A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel:

I felt the powerful presence of the LORD, and his spirit took me and set me down in
a valley where the ground was covered with bones. He led me all around the
valley, and I could see that there were very many bones and that they were very
dry. He said to me, “Mortal man, can these bones come back to life?” I replied,
“Sovereign LORD, only you can answer that!”

He said, “Prophesy to the bones. Tell these dry bones to listen to the word of
the LorD. Tell them that I, the Sovereign LORD, am saying to them: I am going to
put breath into you and bring you back to life. I will give you sinews and muscles,
and cover you with skin. I will put breath into you and bring you back to life. Then
you will know that I am the LORD.”

So I prophesied as I had been told. While I was speaking, I heard a rattling noise,
and the bones began to join together. While I watched, the bones were covered
with sinews and muscles, and then with skin. But there was no breath in the
bodies. God said to me, “Mortal man, prophesy to the wind.!? Tell the wind that the
Sovereign LORD commands it to come from every direction, to breathe into these
dead bodies, and to bring them back to life.”

So I prophesied as I had been told. Breath entered the bodies, and they came to
life and stood up. There were enough of them to form an army. God said to me,
“Mortal man, the people of Israel are like these bones. They say that they are dried
up, without any hope and with no future. So prophesy to my people Israel and tell
them that I, the Sovereign LORD, am going to open their graves. I am going to take
them out and bring them back to the land of Israel. When I open the graves where
my people are buried and bring them out, they will know that I am the LoORrD. I will
put my breath in them, bring them back to life, and let them live in their own land.
Then they will know that I am the LorD. I have promised that I would do this—and
I will. I, the LorD, have spoken.”

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew:

At noon the whole country was covered with darkness, which lasted for three
hours. At about three o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud shout, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” which means, "My God, my God, why did you abandon me?”
Some of the people standing there heard him and said, “He is calling for
Elijah!” One of them ran up at once, took a sponge, soaked it in cheap wine,
put it on the end of a stick, and tried to make him drink it.
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But the others said, “"Wait, let us see if Elijah is coming to save him!” Jesus
again gave a loud cry and breathed his last. Then the curtain hanging in the
Temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split
apart, the graves broke open, and many of God's people who had died were
raised to life. They left the graves, and after Jesus rose from death, they
went into the Holy City, where many people saw them. When the army
officer and the soldiers with him who were watching Jesus saw the
earthquake and everything else that happened, they were terrified and said,
“He really was the Son of God!”

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.



