
 

 
 
 
 

The Life of the Church 

by Pastor John 
October 13, 2020 

 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 

I hope this letter finds you well and that you are making the most of an autumn marked by familiar beauty and by 
unfamiliar surroundings otherwise.   
 

Our recent transition from outdoor to indoor worship has gone smoothly.  We have gathered in the sanctuary at 
10:30 AM for the past two Sundays, and this will be our “new normal” during these abnormal times.   
 

What adds to the abnormality is the fact that our average attendance for indoor worship has been around 20, which 
is about ¼ of our normal fall attendance and well under our current limit of 50 participants.  But this is hardly 
surprising, because the congregational survey we conducted in the early summer clearly indicated your preference 
for worshiping outdoors.  Some of you remain cautious about participating in large gatherings, especially in an 
enclosed space, and we fully respect your own personal judgment on these matters.  However, please note we can 
maintain greater than six feet of social distancing even when we reach our current capacity limit. 
 

You should be aware that we are trying to walk a fine line in “reopening” the church.  On the one hand, we are 
seeking to provide a safe environment for worshipers.  Again, I want to assure those of you who are hesitant 
to attend in-person worship that every measure has been taken to safeguard the health of our members and visitors.  
In fact, WUMC’s approach has been so thorough that some who have attended our services have questioned 
whether certain measures are overly strict to the point of being stifling.   
 

To set the record straight, WUMC was not at liberty to make up its own set of rules for reopening.  As a 
connectional church we are required to follow the protocol established by the New York Annual Conference.  
Certain regulations and practices imposed by the Conference may seem excessive to some of us who live in an 
area where COVID infections have been minimal.  Bishop Bickerton has been sensitive to these geographic and 
demographic differences, and I’m happy to report that he has recently adjusted restrictions for in-person 
gatherings in our state.  To quote him directly:  “As of October 8th, Connecticut has expanded capacity limits to 
50% capacity capped at a maximum of 200 persons with mandatory social distancing and masks.  These new 
limits are in effect immediately.”  What this means is that we can now accommodate more people in the sanctuary 
than we were originally allowed and even more than our pre-COVID level of attendance, while maintaining 
appropriate safety measures for protecting those who choose to come.  We must and will continue to practice 
“safety first.” 
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On the other hand, we are seeking to provide a welcoming environment for worshipers.  When we have our 
weekly family reunion, we don’t want to sacrifice hospitality as we ensure safety.  If you choose to attend in-
person services, we want you to feel the warmth and intimacy of our faith community even as we greet each other 
in ways that seem limiting.  There are no restrictions against virtual hugs and blown kisses!  Last Sunday, we 
invited worshipers in the pews to start humming the hymns as they were sung by musicians in the choir loft.  We 
want you to be and feel safe, but some of the important elements of safety are to feel at-home, included in worship, 
and secure in the care of others. 
 

The resumption of in-person gatherings in the sanctuary is but one sign of our slow return to customary practices 
as a church family.  Our youth group will take a pair of outdoor hikes together this Sunday, October 18.  A Bible 
Study/Fellowship class for adults will resume beginning next Tuesday, October 20, from 6:30 – 8:00 PM.  Other 
ideas are being proposed and explored for fellowship and community service.  The life of the church goes on, 
even in these abnormal times.  If you choose to be disengaged from in-person gatherings, I hope you will make 
an effort to remain engaged with WUMC in other tangible ways, because you are needed, valued, and loved. 
 

Grace and peace, 
John 

 
 
 


