkYLiIBAA&ae=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwzby1BhCQARIsAJ_0t5P2yjj7Ud8ZZYrEe5iBrXKSKC4YtoypXw6_BPUrVzzJhbA1iR9W8LYaAm2cEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSQwDaQooLbKFq97FdCBNcP14wEiaPSjwvesSakwv5KiuU5O-aosDLRI9EaivFuqfMIm4ZsnyXWMI0cbPnQ3Ep6iOMhgMYAQ&sig=AOD64_0xYJH8ABV8qkryATVVQxKUCDxnCg&client=ca-pub-3406605080325507&rf=4&nb=9&adurl=https://mypersonality.net/quiz%3Fafid%3Dgdnmpd3%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjwzby1BhCQARIsAJ_0t5P2yjj7Ud8ZZYrEe5iBrXKSKC4YtoypXw6_BPUrVzzJhbA1iR9W8LYaAm2cEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtzT2iNqvZtatE7GdqMwPm7y0kA_PiaGhbZmc1fOVEcCNtwEQASC6yJkgYMmGgICIpIAQoAG_o4nPKMgBAeACAKgDAcgDCqoErANP0G4F_txp0zWNubrKmyKn2gDC2unJq0wCb-4eLMS2gj-nLC5qoVUMlXowcvl6PtcQwWe-izNoyOXsXXF2mkn6CtUAJqVnshY_edtm19gC5l5ZSLi42sLbC7KsSegD_6gVWUUtvhkY70irZloEmWIxhXFr_NG27AEZWDKIaP3aQTYwnAj7-gxtoVSG6tPUkKiJPQHwyYNIamzcnnm1ig84DKji-Dg4MxMs7kWO0PbYZy-FEs-gG9ycBpSxLSi4U6atqHTgKuGSUKY6xwYfjJO56X6--8K4UQwbs0pQorVMvE14VEdY_oE3jChr4pe1tAO44_wUtn0kI9v7gz2wVhQSXWdTDvkN5PNn1G8pHe123ROlJ77UXCjzMceZyd0BtexScfuSIFVGipYDUoL7bwY_8kauwJB2OOgoZBsBgw3Fb6rE5sW8rhPrcSQlmZACnaOTbhXrXb-EpcJEDgDCDRgHITl_aqIqhCGbdJw8DInv4sgWadiPgWclwD7KC0jAP-AOHmfFnl-djp86of6AVVfuKrKAi7aIM5TlkWPiEnM2MFNaAGTmzkQ-KnU848AEnvCv5osE4AQBiAXxoJboRJIFDQg-EAEYAcgBv6OJzyiQBgGgBi6AB7_b2a4DiAcBkAcCqAeQrLECqAfZtrECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHAdIIJwgAEAIYHTIBADoOn9CAgICABIDAgICAoChIvf3BOliu5aaCjdyHA7EJ68GTr6AYCtOACgOYCwHICwGqDQJVU8gNAeINEwjTvaiCjdyHAxWxDooDHRseDfLYEwzQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAbIYCRICsWkYLiIBAA&ae=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwzby1BhCQARIsAJ_0t5P2yjj7Ud8ZZYrEe5iBrXKSKC4YtoypXw6_BPUrVzzJhbA1iR9W8LYaAm2cEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSQwDaQooLbKFq97FdCBNcP14wEiaPSjwvesSakwv5KiuU5O-aosDLRI9EaivFuqfMIm4ZsnyXWMI0cbPnQ3Ep6iOMhgMYAQ&sig=AOD64_0xYJH8ABV8qkryATVVQxKUCDxnCg&client=ca-pub-3406605080325507&rf=4&nb=8&adurl=https://mypersonality.net/quiz%3Fafid%3Dgdnmpd3%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjwzby1BhCQARIsAJ_0t5P2yjj7Ud8ZZYrEe5iBrXKSKC4YtoypXw6_BPUrVzzJhbA1iR9W8LYaAm2cEALw_wcB
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AcuE4N6Wg_R4EuSL9O2wX8GLNwsxIrQkUobjo5DBlZHzFX2RwWixCtjulYzFX5aGjmLLBiYu0bJ4qDox8rVF3dXLERJ9ttAbcVO2yfFicaJRIlaS-uBiKhxRovhVFp52q9DXLragU3EZ241QPVsBJ47JP8eFc6u2MXyrlEI3gmyCAHVaYMval_WzorWeqEi9ri-ildWMeBtocBi5b1Y8SEeSadp2dWVTXn7hQFg4Sw7f0WAUR1rPEcTZpC9IG6A8jM_F_Ss9DYL0S29mpQ70DvuqnkPb8sJELquJ9pNjrh8H1CGo9lEvqjznufNOetySp0RocZZxoNHiWDrSfQTBc5Uo27obOIKUaB-igt8KFUCjWB6yEHP4MBEEHWhUrwsSaoIswHo7TLa1w3_Zn-ejKUYMEJUwSduJfTUBmap1EYPzzYuw-oJkjiZP6WVU6UJBes75GDdGGWo3WiQd3lNaoHMjPuGTldAfd5ig7II-GM5o49QbNZ3mEZcSEk4UnmFPlxbKOAJqlQo_w88tAwBZndyIRNSu8E13RimuROMsIM1VGawcbOU5euHs-ftXDqh9AE6NZ6gFRyHN_TVXcVk0C0B0AiHHz1w4KeCH_9M4HNGG8ICQqlEHTAIFuSwwXtn_nwPc0jtBMZ1iE5UboWhJRWPoA8LKBda7DhocP_ISR0YDzMI0FiICdRcoftz23jKEXyIYdEyMn4jdjCccZ8KqgwlzTo19UoN_bx5W9BNNURvw2b0lj93RtGtF6WtVXe0GDcBORSCZfwv5J2oL-0Bu-rrSUW9fyYRLwoe7ANW39uj3mHVfMpe9rg7-RSNDLPB24pOTci6Pfeb9J00f25Zx3uPEJ7CrTvDVukxylkI18qlYIFqIgNaeGRSwM8Y-BwR-1G6ryB67i5zffsVBjr5bZWpQV5Q6zvu1oGehLRuJXLssyx9rXLzIuhTkk0U0PYhtqt6spd-PGrJ1N7Rdl1U8lOWEOGxmbkzt3YqzxoaLVebsORIWKxEAldSU81HfO57cCBo2_r_HeFpPLQ78IBirtkrxxKyjZrJtX882bQ2fMbklFgCNdxMI-F3egkKvW64hNsX4rJEqGVweguMctRO5HxyXiY8P-BkEYDgRsb-9koJS1tn8fF0GuG_b33HuAub9MLbyYwgPhVSDlvNlOCQ0NeifIfw3PaJFOffYIAR3g2wK9pk42IzCjMQR2I6Co2jsNrXL7CszXO1SquoYkbuyX8FuQlFz-k-X12uX1CcMVbZvVg3FEyKHCz3OdLNlTvUk-GIsXdTQpRJ1xYWZ1IOYODynOhzJjXYM_7bC5vbUhX0sgbCZtPwGJkWUVz_xlAr6jSJxkGIwq8dFhzX2JA1fQZjaRPGIkIxHiFv4NprLV_ui-eZOQtYa9RYvgaY1ZacounRpRusTXTzlhG5ukiOFAHV2CsPW2pFUopVeaClbBL4PzPoB2GvEasHSRX1iajB8bZGBmmiHrfk-_MtaDAvgaA19Geuc7P2yV6RqvD95mfKvL6WttUd81Bdc7MNxuo4-cxGZoX2v50aRKVnmTXfynT7MwdJ_-54x4T_Vee9vLXTiNn9ExxoqQ8PXq_604fNnP9GfY1nN7yCJ1Zja0w9UoiG6YOlZ48qxOMmwZKPzspXaizuuTpB644VNEY3e3jRe-dG6Ul39z_Y0qlP0FzB_JF5uk0eMehu4hZB4HWetxEL8mx2odZu_AEYT3ayVP7rzRL_E2OjKULCX2PHKwaLaBhi72ze_BWzpj2s2QNAAHTI4ztTi_90-C7Dl8X-cnTaq_65Dj0ktQzG_pZtJt-nvrBP57afn3W9iJW9GQdvvzfgtk6YT2OG_4kn2hxde8PxWMmae5VSGmM6AHJUNXnZ_BoMoUT75IH6za5h7KamZBWovc6pcMxs0bLW-Hq-Hht98a_eYbB3hr-EyTRp--NMm_UROTo_WleKNVuTT4pWeUwEV1A5elifRbixTbVeEw-EamqU86Fs3rSBAffBTqi1yV3gn-r4VWXB0RGcLmC-1BbAa4K5duHX0hYbPMLcFX_oPR-I8yHTZGsHdHGXpYl9-vuonsUPDejY-_zB8qWBT4LViaUOfgG5P_OFESZsYUIeJJKE6wr9soztNAcZ3BcecLkoEdwm8ppXRCfQajowQsV6ILxMiqtQDmii6USveNobkU1jlp1gtBzuZ2B-E3FhzDCSk1Jx90EMN__gYz5mFj8Dmwl7sxZpC6fhnrMYou-Vfdc7tjWw-gKON4X44RM-_CnZkTcnQp7QHy5GTViVZGlXOaqGHACbOTqROLVr7PKNBW7XYCgVS2MZuaGW0SnLCENvUfQAc2E0Lq79u5rImS8meCVs&opi=122715837
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AcuE4N6Wg_R4EuSL9O2wX8GLNwsxIrQkUobjo5DBlZHzFX2RwWixCtjulYzFX5aGjmLLBiYu0bJ4qDox8rVF3dXLERJ9ttAbcVO2yfFicaJRIlaS-uBiKhxRovhVFp52q9DXLragU3EZ241QPVsBJ47JP8eFc6u2MXyrlEI3gmyCAHVaYMval_WzorWeqEi9ri-ildWMeBtocBi5b1Y8SEeSadp2dWVTXn7hQFg4Sw7f0WAUR1rPEcTZpC9IG6A8jM_F_Ss9DYL0S29mpQ70DvuqnkPb8sJELquJ9pNjrh8H1CGo9lEvqjznufNOetySp0RocZZxoNHiWDrSfQTBc5Uo27obOIKUaB-igt8KFUCjWB6yEHP4MBEEHWhUrwsSaoIswHo7TLa1w3_Zn-ejKUYMEJUwSduJfTUBmap1EYPzzYuw-oJkjiZP6WVU6UJBes75GDdGGWo3WiQd3lNaoHMjPuGTldAfd5ig7II-GM5o49QbNZ3mEZcSEk4UnmFPlxbKOAJqlQo_w88tAwBZndyIRNSu8E13RimuROMsIM1VGawcbOU5euHs-ftXDqh9AE6NZ6gFRyHN_TVXcVk0C0B0AiHHz1w4KeCH_9M4HNGG8ICQqlEHTAIFuSwwXtn_nwPc0jtBMZ1iE5UboWhJRWPoA8LKBda7DhocP_ISR0YDzMI0FiICdRcoftz23jKEXyIYdEyMn4jdjCccZ8KqgwlzTo19UoN_bx5W9BNNURvw2b0lj93RtGtF6WtVXe0GDcBORSCZfwv5J2oL-0Bu-rrSUW9fyYRLwoe7ANW39uj3mHVfMpe9rg7-RSNDLPB24pOTci6Pfeb9J00f25Zx3uPEJ7CrTvDVukxylkI18qlYIFqIgNaeGRSwM8Y-BwR-1G6ryB67i5zffsVBjr5bZWpQV5Q6zvu1oGehLRuJXLssyx9rXLzIuhTkk0U0PYhtqt6spd-PGrJ1N7Rdl1U8lOWEOGxmbkzt3YqzxoaLVebsORIWKxEAldSU81HfO57cCBo2_r_HeFpPLQ78IBirtkrxxKyjZrJtX882bQ2fMbklFgCNdxMI-F3egkKvW64hNsX4rJEqGVweguMctRO5HxyXiY8P-BkEYDgRsb-9koJS1tn8fF0GuG_b33HuAub9MLbyYwgPhVSDlvNlOCQ0NeifIfw3PaJFOffYIAR3g2wK9pk42IzCjMQR2I6Co2jsNrXL7CszXO1SquoYkbuyX8FuQlFz-k-X12uX1CcMVbZvVg3FEyKHCz3OdLNlTvUk-GIsXdTQpRJ1xYWZ1IOYODynOhzJjXYM_7bC5vbUhX0sgbCZtPwGJkWUVz_xlAr6jSJxkGIwq8dFhzX2JA1fQZjaRPGIkIxHiFv4NprLV_ui-eZOQtYa9RYvgaY1ZacounRpRusTXTzlhG5ukiOFAHV2CsPW2pFUopVeaClbBL4PzPoB2GvEasHSRX1iajB8bZGBmmiHrfk-_MtaDAvgaA19Geuc7P2yV6RqvD95mfKvL6WttUd81Bdc7MNxuo4-cxGZoX2v50aRKVnmTXfynT7MwdJ_-54x4T_Vee9vLXTiNn9ExxoqQ8PXq_604fNnP9GfY1nN7yCJ1Zja0w9UoiG6YOlZ48qxOMmwZKPzspXaizuuTpB644VNEY3e3jRe-dG6Ul39z_Y0qlP0FzB_JF5uk0eMehu4hZB4HWetxEL8mx2odZu_AEYT3ayVP7rzRL_E2OjKULCX2PHKwaLaBhi72ze_BWzpj2s2QNAAHTI4ztTi_90-C7Dl8X-cnTaq_65Dj0ktQzG_pZtJt-nvrBP57afn3W9iJW9GQdvvzfgtk6YT2OG_4kn2hxde8PxWMmae5VSGmM6AHJUNXnZ_BoMoUT75IH6za5h7KamZBWovc6pcMxs0bLW-Hq-Hht98a_eYbB3hr-EyTRp--NMm_UROTo_WleKNVuTT4pWeUwEV1A5elifRbixTbVeEw-EamqU86Fs3rSBAffBTqi1yV3gn-r4VWXB0RGcLmC-1BbAa4K5duHX0hYbPMLcFX_oPR-I8yHTZGsHdHGXpYl9-vuonsUPDejY-_zB8qWBT4LViaUOfgG5P_OFESZsYUIeJJKE6wr9soztNAcZ3BcecLkoEdwm8ppXRCfQajowQsV6ILxMiqtQDmii6USveNobkU1jlp1gtBzuZ2B-E3FhzDCSk1Jx90EMN__gYz5mFj8Dmwl7sxZpC6fhnrMYou-Vfdc7tjWw-gKON4X44RM-_CnZkTcnQp7QHy5GTViVZGlXOaqGHACbOTqROLVr7PKNBW7XYCgVS2MZuaGW0SnLCENvUfQAc2E0Lq79u5rImS8meCVs&opi=122715837
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/journeying-from-evil-heroism_b_2832434
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en

