A Reading from the First Book of Kings:

Then the LORD said to Elijah, "Now go to the town of Zarephath, near Sidon, and
stay there. I have commanded a widow who lives there to feed you.” So Elijah
went to Zarephath, and as he came to the town gate, he saw a widow gathering
firewood. “Please bring me a drink of water,” he said to her. And as she was going
to get it, he called out, “And please bring me some bread, too.”

She answered, "By the living LORD your God I swear that I don't have any bread. All
I have is a handful of flour in a bowl and a bit of olive oil in a jar. I came here to
gather some firewood to take back home and prepare what little I have for my son
and me. That will be our last meal, and then we will starve to death.”

“Don't worry,” Elijah said to her. "Go on and prepare your meal. But first make a
small loaf from what you have and bring it to me, and then prepare the rest for you
and your son. For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘The bowl will not
run out of flour or the jar run out of oil before the day that I, the LORD, send rain.’

The widow went and did as Elijah had told her, and all of them had enough food for
many days. As the LORD had promised through Elijah, the bowl did not run out of
flour nor did the jar run out of oil.

A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark:

As he taught them, he said, “Watch out for the teachers of the Law, who like to
walk around in their long robes and be greeted with respect in the
marketplace, who choose the reserved seats in the synagogues and the best places
at feasts. They take advantage of widows and rob them of their homes, and then
make a show of saying long prayers. Their punishment will be all the worse!”

As Jesus sat near the Temple treasury, he watched the people as they dropped in
their money. Many rich men dropped in a lot of money; then a poor widow came
along and dropped in two little copper coins, worth about a penny. He called his
disciples together and said to them, “I tell you that this poor widow put more in the
offering box than all the others. For the others put in what they had to spare of
their riches; but she, poor as she is, put in all she had—she gave all she had to live
on.”

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.



