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A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah: 
 
Listen to me, distant nations, you people who live far away! Before I was 
born, the LORD chose me and appointed me to be his servant. 2 He made my 
words as sharp as a sword.  With his own hand he protected me. He made 
me like an arrow, sharp and ready for use. 3 He said to me, “Israel, you are 
my servant; because of you, people will praise me.” 4 I said, “I have worked, 
but how hopeless it is! I have used up my strength, but have accomplished 
nothing.” Yet I can trust the LORD to defend my cause; he will reward me for 
what I do. 5 Before I was born, the LORD appointed me; he made me his 
servant to bring back his people, to bring back the scattered people of Israel. 
The LORD gives me honor; he is the source of my strength. 

6 The LORD said to me, “I have a greater task for you, my servant. Not only 
will you restore to greatness the people of Israel who have survived, but I 
will also make you a light to the nations— so that all the world may be 
saved.” 7 Israel's holy God and savior says to the one who is deeply despised, 
who is hated by the nations and is the servant of rulers: “Kings will see you 
released and will rise to show their respect; princes also will see it, and they 
will bow low to honor you.” This will happen because the LORD has chosen 
his servant; the holy God of Israel keeps his promises. 

  
 
A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN: 
 
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming to him, and said, “There is the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I was talking 
about when I said, ‘A man is coming after me, but he is greater than I am, 
because he existed before I was born.’ 31 I did not know who he would be, 
but I came baptizing with water in order to make him known to the people of 
Israel.” 

32 And John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down like a dove 
from heaven and stay on him. 
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 33 I still did not know that he was the one, but God, who sent me to baptize 
with water, had said to me, ‘You will see the Spirit come down and stay on a 
man; he is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen it,” said 
John, “and I tell you that he is the Son of God.” 

35 The next day John was standing there again with two of his 
disciples, 36 when he saw Jesus walking by. “There is the Lamb of God!” he 
said. 

37 The two disciples heard him say this and went with Jesus. 38 Jesus turned, 
saw them following him, and asked, “What are you looking for?” 

They answered, “Where do you live, Rabbi?” (This word means “Teacher.”) 

39 “Come and see,” he answered. (It was then about four o'clock in the 
afternoon.) So they went with him and saw where he lived, and spent the 
rest of that day with him. 

40 One of them was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 At once he found his 
brother Simon and told him, “We have found the Messiah.” (This word 
means “Christ.”) 42 Then he took Simon to Jesus. 

Jesus looked at him and said, “Your name is Simon son of John, but you will 
be called Cephas.” (This is the same as Peter and means “a rock.”) 

 
This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 


