
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
 

 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 1 
 

A Word of Service and Table 
7:00 PM, Sanctuary  

 
Good Friday, April 2 

 

Ecumenical Good Friday Service  
6:30 PM, hosted by St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  

Partnering Churches:   
North Congregational Church 

and  
 the Woodbury United Methodist Church 

 
Easter Sunday, APRIL 4 

 

Ecumenical Sunrise Service 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 
7:00 AM, Hollow Park, Woodbury 

 
 

Easter Sunday Worship 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

10:30 AM, Sanctuary 
 

 Due to COVID-19 Precautions - Pre-registration is requested 
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Woodbury United Methodist Church 
March 28, 2021 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
 

*Please stand as you are able. 
 

 

WE COME TOGETHER IN PRAISE 
 

PRELUDE                              The Holy City                Michael Maybrick 
 

Christopher Shay, keyboard 
 
GREETING                                                              Rev. John Thomason 
 
*PROCLAMATION OF THE ENTRANCE TO JERUSALEM 

Mark 1:1-11 (NRSV) 
Read by Anna Bower Richardson, Liturgist 

 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near 
the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go 
into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will 
find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it.  If 
anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs it and will send it back here immediately.’”  They went away and 
found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street.  As they were untying 
it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the 
colt?”  They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take 
it.  Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and 
he sat on it.  Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields.  Then those who went 
ahead and those who followed were shouting, 
 

“Hosanna!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!  Hosanna in the 
highest heaven!” 
 

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had 
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany 
with the twelve. 
 

Please note:  Livestreaming provides an opportunity for all of us to experience worship 
at the same time, either at home or in-person.  Worshipers at home may join us by video 
on YouTube or audio-only by telephone broadcast.   Video recordings of services are 
also archived on the church’s website for later viewing.  Later phone broadcasts are no 
longer provided. 
 

The options for accessing services electronically remain the same: 
 Video:  Go to http://www.woodburyumc.net, scroll to “Sunday Morning Worship 

in the Sanctuary” and click the link for livestreaming.  A link is also provided for 
archived videos for later viewing. 

 Audio only by phone:  dial 425-436-6391, enter pin with hash sign 2431819#. 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

The Prayer Corner 
 

In the hospital:  Michael Etcheto, grandson of Barbara Etcheto (Gaylord, 
Wallingford); Amelia Eager, a friend of the Temple family (heart surgery on March 24   
at Boston Children’s Hospital) 
 

Please remember our Confirmands:  Cody Cordova, Zachary Cordova, James Levario, 
Matthew Shupenis; their teachers:  Catherine Mason, Meg Temple, John Thomason; and 
their mentors:  Mike Boisseau, Mollie Cole, Rev. Paul Hibbard, Carolyn Shay.   
 

Recovering at home:  Laura Brush (outpatient eye surgery on March 19);  Brett Toomes 
(fiancé of Lindsey Behlman); Sue Vindigni, Amber Craig; John Fleming; Josh 
Harwood; Gary McClendon; Steve Thomas; Paige LeBlanc, mother of Jessie Lynch 
(Manchester, CT); Dominic Vaiuso, father of Karen Williams (Newtown); Robert Ayers, 
father of Tacy Nettleton (Woodstock, GA); Carl Hinkle, father of Toby McGrath 
(Greensburg, PA); Donna Louise Burke, friend of Kathy Craig; Peter Gallagher, father 
of Jen Carnes (Brookfield, CT); Lou Calabrese (husband of Lynn Ramsden-Calabrese); 
Antonio Stillitano, grandson of Paul Hatch 
 

Outpatient treatments:  Dave Brencher, Bob Asman, Mary Wilkins, sister of Barb Hunt 
(Rochester, NY); Dave Davison, father-in-law of Gary McClendon; Stephanie 
Galaburri, friend of Sandy Carbonaro; Will Styblo, nephew of Jim Styblo and Catherine 
Mason (Franklin, TN) 
 

Homebound members:  Florence Brown, Linda Bailey 
 

Please continue to remember:  relatives of Rev. Betty Lines who are seriously ill:  niece 
Sharon Parish (hospice care in Idaho); and brother-in-law Stephen Lines (recovering 
from a stroke in Florida); Jean Lilly, mother of Meg Temple (Cincinnati, OH), Manny 
Gesh, Jane True, Blair Feller, Marilyn Bender, Ryan DeRidder and family, Laura & 
Stuart Brush, Janet Grant (sister of Betty Lines). 
 

 
If you would like to send someone a birthday card, please see our 
website @ www.woodburyumc.net for this month’s birthday listing.   
We are placing flowers on the altar again, so let us know if you want 
to sign up for a particular date.  



