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A Reading from a Letter from James: 

 
Listen, my dear friends! God chose the poor people of this world to be rich in 

faith and to possess the kingdom which he promised to those who love 

him.  But you dishonor the poor! Who are the ones who oppress you and 
drag you before the judges? The rich!  They are the ones who speak evil of 

that good name which has been given to you. 
 

You will be doing the right thing if you obey the law of the Kingdom, which is 
found in the scripture, “Love your neighbor as you love yourself.” 

 
 

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew: 
 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they came 
together, and one of them, a teacher of the Law, tried to trap him with a 

question.  “Teacher,” he asked, “which is the greatest commandment in the 
Law?” 

 

Jesus answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and the most important 

commandment.  The second most important commandment is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbor as you love yourself.’  The whole Law of Moses and the 

teachings of the prophets depend on these two commandments.” 
 

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 