PINL T tare S raInAT Y YN IINSIE 1 IMAT I Y LTI emI IR LAl WA \E= o ) Lattuioay

“persistent dispositionalism” they seem to invoke a decades-
old misconception that personality psychologists believe that
behaviour can be understood primarily as a function of a
person’s traits without serious consideration of the context of
the person’s behaviour. On the contrary, personality psycho-
logists have long maintained that a person’s behaviour is a
function of both the features of the person and the features
of the situation, not just one or the other. That is, a personality
psychologist might argue that people generally make choices
about how to behave in order to meet their needs within the
constraints and opportunities inherent in particular situations.
[2]

Regarding the SPE in particular, the authors who argued that
self-selection could have influenced the SPE’s outcome re-
sponded to Haney and Zimbardo’s criticism that they sup-
posedly preferred “dispositionalist” explanations over situ-
ational ones, by affirming that they did not at all deny that
features of the situation had a powerful influence on the be-
haviour of the participants (McFarland & Carnahan, 2009).
What they were arguing was that traits might influence a
person’s decision to participate in such a situation in the first
place. Furthermore, they also argued that being in such a
situation with people with similar personality traits would tend
to amplify whatever tendencies one already had to be abus-
ive. However, Zimbardo (2007) has argued for a more ex-
treme situationist view, claiming that “a large body of evid-
ence in social psychology supports the concept that situ-
ational power triumphs over individual power in certain con-

texts” and that bad situations can cause “good” people to do
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That is, put two different people with different desires in the
same situation, and they may respond in accordance with
their personal preferences, within whatever constraints are
imposed by the demands of the situation. Let’s examine the
actual findings of the SPE and see which view of situational

power finds more support.

ARTICLE CONTINUES AFTER ADVERTISEMENT

What really went down at Stanford

The SPE study sample consisted of 213 men who had been
selected from a large pool of 75 volunteers based on psycho-
logical assessments to ensure their mental stability and lack
of criminal history. One day prior to the study these 21 were
assessed on ten different personality trait tests and then ran-
domly assigned to the role of guard or prisoner — 11 to the
former, 10 to the latter. On the whole it seems, the guards
were pretty mean, and the prisoners became demoralised by
their situation, and five of the latter had such adverse psycho-

logical reactions that they had to be released early. So far,
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their behaviour. However, | don’t think anyone is actually
denying that situations influence behaviour. Zimbardo’s claim
is that “situational power triumphs over individual power.” If
this was the case, then we would have expected there to
have been little or no variation in the way participants be-
haved in their respective roles as prisoners or guards. Did

this really happen though?

According to the original report by Haney et al. there actually
were notable individual differences in how the prisoners and

guards behaved.

“Some guards were tough but fair (“played by the
rules”), some went far beyond their roles to engage
in creative cruelty and harassment, while a few
were passive and rarely instigated any coercive

control over the prisoners” (p. 81).

THE BASICS

What Is Personality?

Take our Agreeableness Test

Find counselling near me

Apparently about a third of the guards (so about 3 or 4) were
actively cruel, while those described as “passive” by Haney
et al. have been described elsewhere as “good guards from
the prisoner’s point of view since they did them small favors

and were friendly”. Furthermore, although five prisoners
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A role for personality traits after all?

The original report by Haney et al. does acknowledge that
personality traits could moderate the effect of social situ-
ational variables, allaying or intensifying the latters’ effects.
That is, individual differences in participants could influence
how they respond to the perceived demands of their as-
signed role. When discussing the limitations of their study
they even go so far as to admit that they could not ad-
equately test whether a dispositional or a situational account
provides a better explanation of their results and state that
“We cannot say that personality differences do not have an
important effect on behavior in situations such as the one re-
ported here.” They acknowledge that a stronger test would

involve comparing two conditions where participants were


https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/basics/stress
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/basics/resilience
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en

R R R P N R I e A I I A

erage kindness and compassion, the other one populated
only with narcissists and psychopaths. If there were no differ-
ences in the behaviour shown in the two conditions (!) this
would provide strong evidence that personality traits are not
an important influence on behaviour in such a situation.
However, they lacked the resources to perform such an ex-
periment, which (hardly surprisingly) has not been done to

this day.

PERSONALITY ESSENTIAL READS

A Personality Why Some
Explanation for People Are
the Presidential M2 More Easily
Immunity Ruling Creeped Out
Than Others

In their more recent article though, Haney and Zimbardo
(2009) summarily dismissed the role of individual differences,
arguing that the precautions and controls they used in their
original study were sufficient to lay to rest “any trait-based ex-
planations of our findings.” Specifically, participants were as-
sessed on a number of personality traits and found to score
within the normal range for the general population.
Additionally, guards and prisoners did not differ on any of
these traits. And finally, these personality measures did not
predict variations in behaviour within either the prisoner
group or the guard group. Supposedly, these precautions

should be enough to settle the matter for good.