Woodbury United Methodist Church 
4 Church St., Woodbury, CT, 06798                              Church phone:  203-263-4775 

Web Site:  www.woodburyumc.net 
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Chris Shay, Director of Music 
Kathy Craig, Office Administrator                                          Mark Davis, Lay Leader 
 

Mission Statement 
 

We are a welcoming Christian fellowship who celebrate and share God’s love with 
everyone.  We seek a closer relationship with Jesus Christ.  Inspired by His example, we 
strive to be God’s hands in this world.  Empowered by God’s word, we proclaim the 
Gospel and serve through worship, study, mission, and community support. 
 

 

Week of March 28, 2021 
 

Visitors are warmly welcomed!  We invite you to sign the worship register as it is 
passed during the announcements, or fill out a visitor’s card provided by a greeter.  If 
you wish to learn more about WUMC’s ministries, please take a copy of our weekly 
newsletter, The Messenger, which is available in the narthex.  Immediately following 
today’s worship service, please join us for Fellowship Hour downstairs in Fellowship 
Hall.   
 
If you would like to become a member of the Woodbury United Methodist Church, 
please speak to the pastor.  Inquirers are asked to attend a two-session Membership 
Orientation class before joining the church.   
 
Today is the 6th Sunday in Lent and the beginning of Holy Week on the Christian 
calendar.  Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash 
Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday.  Lent serves as a season of spiritual preparation 
for celebrating Easter.  The liturgical color is purple, symbolizing penitence and royalty.  
 

Today is also Palm/Passion Sunday on the Christian calendar.  This service recounts 
the events of the first Holy Week, starting with Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
and concluding with his passion and death on the cross. 
 
Thanks to all those making special contributions to our worship service today:  Anna 
Bower Richardson, Liturgist; Rick Richardson, Reader; Anna and Rick Richardson, 
Children’s Time Leaders; Anna Bower Richardson, Kathy Bower and Rick Richardson, 
Singers. 
 
The floral tribute this week is given by Rynn Naylor, “to the glory of God and God’s 
promise in Christ risen as we see spring awaken us from winter’s darkness.” 
 

*THE PEOPLE’S RESPONSE                      led by Anna Bower Richardson 
 

Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN                              All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
 

Hymns sung by Anna Bower Richardson, Kathy Bower, and  
Rick Richardson 

 
 

WE CONFESS OUR SIN 
AND ACCEPT GOD’S PARDON 

 

A LENTEN CALL TO CONFESSION                            Rev. Thomason 
 
CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

From Enter Every Trembling Heart, by John Killinger 
 

O Lord, we have sinned against you in word, in thought, and in 
action.  We have not walked in the ways you have taught us, or 
worshiped you in the wholeness of our hearts.  We have sung praises 
to you when the crowds were singing, but have not followed you in 
the suffering of Calvary.  Forgive us for our unfaithfulness, and give 
us the spirit of true repentance.  For yours is the kingdom of love and 
mercy.  Amen.  
 
INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSON (silent) 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

God’s heart is always open when we confess our sin. 
God will receive our prayers and bless the intentions of our hearts. 
 

God’s mercy is from everlasting to everlasting. 
God’s lovingkindness is to all generations – including ours!  Amen.  
 
 

WE SEEK GOD’S PRESENCE IN PRAYER 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME       Anna Bower Richardson and Rick Richardson 



THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)  
 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS                        Rev. Thomason 
 
THE CHURCH AT PRAYER                            Anna Bower Richardson 
 
 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
  

*GOSPEL READINGS                                      read by Rick Richardson 
 

John 19:29-30 (NRSV) 
 

A jar full of sour wine was standing there.  So they put a sponge full of 
the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.  When Jesus had 
received the wine, he said, “It is finished.”  Then he bowed his head and 
gave up his spirit. 
 

Luke 23:44-49 (NRSV) 
 

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three 
in the afternoon, while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two.  Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into 
your hands I commend my spirit.”  Having said this, he breathed his last.  
When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, 
“Certainly this man was innocent.”  And when all the crowds who had 
gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they returned 
home, beating their breasts.  But all his acquaintances, including the 
women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching 
these things. 
 
*HYMN OF PREPARATION                              The Old Rugged Cross 
 
SERMON                  Final Words from the Cross:          Rev. Thomason 

It Is Finished . . . Father, Into Your Hands I Commend My Spirit 
 
 

WE RESPOND IN FAITH 
 

MOMENT OF REFLECTION     from Final Words, by Adam Hamilton 
 

Lord, thank you for the beauty, the majesty, and the wonder of the cross.  
Thank you that it was for me.  In response may my daily prayer be, “Into 

your hands I commit my spirit.” Yes, Lord, into your hands I commit my 
spirit.  Amen. 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 
OFFERTORY                                                 Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
 
 

WE GO FORTH IN JOY 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                Rev. Thomason 
 
POSTLUDE            O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                 J. S. Bach 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