ARTICLE CONTINUES AFTER ADVERTISEMENT
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Strong Situations and Weak Arguments

On its face, such an assertion that the results from a single
study of 21 people can permanently lay to rest “any” trait-
based explanations seems to me like a breathtakingly bold
dismissal that flies in the face of usual scientific practice.
Such a small single study like this would normally be con-
sidered by most scientists just the beginning of enquiry into
the matter not the end of it. Haney and Zimbardo offer no ex-
planation of why individual differences occurred in people
who were exposed to the same situation, yet claim that they
have enough evidence to dismiss “any” trait-based explana-
tion at all based on their statistical analysis of 21 people. Let’s

examine the merits of their “precautions and controls.”

The first argument is that participants did not differ from the
general population on their personality traits, and were there-
fore a fair sample of “normal” individuals. Eight of these
measures comprised the Comrey Personality scales.
According to a critique by McFarland and Carnahan (2009)
none of these traits have ever been linked to abusive and ag-
gressive behaviour. If this is correct, they would have been of

no use in assessing whether the participants were “normal”
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propensity to manipulate others for one’s own gain), which
would appear to be theoretically relevant to abusive beha-
viour. The original report by Haney et al. is actually silent on
how their participants compared to the normal population on
these measures. For some reason that is not made clear, the
researchers used a non-standard scoring method for
Machiavellianism that makes comparisons with the general
population not possible. Carnahan and McFarland (2007)
pointed out that participants actually did score higher on au-
thoritarianism than the general population and their scores
were actually comparable to those found in a study of actual
prisoners in San Quentin. Haney and Zimbardo argued that
the actual difference from the norm was fairly small, so
whether it was enough to contribute to the actual behaviour
of participants in their study was a moot point. Still, the matter

has hardly been “laid to rest.”

The second argument is that participants assigned to the
prisoner and guard roles did not differ significantly on their
personality traits. Apart from the minuscule sample size in-
volved, which | will address shortly, | am tempted to respond
“So, what?” Prisoners and guards were effectively in two dif-
ferent situations with differing opportunities and faced differ-
ent challenges. For example, some of the guards disturbed
the prisoners’ sleep by banging on their cell doors. The pris-
oners obviously did not have the opportunity to reciprocate
this treatment, because the guards went home at the end of
their shifts. So the prisoners could not engage in such abus-
ive behaviour even if they had felt inclined to do so, because

the opportunity was simply not there. As | have argued
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people to transcend these circumstances and behave how-

ever they feel like.

Haney and Zimbardo’s third argument is that the behaviour of
individuals within their respective roles of prisoner or guard
could not be predicted from their personality scores. They do
not deny that there were individual differences in behaviour,
just that they could not predict them. | think this is their weak-
est argument of all. Remember that there were 11 guards and
10 prisoners. The guards’ behaviour in particular sorted them
into three distinct types — good guards, tough but fair, and
mean guards. So this means that in order to perform a statist-
ical analysis we would have to compare three subgroups
consisting of 3 — 4 individuals to determine if there were sig-
nificant differences in their personality traits. Statistically this
is laughable. A basic principle of statistics is that significant
differences between groups can only be detected if the
sample sizes are adequately large, and the sample sizes in
the SPE are so small as to be completely inadequate for the
purpose. Now, let’s say that | was a researcher who wanted
to test the hypothesis that individual differences in personal-
ity traits could predict behaviour in an experimental situation
such as an in a mock prison. (Let’s also assume that | knew in
advance what personality traits were relevant to the out-
comes concerned.) | could actually estimate in advance what
sort of sample size | would need in order to have a reason-
able chance of finding a significant effect, if one existed.
Using a procedure known as power analysis, | can calculate
that if personality traits had a medium-sized effect on beha-

viour (i.e. about average compared to most effects in psycho-
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ficant effect if one actually existed. Even if the effects of per-
sonality were actually much larger than average, | would still
need about 22 participants per subgroup, so 66 in total.
Remember, that these numbers refer only to the number of
guards. Presumably we would need an equivalent number of
prisoners as well. This means that | could anticipate in ad-
vance that | would need a sample of between 132 to 300 par-
ticipants to have a reasonable chance of getting a significant
result. Therefore, | would look rather silly if | decided to settle
for a grand sample of 21 people because | know that this
number is simply not large enough to allow me to test my hy-
pothesis in anything like a conclusive way. Therefore, | am led
to believe that the SPE was not actually designed to test the
hypothesis that personality traits would predict individual dif-

ferences in behaviour.

ARTICLE CONTINUES AFTER ADVERTISEMENT

In spite of these limitations, the original report on the SPE
does note a number of non-significant trends for personality
traits to predict behaviour. Specifically, prisoners who stayed

until the end of the study, compared to the five who left early,
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vestigation with a larger sample to determine if the results
can be replicated. Yet in spite of this, Haney and Zimbardo
(2009) have argued that “any trait-based explanations” of
why participants behaved the way they did can be dismissed
without any further consideration. This hardly seems reason-
able to me.

Conclusions - the Power of Choice

In summary, the purpose of the SPE was supposed to be to
demonstrate that powerful situational forces could over-ride
individual dispositions and choices, leading good people to
do bad things simply because of the role they found them-
selves in. If this were true, then participants in the study
should have acted in a uniform way depending on their role.
However, this was not the case, participants acted like indi-
viduals, showing that they still had the capacity to make
choices within the constraints of their situations. Furthermore,
the study was not even designed to provide a fair assess-
ment of the influence of personality traits in such a situation
because the sample size was nowhere near large enough to
justify any definite conclusions. Far from demonstrating that
individual differences do not matter in how people behave in
a strong situation, the study’s results illustrate that even in un-
deniably tough situations people still have the capacity to
make choices and that these choices matter. In fact, | would
even go so far as to argue that personal choices matter even
in real prisons, far more than Zimbardo might be willing to

give credit for.
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Footnotes

M This blog post mentions some interesting results of this

study regarding self-selection.

[2] To be fair, Zimbardo has stated, for example on his blog,
that he believes that behaviour is a function of both individual
differences and situational factors. However, many of his pub-
lished remarks indicate that he sees dispositional and situ-
ational factors as competing with each other to explain beha-
viour. Personality psychologists see this “competition” hypo-
thesis as being based on a false dichotomy. See this blog
post by David Funder for example for an explanation of why

this dichotomy is not valid.
3] The sample was originally 24. Two were asked to remain

on standby and one withdrew before the study began.
Image credit: Wikipedia

Follow up articles critiquing situationism that discuss the
SPE

Challenging the "Banality" of Evil and of Heroism, Part 1 and
Part 2. This pair of articles refutes Zimbardo's claim that
heroic and evil acts are equally "banal" outcomes of situ-
ational factors and that qualities within a person are of no real

importance.
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Can Situations Be Strong Or Weak? By JesseMarczyk

The Lie of the Stanford Prison Experiment — repost of

exposé by Carlo Prescott, consultant on the SPE.

Challenging the Stanford Prison Experiment by Michael

Barker
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PERSONALITY

The Final Word
on Astrology and
Personality

5 MIN READ

The problem with "paranormal
determinism."

4 MIN READ

PERSONALITY

Who Advocates
Political
Violence?

A small minority of extremists
on both sides of the political
spectrum express willingness
to use violence to meet their
political ends.

\

BIAS 5 MIN READ

Do Fantasy Role-
Playing Games
Promote
Racism?

A new study examined if
playing Dungeons and
Dragons is associated with
greater racism.

SPIRITUALITY 4 MIN READ

Mysticism and
Spiritual
Intelligence:
Reality or
Fantasy?

Claiming that mystical
experiences are “spiritual” is
somewhat tautological and
does not offer much
substantive insight into their
nature.
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PERSONALITY

Can | Have Both
Masculine and
Feminine Sides
to My
Personality?

5 MIN READ

It is normal to have both male
and female aspects to your
personality.

PERSONALITY 4 MIN READ

3 Reasons Many
Therapists Don’t
Like to Treat
Borderline
Personality
Disorder

Finding good treatment for
symptoms of BPD can be
challenging.

SELF TESTS 3 MIN

Machiavellianis
m Test

How Machiavellian are you?

PERSONALITY 5 MIN READ

Predicting
Infidelity from
Precise
Personality Sub-
Traits

New research looks at which
facets of personality go along
with cheating.


https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/understanding-narcissism/202406/can-i-have-both-masculine-and-feminine-sides-to-my-personality
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/understanding-narcissism/202406/can-i-have-both-masculine-and-feminine-sides-to-my-personality
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/basics/personality
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/understanding-narcissism/202406/can-i-have-both-masculine-and-feminine-sides-to-my-personality
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/understanding-narcissism/202406/can-i-have-both-masculine-and-feminine-sides-to-my-personality
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/understanding-narcissism/202406/can-i-have-both-masculine-and-feminine-sides-to-my-personality
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/understanding-narcissism/202406/can-i-have-both-masculine-and-feminine-sides-to-my-personality
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/understanding-narcissism/202406/can-i-have-both-masculine-and-feminine-sides-to-my-personality
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/my-side-the-couch/202203/3-reasons-many-therapists-don-t-treat-borderline-personality-disorder
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/my-side-the-couch/202203/3-reasons-many-therapists-don-t-treat-borderline-personality-disorder
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/basics/personality
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/my-side-the-couch/202203/3-reasons-many-therapists-don-t-treat-borderline-personality-disorder
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/my-side-the-couch/202203/3-reasons-many-therapists-don-t-treat-borderline-personality-disorder
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/my-side-the-couch/202203/3-reasons-many-therapists-don-t-treat-borderline-personality-disorder
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/my-side-the-couch/202203/3-reasons-many-therapists-don-t-treat-borderline-personality-disorder
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/my-side-the-couch/202203/3-reasons-many-therapists-don-t-treat-borderline-personality-disorder
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/my-side-the-couch/202203/3-reasons-many-therapists-don-t-treat-borderline-personality-disorder
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/tests/personality/machiavellianism-test
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/tests/personality/machiavellianism-test
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/tests
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/tests/personality/machiavellianism-test
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/tests/personality/machiavellianism-test
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/experimentations/202012/predicting-infidelity-precise-personality-sub-traits
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/experimentations/202012/predicting-infidelity-precise-personality-sub-traits
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/basics/personality
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/experimentations/202012/predicting-infidelity-precise-personality-sub-traits
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/experimentations/202012/predicting-infidelity-precise-personality-sub-traits
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/experimentations/202012/predicting-infidelity-precise-personality-sub-traits
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/experimentations/202012/predicting-infidelity-precise-personality-sub-traits
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/experimentations/202012/predicting-infidelity-precise-personality-sub-traits
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/counsellors?domain=content&cc=gb&cl=en

PERSONALITY

Why Some
People See
Ghosts But
Others Never Do

Believing in paranormal
phenomena is a critical first
step in seeing ghosts or
having paranormal
encounters.

6 MIN READ

4 MIN READ

PERSONALITY

How Borderline
Personality
Disorder Can
Tear Families
Apart

People with borderline
personality disorder (BPD)
may engage in divisive
behaviors toward family
members, which affects
patterns of relating.

PERSONALITY 3 MIN READ

Comparing
Narcissistic and
Antisocial
Personality

Shared and unique features
of the two personality
disorders are investigated.

PERSONALITY

6 MIN READ

Evaluating the
Evidence for
Reincarnation

There are many cases of
young children who report
very specific details of an
apparent past life, which are
later verified.
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from Psychology Today.

City or Postcode

Cities:

Belfast
Birmingham
Bournemouth
Brighton
Bristol
Cambridge
Cardiff
Central London
Cheltenham
Coventry
East London
Edinburgh
Exeter
Glasgow

Leeds

Leicester

Liverpool

London
Manchester

Milton Keynes
Newcastle upon Tyne
North London
North West London
Northampton
Norwich
Nottingham

Oxford

Sheffield

South East London

South London
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